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ALS B&H 1 
THE Dua Arid which we 2 endeavoured to 1 


Airectiy and unexceptionably, are the. e 9: 


12 


That, The Father Almighty is FR hs. 2 the 
only proper Object of Religious Worſhip :=from the 
cleareſt „ of our . the Pe and . 


renn EA; 
Thet, There is the flrongeſt * to believe, from the 


Evidence: producel, that, by the holy Ghoſt, the inſpired 


writers mean the Divipe Influence, Power, or the ſpiri- 
tual Gifts of God, even the Father himſelf. —That, 
however, ſuppoſing the boly Spirit to be. a Perſon, and 
different from the Father ; we find no Command or Pre- 


 -  eedent whatſoever, in the Sacred Records, for the offer- 
ing any diſtinct 2 


i or * to the baly Tor od; 


That, Chriſt 2 2 himſelf e 


1 the Father that the Circunzſſauces recorded - by his 


Apeſtles, of his Life, Death, Reſurrection, and Exalta- 


tion, manifeſt him to be ſo: and that we are moſt plainly 


directed, in the holy Scriptures, 1% offer. Divine Wor- 


ſhip te God, the Father, only, in the Name, and as the 
Diſciples of our 2 * VN 
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4 Sou wy bn | 2 Has 
\HE Author, in firt 3 luci 
date the Unity of the Deity, had no other | 
than an anxious defire of coming at 7 ruth, and 
ſatisfying himſelf: and in the reſolution ſince of 
Publiſhing the reſult, ſincerely profcſſes that he © 
has not the moſt diſtant intention of fomenting 
diviſions amongſt his Chriſtian Brethren *, but, on 
the cagtrary, is ſolicitous to promote their inward 
Peace, and to, forward the right underſtanding of 
the holy Scriptures. Not handling the werd of 
God deceitfully, but by manife, eftation of the Tr ruth 
commending himſelf to every man's conſcience in the - 
alt of GodF. For which purpoſe, he has endea- 
. voured. 


is: 

» The Maxim that we onght not to expoſe our Religious 
Opinions to the World, however juſt they may be, if repugnant 
10 thoſe biel Pievail, "7 we ſhould thereby officiouſly diſturb 

Land perhaps endanger the tranquillity 
of our Coon J 2 certainly falſe; for on this Principle neither 
the Reformation,. nor the original W of the Gee it· 
ſelf, can poſſibly be Jullihed, 

+ 2 Cor. iv. 2. 


delivered by f its — Author we his Apoſtles 
on this. moſt important Subject; and to free their 
Doctrines from an unnatural mixture of Gentile 
Philoſophy; from the „ remains of an- 


cient Bigotry and Superſtition, the gloomy ſprings 


of that Charge of inconſiſtency and contradiction 
which has been ſo often and ſo profanely caſt 
ö n them. ; N os 


By an impartial inſpection into Scripture, it will 
be found, that the ab/olute Unity of the Deity is 
clearly ſhown in that unſullied Fountain ;—that 
it muſt be our own prejudices which diſtort our 


view of this glorious and momentous Truth ;—that 
our bleſſed Saviour expreſsly taught it, and never 
aſſumed Divine Worſhip to kimſelf, nor left it in 
command that he ſhould receive ſuch after his de- 
arture hence; but inſtructed Mankind (moſt 
) to believe in him and his Precepts, as the 
Tacred and anointed Meſſenger of the Moſt High, 
the Son of God, as he is emphatically named in 
the Scriptures *®, And his Apoſtles, we find, 
rh — 
. ® The Angel, in St. Luke, fays * « be hall be call we Son 
of God.“ Luke i. 35. Which expreſſion ſeems to intimate 
that the File ſhould be underſlood Wa qualified ſenſe; i. e. _ 
implying any equality with Gd. 
The terms, Gods, Sons of God, Children of God, &c. fo fre- 
uy found in Scrifture, are, in general, . or com- 


par alive, 


1 


Gm) 25 
firmly accord with him; aſſerting, with the utnibſ 
preciſion and ſimplicity, as the knowledge of the 


Truth; that There is One God, and one- Mediator 
between God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 1 "Tank 


li. 5 5.7 5 oy 7 ; R 


Convinced that theſe Principles form the baſts 
of the Goſpel, the writer has endeavoured in all 
humility 80 vindicate thoſe ſacred Doctrines, hig 
declare, that Reli ho = : 
due to Almighty God alone, the Great Parent 

All! in whom tue live, and move, and have our 
A 2 N Being; 


parati ve, and, of courſe, will not admit of a literal conſtruction. 

as may be obſerved in Exodus vii. 1. Matt. xiii, 9. Lukg vi. 
John x. 34, 35. Acts xvii. 29. 1 Cor, viii. 5, 2 Cor. 

vi. 18, &, Our bleſſed Maſter, in his preſent Exalted State, 
may, indeed, be called a God, or Lord, in that Inferior or Sub- 
ordinate ſenſe in which ſuch Titles are ſometimes applied, even 
to other highly Dignified Characteis, in Scripture, as in John x. 

35. But the appellation; thus properly taken, conveys hoden 
of any Equality with the Father of All, Who is, in great truth, 
the Supreme Lon o of lords, and | /alſo God of gods; and as ſuch, 

moſt certainly, would our Saviour have bis Father conſidered, 

In «chat ſenſe or degree, ſuch al Titles, as thoſe referred to 
above, may be applicable to our Redeemer (ever ſincerely ac- 
 knowledging big very great and diſtinguiſhed Pre-cmincnce,) 
every man will, moſt probably, chuſe to judge for himſelf, 


Thus much ttdyibe-furthet obſerved, that the Angel iet 
grounds our Saviour's Title (Sen of God) on his miraculous 
Concepticn, and the great Dignity and Importance of the Spiri- 
tual Office which God was pleaſed afterwards to confer upon 
him; as may be ſeen in Luke i. 3035, 


* 
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N and upon whom only, the Preſervation, 
Comfort, Pence and Happineſs of the whole Uni- 
verſe eternally*depend. Unto Him be glory in the 
Church, by Cbriſt Jeſus, throughout all Ages world 
without end. Amen. Eph. iii. 21, 


The Reader will find the many Seriptural 
Texts which are referred to, (and upon which we 
art to depend) by no means ſtrained, as is too com- 
mon; to ſupport a favourite Hypotheſis; but na- 
turally and directly applied, fully in point, and, 
taken collectively, it is hoped, they will have their 
due effect on every unprejudiced Mind. For 
ſurely it will be thought altogether incredible 
that, ſo great a cloud of witneſſes ſhould er 
in our holy records, evidently and repeatedly en- 
forcing an expreſs Article of Faith, important to 
the World in the higheſt degree, which after all 
(if we are to believe the generality of our preſent 
SIN falls ſhort of the Truth! 


The Author is fully as deſirous of receiving light, 
as of trying to communicate it: if, therefore, any 


material Errors ſhould be diſcovered in this Tract, 
he ſincerely wiſhes, for his own ſafety, and the 


ſatisfaction of others, that they may be detected 
and expoſed without ,. . (excepiing, how- 
ever, 


Num fingo? num mentior? cupio reſelli. Quid enim 


laboro, niſi ut Veritas in omni quitions illuſtretur, Cic. 
we. Quzdt, 3. 20, 


* 
*. 
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ever, againſt all Cavil and Subterfuge *). If, on- 
the contrary, it appears, in general, to contain 
Truth, he hopes, for the Proſperity of our ſacred 
Religion, and the Peace of Mankind, it will be 
ſomewhat attended to. g 


The Writer is but ſlightly acquainted with con- 
troverſial Divinity. He has had but little time 
for ſuch ſtudies, a conſiderable part of his Life 
having been ſpent in the Service. The candid 
will, therefore, readily make allowances. The de. 
ductions here offered, are chiefly made, as will be 
ſeen, from the Bible. | 


Whatever defects may be found in the endea ; 
vour, the End ſincerely aimed at, is, to fix from 
the ſacred Oracles, (the only allowed ſubſtantial 
grounds of faith and worſhip) our religious re- 
gards on that Fir Obje in whom all our hopes 
of preſent and future happineſs muſt ultimately 
centre: to incline, if poſſible, our Eccleſiaſtic 
Rulers to unite in ſuch a further Amendment of 

| our 


*The oppoſing arbitrarily one or two (perhaps obſcure) paſ- 
ſages againſt the univerſal tenour of the Scriptures, is an invidi- 
ous method of preventing them from being reconciled either tq 
themſelves or to reaſon. In thoſe voluminous writings there 
are doubtleſs ſome things hard to be underſtood; but their general 
meaning is, ſurely, the Standard that ſhould be principally at- 
tended to; and the figurative and ornamental mode of exprel- 
ſion, common to the Oriental laoguages, ſhould be always 


our public Forms, as, in their Wiſdom, they may 
think will reduce them to a more ſenſible con- 
formity to the Scriptures; and preyent by that 
happy means a numerous and growing body of 
- conſcientious Chriſtians fram being driven at 


length from the Church: —a metancholy alter- 
native 


* 


1 Te following juſt obſervation of a late diſtin- 

guiſhed Theologiſt-* may not be improperly intro- 
duced here: © That the many errors and corrup- 
tions * which crept into the Church even in the 
« very early Ages, are a ſtanding proof and admo- 
« nition to all the later Ages, that there is no way of 
' « preſerving a purity of Faith and Worſhip in any 
Church, but by reviewing them from time to 
e time, and reducing them to the original tf and 
* * fandard of the holy Scriptures.” 


This opinion is by no means peculiar. The 
excellent Dr. Joriin whoſe unaffected modeſty, 
natural to his great Abilities, inclined him to 
touch with the gentleſt hand the defects which he 
ſaw and lamented: In the Preface to his learped 
Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hi tory, obſerves, « that 
i tbe Defenders of Revelation have often found them- 
« ſelves under a Neceſſity of reducing things to the 
12 venerable Chriſtianity of the New T Namen, and 


cc of 


7 Dr. Middleton, Introdudion ta his Free Inquiry into 2 
Miraculous Powers of che Church, Ke. Page i 13. 
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of adventaring no farther ;** a method of defence 


which, from irs ſingular ſucceſs, at once. expoſes 
the folly and the preſumption of relying on thoſe 
adventitious Refinements © which the Underſtand- 


ing can hardly lay hold of,” and which havg 
been injudiciouſly and unneceſſarily ſuperadded tg 
pure Chriſtianity, as condupive to its Dignity and 


Security. Some of thoſe Refinements and Addi- 


tions haye, indeed, in many inſtances on record, 
& helped to fill the Church with Nominal Ca- 
« tholics, and to keep up an unity of exoteric 
« faith in the bond of ignorance, fear, and hypo- 
* criſy“.“ | 


It has been imagined (ſurely without due reflection) that 
any further Reformation in our mode of Worſhip, though ever 
ſo juſt jn Principle, would weaken the foundations of our ſacred 
Religion 1, be productive of a general Scepticiſm, and, as in- 
ferior conſiderations, degrade the Authority, and invidiouſly in- 
jure the rights and immunities of our eſtabliſhed Clerg y. But 
ſuch ſuſpicions, it is humbly conceived, have no ſolid grounds; 
for it is certain, that the nearer Their Doctrines approach 70 
the pure precepts of the Goſpel ; the freer they are from unintelli- 
gible myſteries, and the burden of contradictory opinions; tho 
more likely they will be to take root, to ſpread, and bring forth : 
Fraili meet for repentance. | 

As to the danger of the Clergy themſelves, it will of courſe, 
on a little conſideration, appear viſionary, Their conſequence 
and value, it is preſumed, depend, and ought to depend, on 
their ſtrict adherence tq the Scriptures, and not on their attach- 
"IE ment 


1 The gates of bell ſhall not prevail againſt it ! The Religion of Truth 
can no more be ſhaken than Truth itſelf, 


( vii ) 
ment to the vain Syſtems and formularies of Men, And beyond 
all doubt, the neceſſity of their Efabl;Sment will be, at leaſt, 
as great when our received doctrines are purged from their re- 
maining corruptions, as it is at this moment, or was at the Re- 
formation. Relieved from the uſual ſubjects of controverſy, 
they would happily be enabled to purſue their duty with much 
leſs embaraſſment; and would aſſuredly be placed on a firmer 
bafis than ever by becoming the guardians and promulgators 
of a form of Worſhip highly endeared to the World by its 
Clearneſs add Purity; ſtrongly enforced, þy its entire conſo- 
pancy to Truth and Reaſon; and ken from having its 
dul foundation i in the Scriptures, PO OT ne + 
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INTRODUCTION; 


HIS treatiſe was firft publiſhed under a 

ſomewhat different title“. The approba- 
tion it received has occaſioned the ſubſequent 
Editions, with additions, which bave naturally in- 
creaſed from an unremitted attention to the ſub- 
jeR. The author conceives that the appoſite 
ſelection of thoſe ſacred texts throughout the 
work, which ſo directly confirm the important 
point he means to enforce, has principally given 
riſe to the encouragement he has experienced. 
The Reader is therefore requeſted not to think ic 
too much trouble to apply thoſe texts to the ar- 
guments propoſed, as he may ſee occaſion :z—- 
ſuch a taſk, it is rather judged, will be pleaſing, as 
| doubtleſs it cannot be ſuppoſed, without offence, 
that any rational Being is really indifferent whe- 


ther his Religious | pee are founded in Truth 
; or Not. EM 


| — the Unity of God, as it acreeds with the ro- 
ceived dottrine of the Trinity, &c. The pen title i ls thought . 
more ſuitable to the Subject. = 


4 1. 
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x INTRODUCTION. 


Our Superior Faculties were aſſuredly not given 
to remain Tale; ſince it is by them only that we 
arrive at the knowledge of a God, and are enabled 
to contemplate His glorious Productions: it is by 
them only that we diſcover the intrinſic Beauty, 
feel the ayful Precepts, and comprehend the un- 
equalled Advantages of our Divine Religion :—a 
fair exertion of thoſe Faculties is therefore cer- 
tainly expected; and we muſt be anſwerable for 
either the wilful miſuſe, or the neglect of them. 


. -Neverthelels it has been, and ill 1 is, the prac- 
' tice of Authors of no mean account, from Ter- 
tullian down to our moſt modern Profeſſors, to 
declaim, on certain emergencies, againſt any appeal 
to the Underſtanding, or reliance upon it, in mat- 
ters of the deepeſt concern“. The Favourers of 
this Doctrine, (which has been the Nurſe of Igno- 
rance) in regard to their own Modeſty, ſhould not 
-vilify Reaſon, and inſidiouſly attempt to court her 
aſſiſtance at the ſame time. However, ſuch incir 
vilities are common, and we find them recom- 
Nobis curioſitate non opus eſt poſt Jeſum Chriſtam, nec 
inquiſitione poſt Evangelium: cum credimus, nihil defideram 
ultra credere. Tertull. de Præſcript. Hæret. 5 8. Which is thus 
rendered in Middleton, Inquiry, P. 226. * the true diſciples gf 
_ « Chriſt, bawe nothing more to do with caviefey or inquiry, but 
ti avben they are once become believers, their ſole buſineſs is to he- 
« Jzeve on.” We may here, as on ſome other occaſions, admire 
the Zeal of the Fathers, ou 177 175 1 ee to theix 
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mended by the combined Examples of ſome of 
the Friends, dogs gf the Adverſaries of Chriſ- 
e n 5 


86 This 1 0 and 3 Author, 
0 (Boyle) had frequent quarrels with Reaſon, 

« which at. laſt ran ſo high, that he gave her 
6 a Bill of Divorce, and turned her opt of doors, 
6 with, Res tuas tibi babeto. And yet, when he 
f* had diſcarded her, he would reaſon againſt her, 
That is, 

Mec tecum poſſum vivere, nec fine te : 
An abſurdity, which ſticks, like .the ſhirt of 
_ Hercules, to all thoſe, of all denominations, 
* who argue againſt Reaſon, as againſt a falſe and 
« fallacious guide. Fortin's Rem. an Eccleſ. 
Hiſt. vol. 1. p. 1355 136. Edit. 1751. . 


It is humbly hoped, that this piece contains, ſo 
far as the ſubje& reaches, a juſt expoſition: and 
Defence of genuine Chriſtianity, on its own grounds; 
although, it is yery poſſible, ſome may invidiouſly, 
or too haſtily, imagine it is calculated to under- 

mine thoſe ineſtimable doctrines. To ſuch. it is 
recommended to diſmiſs their prejudices and their 
ſuſpicions for a moment, that the Mind may be 
free, and enabled to reflect calmly on what is 
advanced herein. They may be aſſured that 


the author has the real intereſt of the Chriſtian - 


. Cauſe as much at heart as they « can nn have 
; PERS F 


® The 
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a INTRODUCTION. 


The paſſages in Scripture which ſeem to cloud 
the divine Unity, and to favour the received opi- 
nions of the diſtinct deity of the holy Spirit, and 
alſo the equal Godhead of our Saviour, are, com- 
puratively, remarkably fe: and even of theſe, 
ſeveral are highly feurative, and require much 
explication®; ſome are improperly ' tranſlated, 
and others are at length found to be interpolations. 
At any rate, it ſurely appears to be extremely 
dangerous and preſumptuous to allow thoſe few 
obſcure and indeterminate paſſages, to outweigh 
the plain and general teſtimony of the ſacred Writ- 
ings, which, in ſo many inſtances, proclaim the 
abſolute Unity of the ALmicnty, in the moſt dif- 
tinct and poſitive: terms; making it the very baſis 
of our Religion; and referring us directly to Hin 
as the Holy Object of our reverential fear, and the 
exhauſtleſs ſource of every n r TG 


How far therefore the A es of Religious 
tenets, as fundamentals, which have no ſufficient 
authority" from the Bible, may obſtruct the pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel :—how far it may diſturb 
the tranquillity, and diminiſh the happineſs of the 
Chriſtian World, (even beyond our preſent ſtate 


* Happily for the Public, and for every ſerious Chriſtian in 
| particular, many of thoſe abſtruſe texts have been explained 

by the late learned Dr. S. Clarke, Dr. Lardner, and fince by 
Dr. Prieftley, Mr. Lindſey, by a Writer who nanes bim- 
ſelf Pbhilalethes, by Mr. Wm, Cbriſtie, and ſome others, with 
den clearneſs and ability. * 
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of exiſtence) is an au worth 1 moſt 
M JW. us e hat God is at t the Author f 
Confuſion, but of Peace“. An extravagant and 
rooted fondneſs of Myſtery, eſpecially in religious 


tenets, prevailed anciently in an extraordinary 
manner, even amongſt the moſt eminent advo- 


cates of Chriſtianity, as is conſpicuous enough in 

their Writings; and to this hour it is evident * 
that the ſame infatuation in ſome degree poſſeſſes 

us; inſomuch that we are often unwilling, or 
afraid to truſt plain ſenſe and reaſon in our re- 
ſearches into Scripture, notwithſtanding we are 
directed in thoſe very Scriptures to employ our 
Judgment; to prove all things, and bold faſt that 

which is good. 1 Theſſ. v. 21. See Luke xii, 57, 
NM OT OO TORE s, 
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| | WP ene In 
Abſtracted from the more difficult, or figura- 
tive paſlages, (ſuffer ĩt to be repeated) the Scrip- 
ture declarations of the Unity of God, are full, 
clear, and expreſs. Let us, therefore, abide by 
this pure Light which is ſo graciouſly ſhed upon 


us, and which ſo benevolently unites with that. 
Inferior git of God, our Regan t. 


0G if 
® 1 Cor. xiv. 33. | 


+ Msn may be very blameable for not admitting the Unityz 


* though it be ſuppoſed that they have only moral Preſumption, 
* of traditional Proofs of it uſe the greater Probability . 


*« ought 
+ | 
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iſe ould happily lead to wk baue 


be productive of that Peace which paſſeth all unde 
ſanding, and which infinitely ſuperſedes all Earthly 
enjoyments whatſoever ;—the praiſe be to God, 
from whoſe kind Diſpenſations. every true light 
ariſeth.— May the advantages be reaped, in the 
fulleſt ſenſe, by every pious Chriſtian; as well as 
by the humble Inſtrument, who, deeply ſenſible 
of the awful Subject he is engaged in, has endea- 
voured, in ſtrict conformity to the Precepts of 
Revelation, to aſſert the excluſive right of our 
omnipotent and benevolent Caxaror, to every 
poſſible teſtimony of our Highe/t ene , 
Obedience, and Praiſe. 


10 ought to > deteribile their judgment, and becauſe it is unqueſ- 
« tionable Matter of Duty, in dubious Caſes, to take the /afer 
e Side,” If this be ſound reaſoning, (applied by the Author, 
more particularly, to the Heathen of old) the Safer Side for Us 

to take, ſeems to be this; to compare the Scripture declara- 
tions for and againff the proper Unity of God, and yield to the 
Strongeſt and Cleareft Evidence. On which ſide this is likely 
to fall, it is hoped, will appear, with accumulated force, in the 
following ſheets. The paſſage juſt quoted is, however, from 
'a Writer (ſuppoſed Dr. Waterland) who was à ſtrenuous Advo- 
cate for the Atbanaſian Doctrine. Bee Diſſertation added to 
Biſhop Law's enquiry into the Ideas of Space, Time, &c. P. 76. 
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— * laſt Mer: preſent Cen- 
tury, have been hy the contemptible Zeal of 
ſome of their Adverſaries, compared to, or aſſo- 
ciated with Mahometans. In this contrivance there 
appears much of a {pirit of impotent Malice, and 
but little Judgment *. Inſtead of conveying a 


Reproach, the Compariſon, ſo far as it regards the 


Divine Unity, (and it can apply no further) con- 
fers a permanent Honour. This conſequence 


Calumny itſelf dares not deny. It is a ſtanding 
Rule with Unitarians, (it is hoped with all of 


them) to coaleſce with Truth Wherever they find 
it, or think they find it. And where would be 


the harm if this Principle were more widely dif- 


fuſed? The Nature of Truth is not altered by 


the Subject in whom it is manifeſt. The genuine. 


luſtre of . is not diminiſhed, nor its 


value 


* What have the falſe pretenſions and deluſions of Mahomet, 
to do with his maintaining the Divine Unity —an article which 
he had diſcernment enough to borrow from the Scriptures. 

The preſent Unitarian DoArine is coeval with Chriſtianity, 
and is not only incompatible with Arianiſin, but alſo differs, in 
"ſeveral reſpefts, from the Socinian tenets: It is drawn from 
the plain and general evidence of the Bible, without any depen · 
dence on Metaphyſical diſquiſitions, or confinement to the Opi- 
> nions of any 3 men auh 
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ve wah find it. Nor & thety any feer that & Truth 


(i) 


Value leſſened by the impurity of the Soil wherein 


diſcovered in a Mahometang\/Avill deſtrey, or 
dif any Truth found in a Chriſtian. An uthor 
whom we have already quoted, has illuſtrated 
this axiom in elegant language. I look upon 
“ the diſcovery of any thing which is true, as 
a valuable acquiſition to ſociety; which cannot 
poſſibly hurt, or obſtruct the good effect of any 
e other Truth whatſoever: for they all partake of 
<< ene" common eſſence, and neceſſarily coincide. with 
« each other; and like the drops of rain, which fall 
« ſeparately into the river, mix themſelves at once 
2 the flream, and ſtrengthen the r cur- 


· *. 95 


# * | | 


* Dr. albu, Preface to his free Toquiry, &c. P. vii. 
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ADDEESSED To 


CHRISTIANS of all DENOMINATIONS 


* 


The Lord Reigneth ; let rhe Earth rejoice : + 1 
multitude of Iſles be glad thereof. Pf, xcvii. Ts: 


Lock nde ws AE bond its — of lle 
earth: for | am God 3 and there is none * 
Ifaiah xv. 2 2. © 1 41 


T his book ny a moſt affecting conſideration, 
with all "thoſe who are ſeriouſly and Reli - 
giouſſy diſpoſed, that Mankind, and even the 
ſeveral ſects of Chriſtians, ſhould ſtill be ſo 
greatly divided in thoſe Principles which regard 
the Proper Obje# of Adoration, and the mott ac- 
de and orthodox mode. of diſcharging the 


3 
o 4+ 


( 2 ) 


"if? facred Duty of Divine Worſhip. The Mind of 


ER, 7 * 
«I's * * 


Man is diſtracted by the various Opinions that 
have prevailed, and do yet prevail; and intimi- 
dated by the poſitive manner in which ſome of 
them have been inſiſted on, according to the ſe- 


veral Ideas, and imaginary Intereſts of different 


Writers, This diſunion, in the very ground-wark 
of our Faith, has done unſpeakable injury to our 
holy religion. ; 


The long controverted Creed of St. Athana- 
fius, which aſſerts a Trinity in Unity, has been, 


in a great meaſure, we apprehend, the occaſion 


(however unintended) of pernicious diſſenſions 


amongſt Chriſtians ; and indeed, any attempt to 


deſtroy the rid Unity of the Deity, muſt ever 
involve us in confuſion, and ſhake the peace of 
Mankind. 


It is deſigned, therefore, in this publication, to 
manifeſt the truth and conſiſtency of the Bible on 
an Article of infinite concern; —to recover the 
Harmony, on a Principle of heavenly origin, 
which has been diſturbed here below, chiefly by 


an unhappy experiment, in an early period, to 


accommodate the ſimplicity of the ſacred Doc- 
trines to the abſtruſe Speculations of an ancient 
Philoſophy. We ſhall endeavour to purſue the 
moſt eaſy and direct methods, as the moſt con- 


| Gucive to the end propoſed. The faireſt proſ. 


( 7 
pect of increaſing that Faith which overcometh 7-2 
the world, is, in our efforts to remove, and not to 
eſtabliſh, the Difficulties which appear to have 
been obtruded upon the Goſpel : And it is 
a great happineſs, that our Creator has not left 
men under the neceſſity of employing any very 
deep or ſubtile arguments in ſupport of a ſubject, 
on which to be in darkneſs is to be completely 
miſerable. The virtuous mind, fearful of error, 
and anxious to be firmly grounded in truths the 
moſt valuable; is too often precluded from every 
hope of ſatisfaction, by a dejeQing and final ap- 
peal to Miftery; a reſource which (as it is ſtill 
managed) ſeems to be calculated for thoſe only, 
who are willing to lay Reaſon and __ 


aſleep together. 


The Rational faculties were certainly given to 
Man, not to miſlead him, but to direct his Judg. 
ment, and regulate his Ideas in the ſearch of 
Truth. It is in vain, therefore, to depreciate 
this Heavenly gift. When we are taught that 
we are Bound to believe faithfully,” +: Pofitioris 

105 . 3 


® For the true meaning of the word 15 71 the New 
Teſtament ; ſee Mr. CB Diſcourſes on the Divine Unity. 
P. 54. 241, 242. The Myfteries which men have ſo much 
inſiſted on, appear chiefly to be Myſteries of human Inven- 
tion, See Rom. xvi. 25, 26, . Col. i. 26, 27, 


+. To ſay a man is bound. to believe, is neither truth nor | "A 
n ſenſe,” Dran du ift's Thoughts og * Works, vol. | 


xvi. 43+ * 
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db Which-we cannot poſſibly accede to, on reflection, 
without direct violence to our inmoſt perceptions, 
and becoming deaf to the voice of Nature all 
around us *; we may indeed give an outward 
aſſent, in deference to the Opinions of others, but 
we cannot be ſatisfied within. To contend, that. 
« ſtill we are obliged, on many occaſions, to ad- 
mit what we cannot either diſcover or compre+ 
hend, (though indeed true in various inſtan- 
ces +,) is rather a Sophiſtic argument on tbe 
Point before us, than a juſt and ſatisfactory de- 
duction: For here, the Aſſertors of the Athana- 
lan ſcheme, would confound the neceſſary di- 
ſtinction between what is above the reach of our 

Underſtanding, and what is repugnant to it 
They would infer, that becauſe we have not fa- 
eulties to dilcloſe the mode of God's Exiſtence, or 


„ A continued relation runs thro' the entire ſyſtem of ma- 
terial beings (or rather through the whole creation) which joins 
the leaſt with the greateſt, and ſhews the whole work to be ane, 
and the effect of the /ame power and 3 N 0 
vol. i. p. 194. 


I think the common Arguments, a ofteriori, for the Unity 
of the Divine Nature, drawn from the Order and Harmony of 
the World, very good and ſufficient. They make the Point 
morally certain, and render the other fide of the Queſtion 
highly improbable and unreaſonable.” —Inquiry into the Ideas 
of Space, Time, Immenſity, &c. by E. Law, M. A. a Car- 
lite) p. 177. | 


'+1.e. In ſuch alen as involve no contradiffion, = 


» 


his miraculous manner of working; He expects 
us to believe in a Myſtery inexplicable; which con- 
foundi his Unity, divides his Worſhip, and gives Him 
EQyALs i in Inline Foy and Dae! | 


A long lapſe of time (in which ragen b hath 
had its full effect) has reconciled men to doctrines 
which they have embraced, not, in general, from 
their own Inveſtigations, but from an implicit re- 
liance on the Opinions of others, and a ſhameful 
neglect of examining for themſelves, whether thoſe 
Opinions are well founded or not. Human Ay- 
thority, Prejudice, and Cuſtom, have not only 
prevailed againſt the expreſs Injunctions of the 
Bible, but, in ſome inſtances, have been ſuffered 
abſolutely to overpower the cleareſt Teſtimony of 
the Senſes. If therefore, we experience any diffi. 
culties in the Firft Principle of our Religion, they 
may be fairly attributed to the ſurrender of our 
own Reaſon, and a deviation from that Path 


which was originally preſcribed, in the gracious 
Diſpenſations of our Creator, 


For, With reſpef to the Exiſtence of Ons Su- 
PREME ALL-GOVERNING BeinG 4 and the bumble 
Acknowledgment of His wonderſul and inſcrutable 
Works :—That in Him is centered the excluſive 
| Tightof Adoration from all his Creatures through- 
= out the Univerſe: — Supreme in Glory; in Majefty, 
Prana. and Dominion, «naſſociated, unequalled !- 


* that 


(74 9 
that to him alone our gratitude, love, reverence, 
and faithful Obedience, in the higheſt degree, are 
due for ever :—Theſe Principles, ſimple, clear, | 
and ſolid, give riſe to no perplexing difficulties, 
in us poor Beings : The Firft, thanks be to God, 
is placed far above the miſt of Doubt, if we 
would ſuffer ourſelves to be guided by the light 
of Nature or of Revelation! and as to his glorious 
Operations, all Men with great facility believe 
(though bis wars are paſt finding out) that every 
thing whatſoever, in the fulleſt ſenſe, is poſſible 
with Him, that doth not imply a Contradiction. And 
herein the Mind, unclouded with Prejudice, reſts 
ſatisfied ;——in all humility, and with | great peace 
and willingneſs acquieſcing in the Faith of the In- 
finite Power and Wiſdom of God, which even the 
evidence cf our own Senſes daily confirms to us. 
But Reaſon ſtarts at the aſſertion, that there are 
alſo ot ber Beings poſſeſſing the ſame adorable and 
boundleſs Attributes ; this immediately throws the | 
Mind into inextricable difficulty, and forces us 
into manifeſt contradictions. 


Tus pure and artleſs Doctrines of primitive 
Chriſtianity, which are comprized in tbe love of 
Cod and Man, have been wrefled into different 
and obſcure meanings; and the Worſhip of One 
God, ſtrongly inculcated in both the Old and 
New Teſtament, has, through the long preju- 
dices of fyoccoging Ages, the confuſed notions, 


and 


49 

and miſtaken zeal of Men, given way to the Glo- 
rifying and Adoring of Three diſtinct Divinities, or 
Perſons in the Godhead, Co- equal ! in contradic- 
tion to the general tenour of the ſacred Scriptures, . 
and the natural diſcernment of all Mankind 7. 
In ſhort, while we acknowledge a Trinity of di- 
vine Perſons, co-equal and co- eternal , are the 
conſequences at all wonderful when we go on 


to Worſhip them all Three, in fact, and not 
ae 


. | | 1 The 
It is hardly neceſſary to remind the Reader of the Litam. 
the Creed of St. Athanafius aforementioned, the doxologies, &c. 
+ It is remarkable that, the moſt ancient Heathens, the moſt 
unenlightened Savages, have been led naturally to conclude, 
that One of their Deities muſt be Superior to all the others, 


lf the Son was begotten of (or produced by) the Father, it 
ſeems clear that, the Father muſt have Exiſted before the Son; 
how then can they be Co- eternal See John vi. 57. Col. i. 15. 


5 It has been ſaid that the Sociniars would willingly receive 
the Doctrine of the Trinity, if it were acknowledged that hy 
it is meant no more than the adoration of # Three internal Pro- 
* pertics, or relations of the Deity to bimſelf.” But would pat 
an Explication, ſuch as this, be fill keeping up a Myſterious 
tenet in Religion, (little underſtood by the Muftitude at leaſt) 
and, in fact, be unneceſſarily attempting to make a Diſtinctjon 
without a Difference We might proceed to Worſhip ſepa- 
rately every Attribute of the Deity with the ſame reaſon. And 
ſurely the Worfoip of the attributes, modes, relations, or relative 
Properties, &c, of the Supreme Being, as iind from his Perſon 
or Subſtance from which they flow, is leading us direRly 
hack to the old ſyſtem of Heathen Theology, 


(+8 )) 


The efforts which have bee made to qualify 

1 5 viſible defection from Revelation, are far 
from affording relief; for as to the Term Perſons, 
however it may be ſubtilized to avoid groſs 
Ideas, i it muſt. ultimately ſignify Beings; inielligent 
HBeings; which leaves the difficulty and the danger 
much the ſame. There are, ſay ſome, in the 
Godhead, Three diſind infinite Minds or Spi- 
«6 © rits, three individual Subſtances, ſeparate Ob- 
rw jets of Adoration, but yet (incomprehenſibly) 
« united in One.” What is this, at laſt, but 
; teaching us to divide in Idea the Deity into 
Paris? In conſequence of which, the Religious 
"Mind i is exceedingly diſtreſſed; our moſt exalted 
Affections and Services frequently ſhifted, and 
diverted from their Great Objea, The Father of 
| Mercies, and the God of all Comfort *, and the firſt 
and moſt ſacred Commandments of Is Bible, in 


| enen, _ 5 8 


We behold, in hs WLAN of the Roman Ca- 
tholicks, that whenever Men relinquiſh the ſimple 

and rational Principle of worſhipping only One | 
God, they hardly know where to ſtop, They (who 
a odd think: 1 it 0 en lury ne t babe called 
| TY | Chriſtians), 


* Cor. J. 3. 


+ Exod. xx. 3. Deut. vi. 5. 6. Luke iv. 8. | Matt, xxl 37s 
38. © Supreme affection cannot belong to two or more per- 
ſons. We can but love One with ell = N —_ 
Mr. Lindſey's Apology, p. 92 . | 


F F 
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Chriſtians), have proceeded to adoration and 
prayer, not only to the Trinity, but alſo to the 
Virgin Mary, all the Apoſtles, and to every Saint 
in their endleſs Catalogue; and are Tan to be- 
lieve their Salyation en ma it. | 
lasted. therefore, of W Mankind,.; 33 
vſval, with an obſtinate diſpoſition of unbelief in 
Religious tenets it would, from theſe and many 
f other examples, be more Juſt to allow, that the 
reater number haye ever been paſſionately in- 
clined not only to Myſtery; and Superſtition, but, 
ſometimes, even the groſfeſt abſurdities and im- | 
Pieties have' been imbibed with ſurpriſing facility, 
and eſpecially in religious articles ; 1 of which the 
doctrine of 7. ranſubſtantiation affords us A further 
and more 2. proof, 2 


But Truth 18 r and unchangeable; and 
our Bleſſed Guide taught us no other than Truth, 
however our own prejudices may have miſled us, 
and perverted his doctrines. It is with the deep- 
eſt concern-that many pious lovers of the Goſpel 
behold thoſe precious Doctrines depraved, and 
the ſalutary fruits which might be expected from 
them, blighted for ſo long a period, by the ſuper- 
induction of the Trinitarian Syſtem; which, from 
its perplexity, and the inconſiſtencies which un- 
avoidably ariſe from it, has been productive of 


an, inveterate Scepticiſm, for many ages, amongſt 
phe more intelligent part of the Chriſtian World. 


The | 


” 'o% 


e 
The Books which have been profeſſedly writ- 
ten (often with the beſt intentions) to defend, or 
explain the A/banafian hypotheſis, have ſtrength 
ened the very Doubts they were meant to over- 
come; and by forcing the ſacred writings to coun- 
tenance ſuch diſtracting Poſitions, they have 
converted the Light into darkneſs, and unhappily 
ſometimes brought in queſtion that authority and 
truth which would otherwiſe have continued 


| Clear and invincible. It is remarkable, and in 


the end will prove highly advantageous to ge- 
nuine Chriſtianity, that Thoſe who have been 
uſed tq diſtinguiſh accurately, can ſcarcely ever 
read the defenſive Books abovementioned, with- 
out diſcovering in them 'nearly as many manifeſt 
contradictions as there are pages; a ſtrong ſymp- - 
tom of the Unſoundneſs of the Doctrines they 
contain. There is a great gulf fixed, by God 
himſelf, (though we cannot always diſcern it) 
between the boundaries of Truth and Error ; and 
the moſt ingenious ſtruggles to remove the Bar- 
rier will be ever found vain and ineffectual . 

| | IF 


A veteran Writer has lately reminded us that the doctrine 
of the Trinity in Unity is as clear as the propoſition that, 
« Three equilateral lines made One triangle, and in conſonance 
. Vith this de monſtration, we have ſeen the Godhead repreſented, - 
in the firſt leaf of a very excellent religious publication, by @ | 
Triangle, ſurrounded with a Glory, &e. This piece 2 unwore 


ty 


* 

IF then it can be diſtinctly proved both from 
Scripture and the rational deductions of Men, 
that the Worſhip of a Trinity of divine Perſons is | 
contradictory, and the worſhip of only One God, 
conſonant both to Scripture and Reaſon, it may 
be greatly hoped, that an Union of Faith in this 
moſt important point, will follow amongſt rati 
oval Chriſtians, however we may chuſe to differ 
in the manner of Ny our n 
Dutes. 
We ſhall Grſt ae forme of the plaineſ Jes 
ductions of Reaſon to elucidate the poſitive Unity | 
of the Almighty, and to ſhew that no other Being 
can be Equat with Him; by which we have no 
þ other intention than to vindicate the ſolemn Dex 
n which follow nn. Bible. 


It may be Mila" mer as the Chriſtian Reli- 
was certainly not intended for the learned and 
n only, but, happily, * for all ſorts 
* and conditions of men”; it, therefore, doth 
not appear at all probable, that a Doctrine of ſuch 
wagsitude and conſequence as that of the Trinity 
is 21 to be, ſhould be involved i in deep obſcu- 


rity 


thy Artifice (though it borders a little on blaſphewy) has 
2 long; and the ſame miſerable ſophiſtry might be 
e us that there are eight Gods in One. 'Why ? 
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rity by Thoſe who were ſent to give us Light; 
| ſcattered (as ſome think they perceive) by piece- 
meal, as it were, in their Records; and left to 
be diſcovered, explained, and reconciled by the 
weak and diſcordant faculties of men; while the 

Doctrine of one God, even the Father, is enforeed 
throughout, by a Teſtimony equally clear and uni- 

ferm. If the Salvation of Chriſtians depended on 
the Belief of a Trinity, may we not think that ſg 


very Intereſting an Article, calculated to influence 


and direct our Practice, would have been as diſ- 
unctly revealed to us; clucidated by Thoſe who 
were molt capable; and a Worſhip formed accord- 
ingly, inyariably inſiſted on by Them: and alſo 
plain and repeated Rules and Examples given of 
ſuch Worſhip, (like thaſe. appropriated to the 
Father) that there might be no eaſy occaſion left 
for doubt, error, or neglect in any, even in the 
meaneſt who ſhould become ſincerely deſirous of 
knowing the Truth, on ſo fundamental a point, 
and Obeying it? But as the received 
ſtands, © it muſt needs be a very learned, and a 
very ſubtile, and. 4 very ingenious SIEM be a 
TR Chriſtian.” 


We now offer our deductions to ſhew the Diving 
| . Affirmative 


*The words between commas are Dr, — 5 Remarks on 
Ecdef. HiR. Pref, p. XL1, 
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_ Affirmative e | 


*Ti wo, or more, AL Pere Beings, (or Perſms) 
are not only unneceſſary, but alſo Inconſiſtent. 


Proof, 

Unneceſſary. ' Becauſe, admitting an Indepen- 
dent Being, exiſting and alling eternally, of unlimited 
Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Knowledge and Juſ- 


tice“; there can be no poſſible neceſſity for any 
other of equal Perfection. 


ers ſiſtent. For, ſuppoſing there were two, or 
more, ſuch Infinitely Perfe& Beings in the Uni- 
_ verſe; it would follow that, All but ons of them, 
muſt neceſſarily dęſiſt from the Exzxcise of their 
Powers UNIVERSALLY : Which anavoidable ſuſpen- 
ſion, directly contradicts the poſſibility of their 
being all egually perfect, becauſe All could not be 
eternally Independent and Unlimited 2 
With 


The Reader may, if he vleaſes, ſee this Point (reſpeAing 
the unlimitedn;ſs of the divine Attributes) demonſtrated, in 
Biſhop Law's Notes to Archbp. King's Origin of Evil, ad edit. 
from p. 46 to 52. In Duncan's Baxter, (a moſt excellent 
publication) ſec. i, p 4. and, indeed, in many otber Authors, 


1 If the Deity 4im/e/f Preſides univerſally and eternally, with 
ab/ſo/ute Dominion and Independence, it is clear that, no other 


Being whatſocver can ſhare in any Operations, but by a Power 
derived from and drpendent on Him. 


if 


: (14 ) 

With reſpect to a Being who is, on any occa- 
ſion, reſtrained from the free uſe of its Powers, of 
who can exerciſe them only N or in a limiggd 
Circle; | 


If we ſay that He acts always in concert with ws other Divi- 
nities (or Perſons) egual with himſelf ; it will follow that, a pe- 
tively independent Power, is never exerciſed by either of them: 
Power ab/olutely Infinite is then divided; which is 4 Cemra- 
dition. | 

If we ſhould rather think, that They AR in voluntary Conjunc- 
tion; ſtill we muſt ſuppoſe that the inherent Powers of theſe 
Three Equal Beings, were diſtin in each, but conjoined by mu- 
tual agreement ; now, it appears that ſuch an Union cannot 
conſiſt with Power abſolutely Infinite : becauſe again, this un- 
bounded Perfection, as ſuch, muſt be ever indivifible and in- 
communicable. Where, therefore, are Nb curing + 4 
nite, to be ſought for but in One? ? ; 


In ſhort, the Father himſelf, is either abſelutely Perfe#, or he 
74 not, To ſuppoſe He is nor, would be both Impious and Ab- 
ſurd. But if we conclude (as we ſhall find ourſelves obliged to 
do) that He poſſeſſes abſolute Perfection, in his own Perſon x 
then no other Being, or Per ſon whatſoever, can be ſuppoſed to 
poſſeſs the like, without a contradiction. For Poſitive Perfec- 
tion, (among other Attributes) including Power unlimited and 
uncontrolled ; it follows, that but One can poſſeſs /uch Perfec- 
tion : For there can be but One Divine Perſon, or intelligent 
Agent, who is wniver/ally and eternally Abſolute ;—there can 
be but One (Eternally) All. Directing. All. Pervading Power. 
Therefore, notwithſtanding the moſt ſubtile arguments, we are 
reduced to this dilemma at laſt : we muſt either deny that 257 
Father poſſeſſes this abſolute Perfection in Se ; or we muſt con- 
fine it to Him alone and acknowledge that His conſummate- 
and unegualled Attributes render Him all. ſuſicient and Supreme. 
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Chews is not the One we are ſeeking. The 
Attributes of the Loan of the Univerſe, whom 
we are contemplating, are ſolely underi ved, and 
2 free, and his unbounded Power (univerſally 
and conſtantly exerted) * leaves no poſſibility for 
any other to ſubſiſt in the ſame degree. 


Abſolute Perfelion is, therefore, conſiſtent with 
| One Being on;—with the Moft High; eternally 
and unchangeably exiſting in kis Perſon we | 
For, as above, it is a manifeſt contradiction 


to ſuppoſe two (or more) Beings an Us: 
limited . 


The Unity of the Firſt Cauſe being eſtabliſhed, 
to ſay, that this Adorable” Being has beſtowed, 
or communicated, an equal . (that is an 
infinite degree) of his Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
&c. to any other Being; is to declare chat the 
Creature can be made equal to the Creator, or the 
Effect equal to the Cauſe, 


It is groſsly Inconſiſtent to ſuppoſe that the 
Eternal Father can be the Causs of any Being or 


Ferſon, Equal with Himſelf. 


1 The 
* Pſalm, lxvi. 7. eiii. 19. exlv. throughout. 

T In Power, Authority, Dominion, &c. OE I eG 
11, 12. 


( is ) 


The laſt is as limple and as clear a Propoſition 
as can be offered to tlie Mind, and needs no com- 


Contented with a demonſtration that the AI- 
mighty Author of all Things is truly One, the 
Intelligent, but humble Philoſopher, pretends not 
to deſcribe the manner of His Exiftence it was 
Athanafius, or rather Hit Followers *, who from a 
miſtaken zeal, (influenced by a falſe Philoſophy) 
preſumed to divide and ſubdivide the Deity, 
and ſhew the mode of His Exiſtence, totturing 
the faculties of Mankind by making One a 
Plurality, or conſtituting a Threefo!d God of One 
God: and then they unmercifully fulminated 
everlaſting perdition on all thoſe who did not, or 
cannot now, believe 4betr Hypotheſis, 


It will not be ſaid that Objections have been 
made to this Hypotheſis, for want of ſufficient 
Time to reflect upon it; or for want of ſerious 
attention to it; or a due exertion of the rational 
Faculties upon it; ſince experience ſhews. us that 
the longer and the cloſer it 13 inveſtigated, the 
more inſuperable its Difficulties appear. Among 
many others the Following may be added to thoſe 

d1 
„ When 


* In juſtice to St. Athanaſius, it ſhould be generally under- 
ſtood, that there are ſlrong reaſons to believe, that the Creed 
aſcribed to him, was not written until, at leaſt, 69 years 
after his time; but by hom is not certainly known. 


„ 
When we conſider the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt 
as Perſons, or Beings Diſftin or Different from the 
Fer; we find ourſelves forced to conceive that 
their Powers muſt be either Inherent or Derived. 


Now if their Attributes be ab/olutely Inherent, 
like thoſe of the Father, and their Perſons diſtinct, 
then it evidently follows that we have Three Diſtinct 
Independent Gods. But if their Powers are De- 
rived, ſo muſt be likewiſe Their Exiftence; and 
then they (the Son and Holy Ghoſt) are, in con- 
ſequence, Efetts, be They ever ſo Exalted. This 
; concluſion appears to admit of no Qualification 
whatſoever, as has been attempted : Becauſe the 
leaſt Derivation of their Powers, or (if the ex- 
preſſion may be allowed) of any part of them, 
deſtroys at once the poſſibility of their Equality 
with a Self-Perfe, Self-Exiſtens Being: Whoſe 
Attributes we believe are All as abſolutely Free and 
_ Underived as His Perſon. ; 


The NoTiqu of confidering the Perſons, or 
Subſitences of the Son and Holy Gboſt as originally 
flowing from the Subſtance of the Father, in like 
manner with His Wiſdom, Power, &c. is not Cor- 
reſpondent, or Correlative: For the Wiſdom, 
Power, &c, of God, are abſolutely His own 
Properties, and, in fact, indiſtinguiſhable from 
Himſelf. But the Advocates for the received 
Hypotheſis, will hardly allow the Second and 
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Third Perſons of the Trinity, to be the Proper- 
ties of the Deity : if they do, it is in truth, giv- 
ing up the Atbanaſian Doctrine; and the old | 


Syſtem diſſolves into a ſpeculative Dream of the 
Schools. 


Again. To ſay that the Father, not from 
Choice, but Neceſſity of Nature, did Produce: t 
other Beings Equal with Himſelf : ſeems to dero- 
gate from the abſolute Freedom of God's Will; 
and, eſpecially, it ſtill maintains the old Contra- 
difion, that Effefis may be Equal to their Cauſe. 


In a word. The viſionary Doctrine, © of 
« Beings Iſſuing from the Deity without the 
« Conſent of his Will, Equal to Himſelf,” &c. 
ſeems utterly repugnant to every Idea we have of 
His Majeſty, Freedom, and unrivalled Power“. 


But it is probable that neither theſe Difficul- 
ties, nor any other that might be advanced, 
would ever have ſo much diſtarbed the minds of 
conſcientious Men, had they not conceived that 
the whole Hypotheſis herein contended againſt, 

is plainly diſſonant not only to the diftates of 


human 


The above notions have all been advanced by different 
Writers, in favour of the Athanaſian doctrine, but as it appears 
that ſuch Opinions will not ſtand the teſt of a cloſe examina- 


tion, it is unneceſſary to refer the Reader to the SP which 
contain them, 
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human Reaſon, but alſo to the general ſpirit of 
. itſelf. N 


It is freely confeſſed on all ſides, that our de- 
ductions often deceive ourſelves :—that our Rea- 
ſon is truly weak and defeCtive :—but Imperfect 
as it is, and little as ſome affect to eſteem it; it 
is ſtill the gracious Gift of God: and, after all, is 
the only Light we poſſeſs to diſtinguiſh Truth 
from Falſhood : Good from Evil. But the re- 
ceived Syſtem ſuppoſes the Deity to ſhut out 
this Light in order to introduce another, reflect- 
ed from the Athanaſian Creed, which blinds and 
confounds the moſt dignified Faculties He has 
beſtowed upon us. This CREED demands a Faith 
ariſing from an arbitrary Sacrifice of the nobleſt 
Privilege of the Soul;—the Liberty of Thinking 
and Reflecting; and the Doctrines which are its 
genuine Offspring, very naturally, reprobate our 
aſſent to the plaineſt demonſtrations t Liberty 
may afford us. Warm we are awed by the 
threatnings of this mercileſs Edict, and entangled 
by its incomprehenſible Poſitions, the Mind, un- 
able either to diſregard its denunciations or un- 
ravel its perplexity, remains both afraid and un- 
prepared 10 give a Reaſon of the hope that is in us. 


Chained for Ages as we have been, by the Au- 
thorities of Men, how long ſhall we continue en- 
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veloped in their W or bound down by 
their Prejudices? And how do we reconcile ſuch 
a gloomy, lethargic Captivity, to the cheerful gnd 
| benevolent dictates of our Religion, which, in a 
language that comforts and expands the Heart, 
declares that, Where the, Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is Liberty? 2 Cor. iii. 17. 


| Submitting the above obſervations, however, 
to more enlightened Minds, and far from pre- 
ſumptuouſly depending upon any deductions of 
our own; we ſhall proceed to bring proofs of a 
more deciſive nature, from the Old and New 
Teſtament, of the Unity of God, and (without 
multiplying Quotations too much, ) ſelect a few 


which are ſtrictly in Point; and as free from in- 


tricacy as they are from falſehood. If words have 
any fixed ſignification, one ſhould have thought 
that thoſe which follow from the ſacred text 
were alone ſufficient, (had not experience taught 
us otherwiſe) to prevent the poſſibility of the 


leaſt doubt or heſitation in the minds of men who 


pay any regard to Revelation. 


It muſt be owned, indeed, that the ignorance 
of human nature, and our proneneſs to error 
are ſo great, that a prudent man is juſtly fearful 
of giving the reins to his own Imagination, in 
a matter of ſo vaſt Importance as this before 
us. We are moving on ſacred ground, where 

2 SES | every 


t 
every ſtep ſhould be taken with reverence and 
caution. But when we find the Teſtimony of 
the inſpired Writings, ſo clear and ſtrong in 
favour of the abſolute Unity of the Dei it 
appears to be a criminal weakneſs to withhold 
our aſſent to a truth, which ſo nearly concerns 
His Tranſcendent Glory; which frees us at once 
from all Perplexity; meets the fulleſt inveſti- 
gations of human Reaſon; and adminiſters to 
the believing Mind the invaluable bleſſings of 
Satisfaction and Peace, And it is, with great 
ſubmiſſion, offered to the ſerious Conſideration 
of ſome men, whether, from Experience, any diffe- 
rent Faith js eyer likely to produce theſe Effects? 
—and whether, while they are maintaining with 
ſo ſharp a Zeal, a ſyſtem which acknowledges 
more Qbjeds of Divine Worſhip: than One, and 
transfers the moſt ſacred Honours alternately 
from one to the other, they may not be too 
often in danger. of Forgetting and Offending 
Him, the Father Qmnipotent, Who hath declared 
that He will not give His Glory uno another. 
Iſa. xIviii. 11. and Vom, our bleſſed Maſter, 
with an awful reference to His Power, has warned 
us to Fear above all? Luke xii, 5, 
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Proofs oh the Ds — God from the 
Old Teftament. * 


» Know therefore this: day, and conſider it in thine 
heart, that the Lord Ht is God in HxAVEN aBove . 
and upon the Earth beneath: there is none elſe.— 
Deut. iv. 39. | 


Unto thee it was ſhewed, that thou mighteſt know 
that the Lord He is God, there i ts none elſe befides 
Him.—lbid. ver, 35. 


Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our Godi 15 Oux Lord.— 
Ibid. vi. 4. 


See now that I, even I am V he, and there is n9 God 
WITH ME: Sc. —Ibid. xxxii. 39. 


To whom then will ye Liken ME, or ſhall J be 


EQUAL ? ſaith the boly Ons *, — Iſaiah xl. 18. 2 5. 
xlvi. 5. 


I am the firſt, a I am the laſt, and beſides ME 


there is no God. i xliv. 6. 
1 


* From theſe very words one would think that the Prophet 
foreſaw the diſtracting Tenets of the Trinitarians! Do either 
of the, diſcriminating terms, One, be, him, 7, me, thou, in 
the Hebrew, or in any other language, imply or denote a 
Plurality ? 


* 
8 


1s there a God befides mis ? yea, there is no God: 
I know not afy.—Ibid. ver, 8. 


| There is no Cad 2188 befide me; a juſt Godygud 
Saviour : there is none beſide Me.—lbid, xlv. 21. 


For I am God, and theris none ELA: I aw God, 
and there is none LIKE ME,—lIbid. xlvi. 9. 


All nations whom Thou haſt made Hall come * 
worſſip before thee, O Lord; and ſpall glorify thy | 


name. 


* 


Fer thou art great, and 'doeft wondrous things : 
THOU art God ALONE.——Pf, Ixxxvi, 9, 10. 


The 44th, 45th and 46th Chapters of the Pro- 
phet Iſaiah contain a continual repetition of the 
Unity of the Deity ; enforced in a moſt remarka- 
ble manner in the 45th. The holy One of Ifracl 
is the frequent Title of God throughout that Pro- 
phet, and his Unity very plainly expreſſed in all 
the others! / 


The Prayer of Hezekiah muſt likewiſe ap- 
pear ſo concluſive on this ſubject, to every un- 
perverted Underſtanding, that the inſerting a 
part of it here can need no apology. This 
Prayer was heard, and the ſignal Event which 
followed, ſhews that there is only One from 

C 4 Whom 
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* 
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Whom we may expect relief in the extremeſt 
Exigencies. O Lok of hoſts, God of 1ſraet, that 
du elleſt between the cherubims, Thou art The God, 
hou alone, of all the kingdoms of the Barth : 
THov haſt made heaven and earth. Now there- 


| fore, O Lorb our God, ave us from bis (Senna- 


cherib's) Land, that all the kingdoms of tbe Earth © 
may know that Thou art the Lord, Even Thou 
OxLy. Iſa. xxxvii, 16——20, (Comp. Acts iv. 
24——31.) Is it poſſible that the defenders of 
the Athanaſian doctrine, ſhould ftrain theſe words 
into any conſonance with that Syſtem, without 


confounding all language, and converting the 
cleareſt expreſſions into Sophiſms and Obſcurity ? 4 


How long, therefore, halt ye between two Opi- 


nians ? if the Lok be God » follow Him. 1 Kings 


XY, 21, 


Ic is 83 Evident, thropghout the Old 


Teſtament, that Moſes and the Prophets, who 


acted immediately under a Divine Revelation, ac- 


knowledged but One God, but One Divine Perſon 


or Intelligent Agent, and Worſhipped no other. 
If, therefore, the preſet Doctrine of Three Divine 


| Perſons in the Godhead, each of them Objects 


of Religious Worſhip, be true: It will follow, 
that the Worſhip fo jealouſly and rigorouſly in- 


| liſted on by Moſes and the Prophets, ' muſt 


have been, in the very foundation. Imper fed or 
|  Defedlivg 
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Defe&ive: ''But it appears very harſh, if not 
Impious do conceive this. They were taught" of 
God. It cannot then be preſumptuous, we hope, 
to believe that the God of Light and Truth 
would afſuredly have informed the Prophets, if 
there were any Others 'whatſvever to be acknow- 
| = ed as God beſides Himſelf : becauſe any Er- 

or Defect in chat moſt Eſential point would, 
in fact, hive been as Great then as at this day, 
The New rr is 2 De Declaration of a New 
and more glorious Covenant with Man, by Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; but not of any New or Different Ob- 
jects of Worthip. Tris written, faith that Great 
Meſſenger, Thou ſoalt worſhip the Lord thy Ged, 
and HIM ONLY ſhalt thou ſerve. Marr. iv. 10, 
Luke iv. 8. Our Saviour, moſt certainly, here 
refers to the ſtrict Commands on this head, 
which are recorded ſo frequently in the Old 
| Teſtament. The Revelations from God can in 
ho wiſe be diſcordant, eſpecially with reſpe& to 
the Object of Religious Adoration, If there 
were Three Different Perſons in the Godhead, 


EqyaL and ErzRNAL, it is hardly poſſible to . 


conceive that Two of Them ſhould have been 
wholly unnoticed When the OnJzcr of Divine 
Worſhip was ſo Proſeſſedly and Openly Declared 
by N Prophets, on numberleſs occaſions, and 
jn the moſt Solemn manner. Would the Second 
and Third Perſons of the * Trinity, 


have 
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have been then neglected or paſt over? There 
can be little or no doubt but that They alſo would 
have had Their Rights as clearly Aſſerted and 
Proclaimed ;—to the end that, all enlightened 
People, in every period, in the times of the 
| Prophets as well as now, might Diſcriminate 
Them in their Vorſbip; adminiſter the Honours 
ever juſtly due to Each of Them; and Implore 
Their reſpeFive Bleſſings and Ne | 


5M the Lord our God, from Whom every 
Blefing deſcendeth, and on Whom our very 
Exiſtence continually and abſolutely depends: 
Who ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by 
the Prophets, and in theſe laſt days unto us by 
his Son; and Who hath announced repeatedly 
that He has no Equal :—even He the Father 
Almighty* hath enjoined that Divine , Worſhip 
ſhall peremptorily be confined to One Object, 
that is, to HIuSsMKT onLY ;“ Who is a God 
Jealous of this His diſtinguiſbing Glory, which, 
it is apparent, He cannot ſhare with any Other, 
without a palpable diminution of His own 
unſpeakable Greatneſs and Dignity. Whether, 
therefore, it be right in the fight of God, 10 
bearken unto men more than unto God, Tudge ye, 


The 


® Exodus xx. 3. Xxii. 20. xxxiv. 14. &c. &, To which 
the words of Chriſt, Matt. iv. 10. Luke i ir. 8. a qaoes 
above, are in exact agreement. 
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The Argument above, is open to the moſt 
common Underſtanding, and requires but little 
Reflection: It will not be totally dropped in 


the enſuing pages: but we now * 
New Teſtament, 


Proofs of the Unity from the * 


Feat. b 
And Feſus anſwered bim, The firſt of a; the com- 


mandments is, Hear, O Iſrael; the Lord our God is 


One Lord. Mark xi. 29. 


4.4 Tefus ſaid aue lie, Why colleh this we 
good ? none is good, ſane Ons, that is God. Luke 
xviũi. 19. and Matt xix. 17. 


ſent —John xvii. 3. * 


e de n Ou Gn Gee en the, ole 


cumcifion by faith, and uncircumcifion through faith. 


Rom. ili. 30. 


For there is * God, and one mediator between 
cad and men, the man Chriſt Jeſux—1 Tia, 5. 


g * 


And this i is life eternal, that they might know * 
the OxLy true God, r 


F | 
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Oux God and Father of all, who is 4E ALL, 
and . * and i in you all. —Eph. iv. 6. 


NG unto the King eternal, immortal, invifible, 
the ONLY wiſe God, be honour and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.—1 Timothy i. 17 *. 


See alſo Mark xii. 32. Ads xvii. 23, 24, 25. 
1 Cor. viii. 4. 6. Gal, iii. 20. James ii. 19. 
Jude 4, Fc, 


IF the doctrine of the Trinity had been as 
char and feu inſiſted on in the Scrip- 
tures, 


« © It is a principle with me” (ſays Archdeacon Horſley 
in his Letters to Dr. Prieſig) © chat the true fenfe of any 
„ phraſe in the New Teſtament, is, what may be called its 
« ſtanding ſenſe, that which will be the firſt to occur to 
common people, of every country, and in gvery age.” This 
ia, without doubt, a gad general rule: let it be applied, 
therefore, to the citations above, which are made from both 
the ſacred Books. Such plain and reſterated Teſtimony may 
have its proper effect. It is certain that thoſe paſſages afford 
/ome of the Rrongeſt evidences that can be produceg, at this 
day, of the divine origin of the Scriptures; ſecing They were 
the Firſt ewritings in the World which diſcovered to Mankind, 
and declared in expreſs terms, that great and leading Truth, 
the Unity of our \A{mighty Creator; and indeed, they were the 
only Documents, for many Ages, which preſerved and main- 
tained that holy Doctrine, in direct oppoſition to thole groſt 
Polytheiſtie Principles, which, unbapply, overiprens the r 
part of the Earth. 
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tures, as I the Poſitive Unity of God; no ſerious 


Believer in Revelation would have contended 


£2 
one moment for the latter. | 
.% i 81 


But it may be expected that the latter will ever 
be earneſtly contended for, ſince our ſacred Records 
preſent to us ſuch deciſive declarations as the 
above; which were certainly intended to free us 
from all dilemma, and to guard us againſt any 
deviation from the important Truth they enforce. 
« If,” ſays a venerable writer, © we cannot ar- 
© rive at abſolute certainty in this great Point 
« (the Divine Unity) by the Light of Nature, we 
« ought to be the more thankful for the benefit 
of Revelation, which has put it paſt diſpute.”* 
Experience teaches us that this Revelation is di- 
rectly conſonant with our own feelings. The 
Oneneſs or Unity of the Supreme Being, is a Prin- 
ciple ſo eaſy and familiar to che Mind, that the 
generality of men, when they think of Gop, natu- 
rally think of Him as One abſolutely, and not as 
Three, It is not until we recolle&, or are re- 


minded of the Doctrine of the Trinity, that we 


find ourſelves perplexed and uneaſy. In pur- 


ſuing our reflections on that Doctrine, the Mind 
ſoon becomes filled with doubt and diſtreſs; and, 


„„ 
in 


® Rev. Mr. Law': (Biſhop of Carli) Enquiry into the 
Ideas of Space, Time, Unity of the Divine Nature, &c. 
Edit, 1734. p. 177. 


* i 
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in order to tecover our ſerenity, we are obliged to 


drop ſo embarraſſing a ſyſtem, and recur to the 
One God and merciful Father of All. 


It will doubtleſs, hereafter, appear aſtoniſhing 
that it ſhould have been neceſſary, at this time of 
day, to recite authorities which have been open 
to the world for ſo long a period in the Bible; 
for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a Truth, which 
not only that enlightened Page, but alſo the 
whole ſurrounding, Creation continually beareth 
witneſs of !-—They, however, muſt be account- 


able for ſuch repetitions who ſeem determined to 


make them ſtill neceſſary. 
15 y But 
* Pſalm xix. 1, — © The plain Connexion X one thing 
upon another, through the whole material Univerſe, through 
all Parts of the Earth, and in the viſible Heavens; the Diſ- 
poſition of the Air, and Sea, and Winds; the Motions of 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars: and the uſeful Viciſſitudes of 
Seaſons, for the regular Production of the various Fruits of 
the Earth; have always been /afficient to make it evidently 
appear, even to mean Capacities (had they not been per- 
petually prejudierd by wrong Inſtruction) that all things are 
under the Directien of one Power, under the Dominion of 
one God, to whom the whole Univerſe is uniformly Subject 
And in fact, — the wi/ef and beft Men, in all Heathen Na- 
tions, have ever ſeen, and in good meaſure maintained, this 
great Truth. — But it is with greater Clearns from all 
appearance of Doubt, and with greater aſſurance of Autho- 
rity, confirming the Dictate of Reaſon, that he e 
ils forth ta us this Firſt Principle of Religion.” 
Clarke Poſt. Serm. Vol. I. Serm. ii. P. 29, 30. 
| 
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We cannot end this ſection without a remark on one 
of the texts we have been quoting from the New Teſta- 
ment. Our Saviour, on a very ſolemn occaſionz ad- 
dreſſes himſelf directly to the FATHER, and affirms Him 
to be the ONLY true God, John xvii. 1. 3. ls it poſſible, 
therefore, that any Being or Perſon Different from the 
Father, can be the true God? It requires no ſmall force 
upon the Mind to refuſe our aſſent to this declaration of - 
our Lord's, which is clear and pointed. In vain may 
Prejudice lead us to other parts of Scripture which may 
ſeem to favour a contrary Doctrine. The ſacred writ- 
ings cannot be ſo dangerouſly inconſiſtent. and contra» 
dictory. It is certain that our Saviour could never 
have ſaid in a fervent Prayer, or in any other inſtance, 
that the Father is the ONLY true God, if it had not been 
true in the fulleſt and moſt extenſive ſenſe. The oc- 
caſion was momentous. He informs the Chriſtian 
World, juſt before his Crucifixion, that Life Eternal 
- flowed from the Knowledge of the only true God, and of 
the gracious Meſſenger whom that God bad ſent. - The 
Knowledge of the true God is a Bleſſing of the Higheſt 
nature, for which, neither we nor any created beings, 
can poſſibly be too deeply Thankful. And the know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt is alſo eſſential to our happineſs: 
Becauſe it includes the knowledge of the Doctrines of 
this divine Meſſenger ; which were given to him, by 
the kind and merciful Father of Mankind, that he | 
might deliver them from the deplorable conſequences of | 
Vice, and groſs Ignorance : from the calamitous effects 
of ſavage brutality, and the moſt wretched errors into 
which they had fallen. This he faithfully laboured to 
accompliſh :---Leading them with a gentle hand, into 
the 


G 


„ 


the auſpicious light of a moſt trus and rational Relis 
gion: Inſpiring them, by his own Example, with 
active Virtue, unconfined Benevolence, Humility, 
Reſignation ;—qualifying them by degrees for a State 
of conſummate Happineſs, which, we are aſſured, ſhall 
be without diminution and without end | [ Theſe Princi- 
ples have been juſtly faid to contain the Subſtance of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation ; but men have not been 
ſatisfied with them: The introduction of a.myfterious 
Hypotheſis which deprives them of all their ſimplicity, 
and the maintaining of ſome Selfiſh Opinions which 
tend to deſtroy the cheerful Hope of the all-extending 
Mercy and Compaſſion of the Univerſal Parent, have 
thrown the World again into a ** of darkneſs, 
"_ and contention. 


But the awful voice of the- Prophice heard of old, 
will not be in vain. The leftineſs of man all be * 
8d dum: the Time will come, and we hope it is 

* now approaching, when the vanity of human ſyſtem 
will be felt and humbly acknowledged ; the Nations 

of the Earth be brought to a juſt ſenſe of their Duty to 
their Great Creator; and the Loxp alone” ſhall be exalted 
in that Day. Iſaiah ii. 11. 17. 


Wy how fworn by MYSELF, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteouſneſs, and ſhall not return; That unto ME 
every tnec dall bow, every tongue ſhall fwear, - 995 xly. 
23. 


That they may know from the riſing of the Sun, and from 
the Weſt, that thore is none beſides ME. I am the Logo, 
end there is none elſe. Ibid. xlv. 6. 
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John iv, 244 


OF THE 
HOLY GHOST, 


The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and bis word 
was in my tongue.—2 Sam. xxiii. 2. 


But there is a ſpirit in Man: and the inſpiration 
of the Almighty giveth them underſtanding.—— 
Job xxxii. 8, 


INCE the Supreme Being is declared from 
the ſacred: Records to be ſtrictly and truly 
One ; therefore, by the Holy Ghoſt muſt be meant 
no other than the Spirit of the Almighty himſelf * 1 
(and indeed often ſo called in the Bible) compre- 
hending the ſame ineffable Power that was ex- 
erted in the Creation , and which eternally per- 
vades 


It ſometimes implies his effeAive power ; ſometimes his 
divine i//uminations, ſaid, Acts ii, 17. to be © poured out by Him, 
(or efſuſed) upon all fifb;” and, therefore, in ſ ach inſlances 
cannot Gignify a Per ſin. 


| + Geneſis i. 
8 


N * 


Ne 


vades the whole Uniyerſe, and every individual 
| _— material or Immaterial * ! 


To are us of ſo aſtoniſhing a Fact as the 
laſt, it is plainly intimated in Scripture, that it is 
this all-quickening, this Inſpiring Virtue which 
| ſometimes Alis on the Conſcience as an Alp to that 
internal judgment of ourſelves, intimidating the 
Wicked, and ſupporting, with the moſt benevo- 
lent animation, the (comparatively) Good. And 
perhaps we ſhall not err if we aſſert that this 
Scriptural Truth muſt be (without any enthu- 
fiaſtic interpretation) ſenſibly experienced by any. 
one who defignedly engages himſelf in an Action 
of Moment, whether good or evil . If in a juſt 
and virtuous undertaking, he feels (though it be 
N 
'® See "Jetemiah xxili. 24. - Epbeſ. 1 6. Matho, vol. i. 
p. 273. and Duncan's Baxter, p. 19. and 38. 
+ See Rom. viii, 16, Ibid. ix. 1, 


1 Probably this gracious intimation may be given becauſe 
the conſequences of human Actions ſometimes ſpread wide and 
deep, affecting multitudes, as well as the Individual who may 
be the original Cauſe. The merciful intention of ſuch Inter- 
poſitions may be therefore readily conceived. But as Dr. Jor- 
tin has very judiciouſly obſerved : This Divine Aſſiſtance fill 
« leaves us free Agents, it compels not, but only inclines and _ 
* and that it may be refified.” Jortin's Sermons, 


3 Stephen may, perhaps, allude to on general Influence, 
Acts vii. 51. 


i +-<y 


edminiftered imperceptibly) an unuſual 3 
cency and pleaſure of Soul, frengthening his con- 
feious Integrity, and greatly encouraging him to 
proceed: —if in a wicked or malicious purſuit, 
he perceives. an inward ſignal of Guilt, an im- 
preſſion of diſquietude or horror (in proportion 
to the miſchief intended) which he cannot poſſibly 
extinguiſh, though he may endeavour to /motber 
it, Vet it appears, that this warning impulſe, 


or light divine; is gradually diminiſhed in obſti- 


nate, | hardened Sinners, corrupted by a long 
courſe of vicious practices; but it is queſtion- 
able, whether it be ever wholly withdrawn, ſince. 
the moſt profligate Villains have ſuddenly dif- 
covered ſymptoms of remorſe and contrition : 
It may, perhaps, be left in a certain degree, for an 
irreſiftible- and ſtanding Evidence (unextinguiſhabls 
even in the moſt abandoned) of the Almighty's utter 
abhorrence of * iniquity and falſhood;, though ſuch 
Men will not always confeſs their inmoſt feelings. 


' Blaſphemy of, or Contumacy (which are diſtinct 
Offences) againſt the Holy Ghoſt, or, in other 
words, againſt this Holy Spiritual Influence, may 
therefore well be ſtyled in the Goſpel heinous 
Impieties, (being directly levelled againſt the 
Majeſty of God bhimſef); * and the Sctiptiire 
D 2 meaning 


n is God wwhe N in you beth to «will and to 
ds of bis good pleaſure. Philip. il. 13, 


(4s ) 


meaning of the latter, as it regards Otirſelves at 
this hour, is plainly this, The fnning wilfully 
ag ainft the Special Emotions of our own Conſcience *. 
The awful admonitions, fo ftrongly felt om ſuch 
 Momintons occaſions, may be Juſtly deemed the 
Power of God working within us. I 


S 


Reſtraints and encouragements are equally ne · 
ceſſary, we find, in the wiſeſt human inſtitutions; 
and they appear to be made uſe of in the moral 
Government of the World, by the Supreme Go» 
vernor himſelf, often on occaſions where human 
power cannot poſſibly reach. This opinion is 

countenanced by the general voice of Revelation; 
and it ſeems reaſonable to hope from the bound- 
leſs Goodneſs of God, and from His Infinite Per- 
ception; that He will not wholly expoſe fo frail 
a being as man to the miſerable conſequences of 
his Imperfection; but will graciouſly adminiſter 
all the proper checks and encouragements which 
his nature and ſituation may require. And it is 
to Him alone, the Univerſal Parent, chat in grati- 
tude we ſhould aſcribe every ſalutary re es : 
and every Spiritual conſolation. 


The ſimplicity of theſe Principles will indeed 
but ill accord with the ſubtile ſpeculations and 


ideal 


* This, perhaps, is the moſt arbitrary and affefing Proof of 


che Free-Will of Man But the Conſcience will Rill een ts, 
Powers. 
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ideal diſtinctions, which have engroſſed the minds 
of men for more than 1400 years, but we ſhall 
find them amply ſupported by the Goſpel, uhence 
they dais their riſe; recommending themſelves 
by their very ſimplicity at once to the heart and 
underſtanding. 1 A; 


Ov Saviour tells the Scribes, Matt. xii. 31, 32, ab-. 


that Blaſpbeny againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be | 


forgiven, neither in this world, neither in the world not 
to come. Now thoſe men, filled with malice, 1. 


were denying and blaſpheming the holy Ghoſt, at 
the very time he ſaid theſe words, (which indeed 
occaſioned them) for they, with great diſſimu- 
lation, affirmed that our Lord had a Devil, when 
he was caſting out Demons by the immediate co- 
operation of the holy Spirit, or Power of God : 
Matt. xii. 28. But if I caſt out Devils by the Spirit 
of God, then the Kingdom of God is come unto you. 
This verſe has reference to the ſevere denun- 
ciation above, and plainly - declares, that the 
Holy Ghoſt is no other than the Spirit of our 
God z— that it is preciſely ſo meant in the Scrip- 
tures :; and the context ſhews alſo, that thoſe 

_—_ people, 

* Alluſively finger of God. Luke xi. 20. 1 

+ See Matt. x. 20. which compare with Luke xii. 12. 
AQs ji. 4. 16, 17, 18. Ib. v. 32. Rom. viii. tr. 14. 1 Cor, 
. 19-14 Ib. iii. 16. compare with Ib. vi. 19. (and with 
| * | 10 
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people, the Scribes and Phariſees, were finning 
againſt the ordinary influences of this moſt ſacred. 
Spirit of Truth on their own Conſciences ; for 
they could not, as our Saviour obſerves, poſſibly 
believe, that Satan was caſting out Satan, and 
| thereby deſtroying his own Kingdom. They contu- 


maciouſly reſiſted and gave the lie, therefore, on 
a great and affecting occaſion, to their own in- 
| | | | ward 


2 Cor. vi. 16.) Ib. vii. 40. Ib. xii. 3. Eph. iv. 30. Heb. 
X. 15.16. Theſe texts alone, when ccmpared and attentively 
conſidered,- ſeem to fix this point beyond any rational doubt. 
It may be obſerved, that the Holy Ghoſt is, in a few places 
of Scripture, termed be; when, it appears, the Father bimfetf 
is meant; (compare 13, 14, and 15 ver. of John xvi. with Ib. 
xvii. 1) and ſometimes, it, or itſelf; when the ſpirit or In- 
fluence of the Father is underſtood ; this may be generally diſ- 
covered by the Context. When, therefore, we pray to God, in 
conformity to the Scriptures, for the Grace of the Holy Spirit, the 
afſiftance of the Holy Spirit, &c. we then, undoubtedly, pray for 
the afliſtance of God bim/clf. Were the Holy Ghoſt (or holy Spi- 
rit really a diſind Perſon, it is wonderful that we ſhould in =o 
place of ſacred writ be inſtructed to offer any ſupplications 
to this different Divine Perſon, whoſe peculiar gifts we mean 
to implore: on the contrary we are uniformly directed is 
Scripture, to addreſs our prayers and thankſgivings to God 
only, from whom we are expreſsly told every bleſſing ſpiritual 
and temporal cometh, How is it then, that we do give bis 
Glory unto another | | | 

We learn from Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory that the Worſhip of 
the holy Ghoſt, as a Perſon different from God the Father, 
was not introduced into the Church until its Do#rines began 
to be groſsly corrupted: this circumſtance is well worth 
attention, X 
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ward feelings and conviction; and moreover ut- 
tered a moſt impious Inſinuation * which, in the 
Goſpel language, was Blaſpbemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, —the all-permeating Spirit or Energy of 
the Supreme Being! which, while it manifeſted 
by a gracious Miracle, that the Divine power was 
eminently preſent with our Saviour, did not fail 
to enable him to detect their inmoſt thoughts, 
and to expoſe immediately their malicious hypo- 
criſy and falſnood. Hence, and from the texts 
below, it will appear, that the terms Holy Ghoſt, 
or holy Spirit, Power of God, divine Preſence, &c. are 
Identical, and referrible to God alone. + It is eaſy 
to diſcern from the warmth with which Chriſt 
declared the dreadful conſequences of blaſphem- 
ing the Spirit and Power by which he acted, (and 
from the diſtinctions which he makes, Matt. xii. 
31, 32.) that he conſidered it, in effect, as the 
blaſpheming of God himſelf. And the relation 
of the Deaths of Ananias and Sapphira, in the 
Alis, among many other Inſtances, demonſtrates 
that the Apoſtles held this very Doctrine 4. 


D 4 We 
Mark iii. 30. 


I See a remarkable paſſage. Pſalm exxxix. 7—10. and alſo 
Notes + and , page 37 and 52. | 


t Ads v. Where (it is almoſt unneceſſary to obſerve) in the 
34d and 4th Verſes, God and the Holy Ghoſt are very natu- 
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We ſhall endeavour to confirm the Truth of 
the foregoing Poſitions, by a ſhort ſeries of Evi - 
dence from the New Teſtament, in which, we 
think, it will be clearly diſcerned, what ſlender 
foundation we have, to diſtinguiſh the operations 
of the Holy Spirit from the operations of God 
bimſelf *; and how inconſiſtent it is to conſider 
that as a Perſon, which is deſcribed below to be 
a Power communicable by an Apoſtle, but flow- 
ing Primarily from the Deity, as from its Source, 
and modified according to His divine Will. 


Have ye, fays St. Paul, received the Holy Ghoſt 
fince ye believed? and they ſaid unto him, We have 
not ſo much as beard whether there 4 am Holy 
Gb: i. e. given. . 


_— 


rally and expreſsly made the ſame. The awful cataſtrophe of 
Ananias and Sapphira (convicted by St. Peter of having tempted, 
by their falſhood, “he Spirit of the Lord,“) will ſerve to ſhew 
what powerful effects may be produced by the Operation of the 
Divine influence (or holy Spirit] on the Conſcience. 


* We do, and may very properly, diſtinguiſh the Power of 
God from his Wiſdom and Omniſcience; His Tuſlice from his 
Goodneſs or Mercy, &c. But in whatever manner theſe, or any 
other of his Attributes may be exemplitied externally (as in the 
inſtance of Ananias and Sapphira) they are, in reality, Kill in 
ſeparable from his own Perſon or Subſtance, even in Idea,-And 
5 indeed the Apoſtle hath ſhewn us. 


(« ) ; 
Aud 'when Paul bad laid his hands upon them, the 


holy Ghoſt came on them; and they ſpake RO" 
end propbefied, —Afts xix. 2. 6*, 


Thus we find this divine effuſion, this Gift jm 
Gop+, was ſuffered to be © imparted” by the 
Apoſtles to their Converts or -diſciples; which 
ſurely ſhews, beyond any reaſonable doubt, that 
by the holy Ghoſt, is here meant the Operative 


Power of God, and not a Perſon, For it ſhould | 


be noticed that it was the Holy Ghoſt Hſeh 
which is thus ſaid to be Imparted;—not a Power 
From a Divine Being diftin? from God or the 


Father But from whom theſe 8 piritual excellencies 


55 


were truly derived, will 13 8 in the next Fan- x 


graph. 


Now, there are, ſays the Apoſtle, diver/ities of 
gifts, but the ſame Spirit. — Aud there are diverſities 
of operations, but it is the Same God who 'worketh all 
in all.—1 Cor. xii. 4. 6. 


St. 
* Sep John xk. 22, and obſerve the remarkable aftion of 
our Saviour, which ſhews plainly what is zbere fignified by the 
Holy Ghoſt: viz. not a Perſon, but an boly inſpiration. 


+ John vii. 39. Acts viii, 19, 20. xi. 16, 17. xv. 8, 2 Tim, 
i. 6, 7. Titus iii. 4—7 


Ct In } 


St. Paul who here tells us that, it is the Same 
God who worketh &// in all, or who, by the fulneſs 
of His Operations, effecteth all things, bas likewiſe. 
aſſured us that there is but One God, and that this 

One God is the Father, 1 Cor. viii. 6. Chriſt himſelf 
expreſsly confirms this, John xvii. 1. 3. It follows 
that there can be no different ſource of theſe ſpirt-. 
tual Gifts. Taking this important Intelligence 
along with us, the paſſages quoted will throw a 
ſtrong light on the ſubject immediately before us; 
as they diſcover that the holy Spirit of the Scrip- 
tures, muſt neceſſarily ſignify, either the efluxes of 
Divine Virtue, or the iuſpirations of the Almighty, 
ſo graciouſly infuſed. by Him into the Prophets 
of old, and ſtill more illuſtriouſly and fully 
communicated to Chriſt eſpecially, and afterwards 
to his Apoſtles* : — A miraculous Power pro- 
.ceeding from the Deity, centering in him alone, 
and as inherent in Him as any other of his glorious 
Attributes. 


That David conſidered the holy Spit 5 in this 


very light, is ſufficiently clear from the following 
inſtance. In his fervent Prayer to God, Pſa. li. 11. 


he thus expreſſes himſelf. Caſt me not away from 
thy. preſence; and take not Thy holy Spirit from me. 
Where it is plain, from the laſt words, that the 
royal prophet conceived «his Divine Aſſiſtance to 


depend 


* See Luke i. 68. 70, iv, 18. 21, 1 Cor, xii, 28. Epheſ. i. 3. 
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depend entirely on the Will of the Almighty bin- 
ſelf; and, conſequently, did not believe it to be 
under the direction or controle of any different 
Perſon or Being: And it is in this ſenſe that we 


find ourſelves obliged to underſtand what is ſaid 


of the holy Spirit (with very few exceptions) 
throughout the Bible. 


In Luke i. 68. 70. to which we have juſt re- 
ferred below, the Lord God of Iſrael is ſaid to have 
ſpoken by the mouth of bis haly prophets; and if the 


holy Spirit had been there ſaid to have ſpoken by 
the Prophets, the Jews, or the firſt Jewiſh Chriſ- 
tians,' (who certainly were beſt acquainted with 
their own Idiom) would have underſtood the phraſe 
to ſignify exaly the ſame. 


It may not bei improper to . here, that 
ſeveral of the early Fathers of the Church, (upon 
whoſe authority we rely to this hour, in many of 
our ſolemn rites, and forms of worſhip) were 
ſtrangely infatuated with the viſionary tenets of 
Gentile Philoſaphy*. The doctrines of Plais eſpe- 

\ 7 _ cially, 


* See Moſheim's Ecel. Hiſtory ; and alſo Middleton on 
Miraculous Power; ; wherein the groſs Credulity and abſurd 
Doctrines of ſome of the ancient Fathers are ſufficiently de- 
monſtrated from their own Writings, 


The Notion of conſidering the Attributes of the Supreme 
Being a as diſtinc! Deities or Perſons, is of very antique ſtanding. » 
It 


» , 
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cially; were, it ſeems, highly venerated amongtt 
them; and it is much to be feared, (notwithſtand- 
ing their great merit in other reſpe&s) that they 
ventured in ſome of their religious Inſtitutes, to 
blend 4he moſt efteemed of the Heathen dogmas 
with the pure Precepts of our heavenly Maſter: — 
that wandering from the clear paths of the Goſpel, 
they Joſt themſelves in the mazes of Science, falſiy 
fo called. And, indeed, one ſhould i imagine, with 
regard to the preſent ſubject, that thoſe early 
Converts to Chriſtianity, allured by the pleaſures 
of philoſophic ſpeculation, or ſeduced by the force 
of long cuſtom and Example, had declined from 
their heavenly Guide, and unhappily fallen back 
again, in ſome meaſure, into the ſtrong and pre- 
vailing tide of Polytheiſm. Thus, as the Grecians 
had converted the "mw of Jupiter into a God- 
„ 


It ſeems to have had its birth in the Poetic language of the Caf: 
Thence Plato (it is ſaid) borrowed it; who wean it into his 


Theology, and taught it erally. 

'The following curious forgery.diſcovers the indiſcreet zeal of 
ſome ancient Chriſtians for the CoArine of the Trinity, and from 
aubat authority they ſometimes ventured to derive it: 

er Is, &c. : 
| Firſt God, and then the Sonne, and next the Spirit, 
All coeternal, one in act and merit. 
This is an anſwer declared to have been given by the God 


Serapis, to Thules, a king of Egypt during 1he n Wars! on 
his inquiring, © Who was malt. bleſſed ?” 
Vid. Vives on St. Auſt, Civ. Dei, B. x. c. 23. 
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deſs; fo they, ſeparating the Divine Attributes from 
their Principal, reſolved the Wiſdom and Power 
of the Supreme Being“ into a diſtind Deity ; 
and then, by the ſubtileſt refinements, in vain 
endeavoured to preſerve the divine Unity, which 
Chriſt and the Prophets had taught the World, 
and which the airy deluſions of a borrowed * 
ſophy had clouded and confounded +. | 


Thoſe who are at all acquainted with the writ- 
ings of the primitive Fathers, of whom we have 
been ſpeaking, will not think the foregoing 
opinion ill founded. To any diſpaſſionate readet 
of their works, it muſt appear that ſeveral of thoſe 
learned Converts from Tag newly inliſted 


* 


* The boly Gheft is plainly called the Viſdom, Mighe © or 
Power of Ged.—lfa. xi. 2. Luke xi. 49. xxiv. 49; 1 Cor. ii. 
47. Eph. i. 17. This eafily accounts for the putting the 
Holy Ghoſt ſometimes in Scripture for God himſelf. | 


+ The opinion of the eternal Deity (as it is generally called) 
of our Saviour, ſeems to have ſprung from the ſame ſource; The 
following obſervable confe/fon will ſhew the laſting hold that 
ſpeculative doctrines, ſanctioned by great names, will ſometimes 
have on the wiſeſt Men. It is taken from the Commentaries of a 
man of great piety and excellent ſenſe, the learned John Ludo · 
vicus Vives, on St. Auguſtine's famous work de Civ. Dei. Note 
on C. 29. B. 10. We, ſays Vives, teach it out of Plato, that by 
the word of God were all things made; a out of Platine that the 
donne of God is the Creator “ 
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under the Banners of the Chriſtian Faith, b 
to have willingly laid hold of any paſſage in the 
ſacred writings that might countenance, or in 
ſome ſort, indulge the remains of their affection 
for the Platonic Syſtem, which it is evident-many 
of them were loth wholly to relinquiſh. Beſides 
their ſituation was particular. Surrounded by 
the unconverted Gentiles, they might flatter 
_ themſelves that ſome complying accommodation to 
the moſt refined of their old Principles, would 
render their new Profeſſion more palatable to thoſe 
Idolaters, and lead them more willingly into the 
paths of Chriſtianity. However this be, it ap- 
pears that ſeveral of the Fathers thought they had 
diſcovered room for ſome indulgence in their for- 
mer Philoſophic Speculations, even in the Goſpel 
itſelf: and therefore they did not ſcruple ſome- 
times to mold its Principles into a Form, which 
their deep-rooted prejudices, and the polytheiſtic 
malady of the Gentiles, inclined them in "grad to 
admire *. 

5 IT 


* We are frequently referred to the ancient Fathers of the 
Church, in order to fix our preſent Faith and Mode of Worſhip. 
But what, in the name of Truth, have ave to do now with the 
Opinions and Practice of the Fathers in thoſe reſpeds ſince 
moſt of their Tenets and Writings are totally ſubverſive of 
Proteſtantiſm, and, (notwithſlanding their acknowledged piety) 
charged with the moſt confuſed and abſurd Doctrines, without 
any foundation in the ſacred Writings, and calculated chiefly to 

ſupport 


(4) 5 

IT ü is very obſervable that St. John, the moſt 
Lofty and Figurative writer of all the Evangeliſts, 
is (ſpeaking under correction) the only one of 
them who ſeems, in a few paſſages, directly to 
 Perſonify the Holy Ghoſt: or to make it an 
Agent diſtin from God“. But when all rea- 
ſonable allowances are made for his Exalted 
Style, he cannot without great affectation, be. 
ſuppoſed, to contradict himſelf on ſo important a 
matter: — for his declarations that All Power is 
derived alone from God the Father, are perhaps, 


ſupport thoſe very corruptions which have ſeparated us from 
the Rowiſh Church. Have we not, by the bleſſing of God, the 
Scriptures themſelves handed down to us? and is it really fill a 
queſtion, whether we are to make thoſe Holy Records the Rule 
and Meaſure of our Faith, or the Doctrines and Principles of 
thoſe very Fathers who were the Founders of the Romiſh Super- 
ſtitions? —Who, indeed, are of uſe © to inform us what ebey 
a believed and practiſed, but not what oxght to be believed 
«* and practiſed. | | | 


* See John xiv. 16, 17. 26, xvi. 7. 13. Theſe texts, in par- 
ticular, have inclined ſeveral worthy men to believe that the 
holy Spirit is indeed a Perſon, but yet far inferior to the Farber; 
—a Minifiring Spirit of the very higheſt Order, but not an 
Object of Religious Worſhip, We are not concerned to con- 
trovert this Opinion; but would rather leave it to the judgment 
of all, whether the weight of ſacred Evidence produced in theſe 
pages, doth not, upon the whole, render the doctrine we have 
offered, greatly the more conſiſtent of the two? The Comforter 
promiſed in St. John, appears, by the event, to have been a 
miraculous transfuſion of Spiritual gifts and Power from on bigh. 
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a3 explicit as any throughout the whole Bible. 
A teinark lately made by a learned Writer , will 
help us to judge of the oriental Idioms contained 
in the ſacred writings. He very juſtly reminds us 
that Wiſdom is made a Being in the viii. of 
Proverbs, and that Charity. is directly Perſonified 
by St. Paul in 1 Cor. xiii. as is alſo the Wiſdom 
of God, Luke xi. 49 . but no one can poſſibly 
_ underſtand ſuch language in a literal ſenſe; un- 
leſs, as the ſame Writer obſerves, it be from a 


predetermination t to ſupport a favourite Hypo- 
theſis, 


We humbly apprehend that it is in the like 
Animated manner with the laſt mentioned in- 
ſtances, that St. John, in recording the ſublime 
Diſcourſes of Chriſt, has Per ſoniſed the Divine 
Aſeſtance of God: for it appears highly injurious 
to ſuppoſe that this Apoſtle, who was himſelf a 
Jew, would ſuperinduce another God, in expreſs. 
contradiction to his own writings , to the decla- 
rations of his Beloved Maſter, of Moſes, and all 
the Prophets. 

There 


„ See Mr. Lindſey's Catechift, P. 104, 105. 


+ Other remarkable inſtances of this enlivened ſtyle of the 


Eaſt, (viz, the change of Things or Qualities into Perſons) may 
be ſeen in the ancient (Apocryphal) Book called 3 
Solomon. Chap. vi, vii, viii, ix, &c, vil 4 


4 John xvii. 3. 
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Thiere is a paſſage of St. Paul, written in the 
fame Elevated ſtyle, which, at firſt ſight; might 
lead to the prevailing Opinion, viz. the diftind 
exiſtence of the Holy Ghoſt. It is in Rom, viii. 
26, 27. where he ſays, the Spirit alſo belpeth our 
infirmities. And again. The Spirit itſelf maketh 
Tnterceſſion for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered, Yet the whole tenour of this Chapter, 
if read with attention, will ſatisfy an impartial 
Mind, that the Holy Ghoſt is no other than the 
Spirit of God: and it is not difficult to perceive 
that the Apoſtle means here that, the Grace of 
God aideth vs againſt out infirmities; and that 
His Mercy pleadeth ſtrongly for us. And indeed 
how often in ſcripture is it ſaid, in compliance 
with our feelings, that the tender Compaſſion of 
God intercedeth for his Creatures :—=that His 
Mercy to our weakneſſes and .infirmities is long- 
ſuffering and unſpeakable ;—that He ſees and 
laments our Perverſeneſs, until his Spirit will no 
longer ſtrive with man? Accordingly we are 
cautioned 103 to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
St. Paul goes on to ſay that, the Spirit maketh 
Titerceſſion for the Saints, according to the will of 
God. But who knoweth the Will of God but the 
Spirit of God, or God's Spirit? None. As the 
words of the fame Apoſtle clearly imply. 1 Cor. ii, 
11. Where he compares the intimate knowledge 
that @ man's Spirit only ca bave of himſelf, with 
the knowledge which God's Spirit alone can have 

ö E of 
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of the things of God. Hence we may infer that 
St, Paul, neither in the above inſtances, nor in 


any other, ever means to diſtinguiſh poſitively 
the Holy Spirit from God himſelf. See Iſa. xl. 


13 14. 


| This Apoltle who in Gal. iii. 20. afferts in 


5 Lice terms, that God 15 One, and fo pointedly 


2 Advocate or Anureaſer. * 


. digisguiſbes Him from all that are called Gods. 


1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. could never intend to inculcate 
any Plurality in the Deity*. But if Men will till 
inſiſt from ſuch figurative texts as have been pro- 
duced, or referred to, that by the Spirit is meant 
a diſtin Being; they ſhould obſerve that, they 


cannot from thence maintain its Equality with the 


Almighty, ſince, if we muſt take thoſe paſſages 
literally, It is therein made a ſubordinate Agent, 
But it would be far more conſiſtent with the 
general ſtrain , of the Seriptures, and infinitely 
more clear to the common apprehenſions of 
Mankind, to conſider the Holy Spirit as, in 
fact, implying the Deity himſelf, or his own 
Spiritual manifeſtations. And if it be true that 
Speculative Opinions add little or nothing to the 
| general 


* 5 
1 Chriſt ſays, John iv. 24, that God u a Spirit; bat we no 
where find him, in contradiction to this, declaring that God con · 


fiſts of Thres different Spirits, or Perſovs a Doctrine which 


muſt inevitably infuſe into the human mind Oe Ideas. 


= © 
general ſtock of real Knowledge, we ſhall reap 
but ſmall profit in continuing to Labour under 
the dark ſhade of thoſe myſterious Theories, which 
have ſo long ſerved to bewilder and confound the 
Underſtandings of Men; and which evidently 
appear to claſh with the firſt Great Principle of 
our Holy Records. It is true indeed, that ſuch 
perplexing Subtilties will never have much weight 
with thoſe who freely reflect upon them, andiwho 
are taught, by the endleſs Controverſies they have 5 
occaſioned, to believe that they have done more 
real and laſting Injury to the Chriſtian Religion, 
than its moſt inveterate Enemies have ever been 
able to accompliſh. Serious and thinking Men 
are perſuaded that, The. holding any Being what- 
ſoever, in any poſſible ſenſe, to be Equal with the 
FATHER, is, notwithſtanding any qualifications 
that may be offered, a dangerous, palpable, and di- 
rel Attack upon His Supremacy : Whom, the Bible 
proclaims to be the One God and Father of All; 
Lord of Heaven and Earth. And further. That 
the Doctrines contained in what is called the Creed 
of St. Athanaſius, have conveyed down to us, 
through a more ſubtile Medium, the very Poly- 
theiſm of the Heathen®; and, of courſe, have 
E 2 | helped 


* It is well known that this obſervation appears but too 
juſtly founded, The Platonif: aſſerted a Trinity in the moſt 


| expreſs terms: A powerful Intimation to Chriſtians, whence 
| the 
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helped (however uhintentionally) to contaminate 
the Eſſence of true Religion, and to Leſſen, though 
they cannot deſtroy the Effects of that gracious 
and directive Light which was communicated to 
Man at the Beginning, and uniformly ſtrengthened 
* Frery ſubfequent Diſpenſation. 


To return : It is evident, from the concurrent 
en of Scripture, that our bleſſed Redeemet 
- himſclf, and his Apoſtles alſo, performed all their 
| Afrracles by the Extraordinary influence, and moſt 


© mighty affiſtance of the boly Spirit of God ® ; or, 


which 


the Dofirine had its Origin. © Porphyry (explaining Plato's 
« Opinion, as Cyril ſaith againſt Julian) puts Three eſſences 
in the Deity. 1 God Almighty. 2. The Creator. [or the Son]. 

* 3. The Soul of the World; nor is the Deity extended any 
« further.” How little this differs from the preſent received 
Syſtem, the Reader will judge. And, accordingly, even unto 
this day, we ſee men are driven to the Doctrines of Plato, in 
their endeavours to explain and ſupport their notions of 4 
Trinity. The Pythagoreans and the Platoniſts appear to have 
been the firſt who taught the World to divide the Deity into 
Parts, The Former it ſeems ** had a religious regard for the 
number Three; in which they placed all Perfection. 


Vid. Vives Com. on St. Augaltine's Civ. Dei. B. 10. N. on 


| Chap. 23, and 29. 


© Iſaiah xi. 2. Matt, in. 16. John iii. 34. Ib. xi. 
40—44. Ib. xiv. 20. Acts i, 8. Ib. viii. 13, 18, 19, 20. Ibid, 
x. 38. Ib. xv. 12. Rom. xv. 19. Heb. ii. 4. The diſtinction 


- is, that our Saviour 5imfelf- was endued with theſe Gifts wirb- 


auf meaſure, He being full of the Holy Ghoſt, (Luke ii, 40. iv, 3.) 
or the power of God dwelling more full in kim, 


1 
which is the ſame, by the Power of God himſelf 
acting with them. And this ſeems to deſerve par- 
ticular attention, as many have been led to con- 
clude from the ſtupendous Miracles of Chriſt, 
that he muſt certainly be God, and, of courleg 
the Object of Supreme Worſhip; not dif 
guiſhing that thoſe Miracles were wrough 12 mw Bs; 
tranſcendent Power derived immed! TOM: 
Deity, and not from any Innate Power of cringe 3 
himſelf; as will be ſbewn from ſacred Auth ne" 2 
Thoſe who think that Miracles, and the Ku 
ledge of future Events, are ſufficient to com- 
mand Religious Worſhip unto Them who have 's 
diſplayed ſuch Powers; ſhould conſider that, in x 
this caſe, not only -Chriſt, but Moſes, the Pro- 
phets, and the Apoſtles alſo, would, in conſe- 
quence, be all of them Objects of Divine Wor- 
ſhip. Thus we ſhould fall directly into the Error 
of the People of Lyſtra, Acts xiv. 8-18, (an 
Error which, indeed, has not been peculiar ta 
them). But by attending to the following teſti- 
monies, we-ſhall be able to make the proper dif- 
tinction. In Luke v. 17: we find that while our 
Saviour, ſurrounded by the Phariſees and Doctors 
of the Law, was teaching them and the People, 
it is added ;—and the Power of the Lord was pre- 
ſent to heal tbem . But in the citations which 
follow, we ſee thoſe wonderful works aſcribed more 
n and We to their Principal. o 
* S's Thus 
* Bee Aft iv, 29, 30. * 


P 


Thus on the miraculous healing of the ſick of 


« the palſy by Chrif. Matt. ix. 8. When the mulli- 


tude ſaw it, they marvelled, and glorified Gop who 
bad given ſuch power unto men. In conſequence 
of his raiſing the only Son of a Widow from the 


2 | Dead, Luke vii. 16. There came a fear on all: and 
| I tig . Gop, ſaying, That a great Prophet is 


riſen up. among us: and that God bath viſited his 


Fs People, i. e, vi/ited them by His Prophet; and by 


"the /gnal Power which He communicated to that 
| illdftrious Repreſentative. Again. On the cure 
of a Child, by the ſame great and compaſſionate 
Delegate. Luke ix. 43. The People were all 
amazed at the mighty power of Gov. And when 
the blind Man received his ſight near Jericho, be 
followed Jeſus, gloriſying God. And all the people, 
when they ſaw it gave praiſe unto God, Ib. xviii. 
43- This appears to have been the general ſenſe 
| of all thoſe who on the ſpot beheld theſe Miracles. 

Inſomuch that the multitude wondered when they ſaw 
| the dumb to ſpeak, the maimed to be whole, the lame 
to walk, and the blind to ſee : and they glorified the 
Gop of Jfrael. Matt. xv. 1. 


The attributing theſe Miracles ultimately to 
the Almighty, was a conſtruction not confined to 
the Crouds that frequently ſurrounded our Lord 

merely from curioſity. St. Luke informs us 
Kix. 37. that, on the remarkable Occaſion when 
our Saviour, followed by a vaſt concourſe of the 
People, made his, Triumphant egtry into Jeru- 
falem; 
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ſalem; it was then that his numerous Profeljtes | 
united in giving an open and a glorious teſti- 
mony of their conviction from Vbom all thoſe 
inſtances of Divine Power had proceeded. For, 
at the deſcent of the mount of Olives, on their ap- 
proach to the City, inſpirited by the Preſence .of _ 
their Great Maſter ; The whole multitude. of | the 
Diſcipies began to rejoice and praiſe Go wi s 
loud voice for all the mighty, works that they b 
een“. Now that they were not miſtaken in” 
thus referring theſe mighty acts to the Deity, and 
not to any other Being; Chriſt himſelf, and the 
_ Apoſtles alſo, have fully confirmed, 


Go, ſaith our Saviour to the man of the coun- 
try of the Gadarenes, whom he had healed re- 
turn to thine con houſe, and ſhew how great things 
Gop hath done unte thee, Luke viii. 329. On a 


ſimilar occaſion, he marks with diſtinguiſhed ap- 


probation the piety, and grateful exultation of 
the Leper, who, for the mercy he had juſt received, 
with a loud voice glorified Gop : and then, with 
great humility, thanked the bleſſed Inſtrument of 
His goodneſs. Luke xvii. 1119. 
"IM 0 We 
o See alſo Luke v. 234 26. xiii. 13. Note. Whenever the 
term God is mentioned ab/olutely, it always, in Scripture, means 
* Father; as is. plain from the explanatory paſſages, Mark 
11. 35. compare Matt. xii. 50. John viii. 41, 42 2 Cor. i. 3. 


xi. 31. Eph. iv. 6. 1 Thefl. iii. 13. James iii. 9% Kc. The © 


Lozp Gd of the Old Teſtament, is, very often called by the 
more indulgent name of he Father, in the New. 


(6 5 
We may obſerve that our Lord is ſolicitous 
and watchful to lead the Attention of his Diſ- 
ciples from theſe ſurpriſing Efe#s, up to the true 
Cauſe of them, At the fight of the withered Fig- 
tres. Mark xi. 20, 21. St. Peter expreſſing 
his aſtoniſhment, our Redeemer takes the oppor - 
tunity of exhorting his Diſciples to have confi- 
dence in that Almighty Being, by a firm faith in 
#hom they ſhould accompliſh things far more 
Wonderful: Have faith, ſays he, in God. On 
that affecting occaſion, when he was about to raiſe 
his beloyed Lazarus from the Grave, John xi. 
he, in a ſhort but ſignificant Addreſs, openly 
offers up his acknowledgments to that Supreme 
Power which enabled him to eall the Dead again 
inta Life! and to confirm by that illuſtrious teſti» 
mony, the Truth of his Divine Embaſſage, Lift. 
i up his eyes, he ſaith, Father, I thank thee that 
thou haſt beard me. And I knew that thou beareſ 
me always : but becauſe of the people which Rand by 
I aid it, that they may believe that thou baſt ſent me. 
The whole relation of this benevolent Miracle is 
ſolemn, and pathetic in the higheſt degree : and 
| | the 


A 


+ This Miracle was, very probably, done as a type, or em- 
blem of the Curſe that ſhould befall the Jewiſh Nation for their 
obſtinate unbelief and Un/ruitfulne/i. See Bp, Law's Con- 

& Afiderations, N. P. 321. from whom this Idea is borrowed. 
The Bp. applies it, (very properly) to Luke xiii, 


\ 


MF iS 
the Thankſgiving preferred to God at the mongeng 
before Lazarus was called forth, ſhews the earneſt 
deſire our Saviour had of manifeſting, not his 
own glory, but the Glary of God. Ver. 40. In- 
deed, our Lord in his declarations that be cenld de 
nothing of himſelf, ſufficiently evinced that he never 


thought of arrogating to bimſeif the power of 
working theſe Miracles; or of aſcribing them to 


any other Being, or Perſon, than the Farms, 


Who, he repeatedly. n. dwelt in bim * 
the works *. 


Our Saviour continually repreſents himſelf as 
acting under the Guidance and Authority of the 
Father. He refers to the Father alone as his 
SanFifier, and the ſacred Witneſs of his divine 
Miſſion T; making no ſeparate appeal to the 
holy Ghoſt, He declares the Father alone to be 
Omniſcient and Omnipotent tf. He aſſerts the 
Father to be the immediate Revealer of the moſt 
important Truths |; and the Diſpenſer of good 
things, Matt. vii. 11, by which are here meant 
ſpiritual endowments 5. He tells his diſciples that 

it 


* See the texts N +, P. 6r. 


| + John v. 31, 32+ 37. vi. 27. iii. 17, 18, x. 36, 37. 
1 Matt. xxiv, 36. Mark xiii, 32. xiv. 36. 
{| Matt. xi. 25, 26. xvi. 16, 17. 


$ See the paralle! paſſage, Luke xi. 13, 


(a9 
it vas the Spirit of the Father that ſpake, or 
ſhould ſpeak in them“, and, conſequently, in no 
inſtance directs any Acknowledgements to be 
made diſtinsy to the holy Spirit. Are not theſe 


. circumſtances utterly unaccountable on the ſuppo- 


fition that the holy Ghoſt is a Divine Perſor, 
ur to the es and ery af from Hun 9 


| St. Peter immediately after that gracious: - 
ſion of ſupernatural Powers from above, Acts it. 


takes occaſion to proclaim unto the aſtoniſhed 
Multitude, the origin of them all. Tris is that 


. which' was ſpoken by the prophet Joel. (Joel ii. 28, 


'29). And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, 
faith God, 1 will pour out of My Spirit upon all 


Neſb: and your ſons. and your daughters fhall pro- 
pbeſy.— And on my ſervants and on my bandmaidens 


I will pour out in thoſe days of My Spirit; and 


they ſhall prophecy. Again ver. 22. Ze men of I/- 


rael, hear theſe words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders 
and figns, which Gov Dip BY HIM in the midft of 
vou, as ye yourſelves alſo know. To the ſame pur- 
poſe are the following declarations. Acts xv. 12. 
Then all the multitude kept ſilence, and gave audience 
to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and 
wenders Gob had ee, among the Gentiles by 

£84 | them. 
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them. Again. Ib. xix. 11. An Gov wrought | 
JR Miraclev by the hands of Paul. als 


What ſufficient authority, therefore, from the 
ſacred Writings, or from reaſon, there is to diſtin- 
guiſh the Holy Spirit into a bird Perſon, we can- 
not find or comprehend “: ſurely. by this diſtindtiom 


© The following texts * been often 1 as 
thought by many to be clearly favourable to the Trinitarian 
Syſtem ; we ſhall, therefore, endeavour to give, what we ** 
prehend to be, a proper explication of them. x 


Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all» nations, bop: 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
boly Ghoſt. ; ö 

The purport of this Form of Baptiſm we whe to be this, 
viz. The entering into a ſolemn Obligation to obey the Dottrines 
and. Precepts of the Goſpel :. which we are fincerely to believe, 
dere communicated to Chrift, for the univerſal benefit Man- 
kind, by God, even the FaTHER, and confirmed by the Miraculous 
atteflations of His ſacred Power ar Spirit. It appears, how- 
ever, from the Ad, and from St. Paul's Epiſtles that, the 
Apoſtles did not think it neceſſary to follow: the above Form 
in Baptizing their Converts, but, moſt - frequently, if not al - 
ways, Baptized them in the name of Je/as Cbriſ only: i. e. 
Initiated them into the Religion which Chriſt taught. For as 
many of you as have been baptized "into Chrift, have put on 
 Chrift, Gal. iii. 25. vis. put him on as. ati Fran] acknow- 
ledged him as a'divine Guide and Maſter. Now this more 
eonciſe mode of Baptiſm, if the above explication be allewid, 
amounts to the ſame as that recorded in St. Matthew, com- 
pally that is meant bs ds e en bath ind 

ther, 
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we do not heighten our conceptions of the glory, 


benevolence, or poyer of the Amighty bimſelf ; 
f but 


wer dc. Whereas if more had been intended by the words 
in St. Matthew, it is bardly conceivable that the Apoſtles 
would have eyer ventured to omit any part of that Form 
on ſo Intereſting and Inſtructive an Occaſion. 


Fr Gor. xiii. 14. The grace of the Lord Jeſus Chrifl, and the 
love of Cad, and the communion "i the boly Ghoſt be with you 
. Amen. 

This paſſage contains a vious wiſh of the Apoſtle, that, the 
Grace, or Favour (xa4:s) of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the Medium of the Divine Aſſiſtance; (Or, by Grace, may 
mean the like Mind, or Diſpoſition, aich was alſo in Chrift 
Fefus) and the love of God, which is the foundation of every 
Blefling; and the communion of bis holy Spirit or Divine 
Influence, might Inſpire and actuate the Corinthians. The 
text Ir 
Goſpel.” 

x John 7. 7. For Ft are three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the boly Ghoſt: and theſe three are 
ane. 

This famous paſſage, which is ſappoſed directly to imply 

a Trinity, is of very doubtful authority. Many of the moſt 
Learned Chriſtian Advocates have maintained it to be abſo- 
lately ſpurious: Among other ſtrong reaſons, they aſſert that 
it is not to be found in any authentic Greek Manuſcript 
whatſoever : © in none Elder than the invention of Printing.“ 
Should it, however, be genuine (which is difficult to believe 
unleſs it. were better grounded) it only infers, as the context 
ſhews, that, the Alwighty Father bimſelf, Matt. iii. 27. 2 Pet. 
4. 17.—the purity and ſoperior excellence of the Word or 
Chriſtian DoAarines ; and the holy Spirit or divine Powers, 
communicated by the Father in the fulleſt manner to Chriſt; 

all 
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but rather, moſt ungratefully, would 2 them 
in part to another. 


So far were bur Land and his inmedinte difcis 
ples from giving birth to a doctrine ſo injurious 
and complex, that they ſeem to have taken pains 
to ſhew us that there is no foundation for ſuch a 
perſonal diſtinction, (as the Reader muſt have ob- 
ſerved in the texts already cited of referred to.) 


They uniformly teach ns that all Power pro- 


ceedeth from God alone and our Redeemer 
teſtifies 


— all beat witneſs with anited force, that, he is the Son of God; 


which no Chriſtian will deny. 
Much the ſame meaning has been given to theſe texts by 


others; and ſome ſuch explication muſt be allowed them, 
ot they cannot be reconciled to the general ſenſe of Scripture : 


And we are told by the Compilers of the 39 Articles that © we 
may not ſo expound one place in Scripture that it be repug- 
nant to another.” The conſtruction which is hers per epos 
the above texts will hardly be thought forced. 


„To what i. called a Third Perſon. Yet it certainly is not 


ungratefylly meant ; it is the love of God miſplaced ; and muſt 
often ſerve to keep our Heavenly Father at a diſtance, as 


it were, from our attention, by introducing into the mind (what 
is ſuppoſed to be) azotber Object of Adoration, 


+ My Father i: greater than all. John x. 29. 1can of nies 


own ſelf do nothing. Ib. v. 30. The Father that dwelleth in me, 
be deeth the works. Ib. xiv. 10. (Here, it is very obſervable, 


our Saviour plainly conſiders the Father and the Holy Ghoſt as 
the ane.) Now they have known that all things whatſoever 


thou bat Given me are of thee. Ib. xvii. 7. For there is mo 


fower but of God, Rom. xiii, 1,—See alſo John v. 44- 
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teſtifies. that, by the Holy Gboſt is ſignified, not 

Power only, but alſo that Divine Light, (than 

which there cannot be a greater Comforter) the 

promiſe of Gop , which guideth us into all Truth, 

and which our heavenly: FATHER giveth to . 
oe of bim in ſincerity f. 


What nes ye not, faith St, Paul to the Co- 
ripthians, that your body is the temple of the holy 
Ghoſt wich is in you, which ye have of Gop, and 
ye are not your own ?—1 Cor. vi. 19. 


20055 . ye not | that ye are th temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 1 Cor. 
iii. 16, 


N Theſe two paſſages very evidently and clearly 
| IS each other, 


In the iiid chap. 2 Cor. the Apoſtle intending 
to point out the more free and glorious diſpenſa- 
tion of the new Covenant, when compared with 
that of the Law under Moſes ; declares the Goſpel 
to be given by the Spirit of the living God: that 
this Spirit is the giver of (eternal) life, through 
Cbriſt: and then, cautious leſt he ſhould be miſ- 
conceived, ſays expreſsly afterwards, Now THE 
Loxp IS THAT SPIRIT, ver. 17. How perfectly 
8 Wee doch 


* Adds i. 4,5. Luke Ar. 49. Epb. i. 13. f Lake xi: 13. 
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doth this revelation harmonize with that othet 
explanatory paſſage of the ſame Apoſtle; To uit, 


that Gop was in Chrift reconciling the world unto. 
. 2 Cor. v. 18, 15 45 


Still we want not further confirmations of this 
important Truth. The enlightened Writer in 
1 Cor. xiv. 18. and alſo in his ad Epiſtle to Ti- 
mothy iii. 16. declares again, (thank God in words 

which cannot juſtly admit of doubt) M bo is ulti- 
mately meant by the holy Ghoſt :—under Whoſe 
ſacred influence and direction, he, and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, had been A#ing and Writing : and 
to Whom their gratitude was due ;—in the fol- 
lowing clear and remarkable expreſſions. In th 
firſt paſſage, after treating of Spiritual gifts, he 
ſays, I thank wy Gov, I ſpeak with tongues more 
than ye all, In the ſecond, he aſſerts that, 
Scripture is given by inſpiration of Gov. Who, it 
is declared in another place, did diſtribute all 
thoſe wonderful endowments, and ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings, according to bis Own Will :-—Gop alſo bear- 
ing them witneſs both with figns and wonders, and 
with divers miracles, and gifts (or diſtributions) of 
the holy Ghoſt, according to His own WII. Heb, 
ii. 4.* By the term God is here meant the Father, 
thay is ev the holy Ghoſt being afterwards 


: noted 


* Compich Epheſians.i. 1r.' See alſo 1 Cor, xii, 12, 
which compare with Ib. ver. 28. 


TT 
noted ( amongſt other Divine favours) in the ſatne 
ſentence. We may, therefore, obſerve that it is 
extremely difficult, if not impoſſible, to reconcile 
tis paſſage to the Athanaſian ſyſtem. It doth 
not appear reaſonable to think that the holy 
Ghoſt, (although a Being or Divine Perſon diffe- 
Fent from the Father, and Equal with Him, yet) 
thould not be determined by bis on Will, or 
Authority, in the diſtribution of thoſe Gifts, 
which the above Syſtem ſuppoſes to be peculiarly 
his own : But, waving an argument which poſ- 
fibly may be controyerted ;— 


That which (on the Trinitarian hypotheſis) 
conſtitutes a ſtill greater Difficulty in the text un- 
der conſideration, and alſo in ſeveral others, and 
which, indeed, appears inſuperable, is this, that 
| Cod is therein poſitively declared to be the Gives, 
and the holy Ghoft the GitT: And it ſeems im- 
poſſible to conceive how a Divine Perſon, or In- 
telligent Agent, can be ſaid, with any conſiſtency, 
to be poured out, ſhed, or Diſtributed | 


Thus, we are humbly of opinion, it appears 
demonſtratively, from the ſacred teſtimonies ad- 
duced, that the gifts or powers, therein called the 
gifts of the holy Ghoſt, were the Spiritual Dif- 
penſations of God himſelf, from Whom they all 
originally owed, and not from any other Being 

- whatſoever; 


-4 


( 63 ) 

whatſoever. If therefore we conſider thoſe ſuper- 
natural Endowments abſtraFedly from the Deity ; 
we muſt then, in order to preſerve the conſiſtency 
of the Scriptures, and a rational Faith, reſolve 
them into the effects of a Divine Aflatus, or Ce- 
leftial Virtue *, exerted in different modes and de- 
grees, and e to different Agents, but ſtill 
iſſuing primarily from One and the Same Great 
Fountain of All Bleſſings, even from the Father.— 
Our heavenly Teacher and his Diſciples, were 


well aware that the true Unity of the Deity could 
be preſerved by no other Doctrine F. 


Do not err, therefore, my beloved Brethren. 
Every good gift and Every perfe gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the FaTatR of 
lights 1, Who, as St. Paul comprehenſively ex- 


preſſes himſelf, is above all, and qa. all, and 
in you all. Amen. 


| OF 
* Luke vi. 19. viii. 46. 1 John ii. 20. 27. | 
7 Therefore the Evangeliſt, and the Apoſtles, have been 
| careful to repeat to us that, He who ancinted Jeſus and them- 


ſelves with the holy Ghoſt and with power, in God —ABs iv. af. | 
x. 38. 2 Cor. i. 21. 22. 2 Peter i. 17, 


t James i. 16. 17, Theſe words of St. James die aue 
4 thoſe of Chrif, Matt. vii. 11. Luke xi. 13.) appear to 
be ſufficiently deciſive, and to confirm the Principles contained 
above: fince it is plain that, if every good and every perfe& 
gift cometh from the Fa THA no good or perfect gift what- 
ſoever, can origina/e from any other Being. To Whom there» 
fore, are our higheſt Praiſe and Gratitude due? 

S F 2 


af 


* 
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sv JESUS CHRIST: 


Behold, my Servant, whom I have choſen; my bitebed, 

in whom my ſoul is well-pleaſed : I will put my 
Spirit upon him; and he ſhall pe . fo 
"0 Gentiles. Matt. xii. 1 15. 


And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
 OnLy true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent.— John xvii. 3. 


IHE Unity of the Moft High God, is a 
1 Turn which, by his watchful Providence, 
has been preferved, in mam, from the days of 
Adam, through all the dark and. complicated 
ſyſtems of Religion, unto this clouded hour: it 


never has been totally loſt ſight of, nor ever will 
be. Its permanent duration is, n a preſump- 
tive proof that it is a Truth, | 


The violent Contentions relating to the Nature 
of our Redeemer, which have thrown-the Chriſtian 
World, for ſo long a period, into the moſt un- 
happy diviſions; in all appearance, aroſe prin- 
cipally (as hath bern noticed) from a very early 


admiſſion of the Eaſtern Philoſophy amongſt Chriſ- 
- . tians. 


= © 


tians. The ſimplicity that reigns throughout the. 

Goſpel, was ill exchanged for thoſe dark; and de- 
luſive tenets which have introduced. an almoſt 
total confuſion into its Doctrines. The proper 


and neceſſary Diſtinction between the Inviſible God 
and His Meſſenger, is, in a great meaſure, loſt: 
Ho juſt and advantageous 1 it would þe to recover. 
it in the minds of men, it is hoped, will be ſuf⸗ 
ficiently ſnewn in the following pages. Happy 
it is that the undertaking is made eaſy 3 ſince 


the authentic documents of our Religion have 
been Providentially tranſmitted to the preſent 


He who brought life and immortality 10 light, it 
appears above, (John xvii. 3.) was ſent by the 
Supreme Being to confirm to us that great and 
moſt eſſential Article, His Unity; as it was before 
taught by the Prophets in the Old Teſtament “; | 
and to inſtil into mankind the 5 
Principles, the moſt benevolent Ethics, that 
ever were promulgated on earth. The divine 
Meſſenger, in his own perſon, exemplified a perfect 
and immoveable adherence to them, and calmly 


reſigned his ſacred Life as a ſolemn Teſtimony of 
their truth and efficacy f. From the digniry of 
F 2 his 

* See Mait, v. 17. Rom. xv. 8. 9. 
+ In what ſenſe this great Event may be ſaĩd to bea Propitiatory, 1 


or GG tender Merey, and 
Tan 
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tis Mimon, the force of his Doctrines, his on- 
exampled Innocency, and the Power with which 
he was une he is called in e the Sen 


Plocabllig of our Ck e whoſe dipins Jafice is is eyer 
pacified by repentance and amendment, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Iſa: 
xliii. 25. Iv, 7. Pf. vi. 15.) we are unable to determine. 
(a) Wh: follows; however, ſeems clear. It is declared in Scrip- 
that he died for our Sins,—that his blood was ſhed for our Re- 
: an important Truth; for had not the human race 

e in Sin and Ignorance, he had never been ſent on 
Earth; his afflictive Death, which he foretzexv and feretold, was 
the conſequence of his appearance in this World,—the Seal of his 
Miſſion: he became therefore, moſt truly, a Sacrifice for, or 
becaufe of, the ſins and corruptions of Mankind. Acts iii. 26. 
Tit. ii. 14. 1 John iii. 5. 8. Thus (even in this ſenſe, though 
the conſlruction may not reach the full meaning) © gave he his 
life a Ranſom for 'Many;” and 7brough him, viz. (conditionally) 
by the. faithful obſervance of bis Dofrines, and by his Mediation, 
we are, indeed, reconciled unto God, and have a way opened to 
eternal life, The notion which ſome have adopted, that the 
ſhedding of his precious Blood (a fact which ſtrongly illuſtrated 
his humble Obedience to the Will of God, and his exceflive love 
of Mankind,) was alone a complete and ſufficient ſatisfadion for 
the Sins af Al, muſt ſurely be erroneous; ſince, in that caſe, 
there would have been no need of his Interceſſion afterwards ; nei- 
ther ſhould we have been taught © zo work out our own Salva- 
tion with fear and trembling.” Philip: it. x2. 


( ©) See Biſhop Law's excellent We han on the Theory of Religion, 
Note r, Page 281, 5th Edit. 


And that he (who is to be our future deputed Judge) re- 
tains great power and authority in the Chriſtian World, for the 
welfare of the Church, of which be is the Head, is ger: re · 
vealed in Seripture. 


* 
* 
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of God: A denomination further juſtified by his 
ſupernatural Conception. His Precepts are clear, 
ſolid, and comprehenſive; inſtructing us, as the 
firſt and great Principles, on the firm baſis of 
which, every Religious and moral Perfection is 
raiſed, (and in proportion to our obſervance of 
them, the great Hope of future happineſs ſtrengthens 
and increaſes:) To love the Lord our God, with all 
our heart, with all our foul, and with all our 
to Morſbip Him alone in Spirit and in Truth e: and, 
to do unto all Men as we would * ſhould do unto 


ourſelves. n | ee 


Accordingly, e 3 to . Great + 
thor of his Miſſion, and careful to prevent any 
miſconſtruction of his own Character, which his 
aſtoniſhing Powers might have occaſioned; in the 

eſpecial Prayer that he compoſed for his Diſciples, 
he teaches them to addreſs themſelves to God the 
Father only : Our Father we art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name, &c. In this Divine Form, 
calculated for general benefit and obſervance,” and 
which, therefore, aſſuredly is not defe&ive in the 
main Point; we find not the moſt diſtant hint of 
a Trinity no other Object of Worſhip or Glori- 

e cation 


* See Matt. iv. 10. Ibid. vi. 6. Mark xii. 30. John iv. 
23, 24. See alſo Rev. xiv. 6, 7. Ib. xix. 10. But his % 
Example is abundantly ſufficient. See Matt. xi. 25. Luke v. 
16. Ib. vi. 12. Ib. Xxii. 41, 42, Ke. 


. Ga propoſed but tbe Farmer, © Now whs | 
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| there the leaſt neceſſity to Pray to any other Be- 
ing whatſcever, or to adore any other, our Saviour 
tertainly would not have miſled his diſciples and 
the world, by nepletling, on that important occa- 
lion, to inſert in his form of Prayer what would 
Ever be abſolutely neceſſary to true Religion, and 
conducive to the happineſs of his followers, This 
fingle argument for the Unity, appears ſo deci- 
five, that, ſurely, any contrary opinion, muſt 
maintain its ground, merely from our 

the ſacred writings with inattention or prejudice. 
We are indeed taught in many places of Scrip- 
rure, to pray to the Deity in ur Saviour's Name, 
(after his departure hence) as our great High Priefh, 
Mediator and Guide, the Chriſt of God; but, we 
humbly conceive, not to him, who himſelf mb 
Prayed, and gave thanks to the Almighty, and 
thereby plainly diſtinguiſhed himſelf from the great 
and glorious God of All! 


The prevailing e of offering nates 
Adoratjon and Prayer to the Sor as well as to the 
Father, is a dirs@-avowal of Two difiggent Objects 
ef Divine Worſhip: (for the Son is certainly not 

the Fatber,) It is an acknowledgment of Two 
| Divine and all-Intelligent Agents. So it appears 
to many ſincere Chriſtians: and they think that 
this Practice f ſeems to contemn the ſtrict 


W 
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lnjunctions of the Old Teſtament, but alſo the 
Precepts and Example of Chriſt himſelf;“ who, 
aſſuredly, never intended that his Diſciples ſhould + 
place him on any Equality with his God and Fa- 

ther; his Dependence on Whom he ſignifies in the 
moſt ſolemn and expreſſive manner. 


oF 


When our Redeemer was expiring on thy Croſs, 
he ſends forth this empharical Exclamation! < My 
* God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me?” + 
and ”_ he ſaith, even after his glorious Refurrec- 
| F 4 * tion, 


Our Saviour, Joha iv. 22. 23, plainly declares himſelf to 
be a Vorſbipper of the Father, with the reſt of the Jews of his 
time. There are a very few paſſages which appear to ſome to 
favour Prayer or Petition to Chrift : but we (who, however, do 
not preſume to decide for others) are cautious of yielding to any 
ſingular or obſcure text, an equal weight with the mary clear 
Rules of the Goſpels and Epiſtles on this point; as the opinion 
juſt mentioned, doth not confiſt with thoſe general Precepts and 
Examples, nor with the poſitive directions of our Saviour him- 
ſelf. See Matt. vi. 6. 9. John xvi. 23, 24- and texts Nu. 
Page Hg | 


Whenever we are at a loſs Da OO TNT" LS | 
any other coptroverted article of importance, there ſeems to be | 
left to us no Rule more ſatisfaftory and juſtifiable, than that of 
being determined (as has been before obſerved, Introduc. N. + 


P. xiii.) by the mof evidence, and the cleareſt we can find in 
the Scriptures. 


4 Probably, applying to himſelf, and — Thus- | 
tion, the prophetic words of the II Pſalm, 
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tion, John xx. 17. I aſcend unto my Father and 
your. Father, and toMy God and your God. Theſe 
plain and remarkable Expreſſions of our Sa- 
viour's, which fully acknowledge the ſuperio- 
rity of the Deity, and his dependence upon him; 
one ſhould think ſufficient to Impreſs for ever 
their very great difference. In John xiv. 28. 
he directly ſays, my Father is cREaTER than J. In 
order to reconcile this pointed aſſertion to the 
doctrine of the Trinity, we are ſametimes told, 
that Chriſt only meant to ſay here, that his Fa- 
ther was greater than himſelf as to bis human 
Nature, and not with reſpe to bis Divine. But 
how is it poſſible to think that Chriſt, either 
here or any where elſe, ever meant to compare 
his mortal Nature with the moſt perfect and in- 
effable Eſſence of Almighty God? If he meant 
any compariſon, it muſt ſurely _”e been between 

his 


+ That he was raiſed oat the Dead and G/orifed by the 
Poxwer of God, ſee Acts ii. 32. Ib. iii. 13. 15. Ib. v. 30, 31. 
Ib. x. 40. Ib. xiii. 30. Rom. viii. 11. Ib. x. 9. 1 Cor. vi. 14. 
2 Cor. xiii. 4. Gal. i. x I. 1 Thefl. i. 10, Heb. xili. 20. I 
Peter i. 21, &e. "In John x. 18, Chriſt ay. bave power 
to lay it (his life) dozwn, and bave power to take it again. How- 
ſoever this paſſage is to be underſtood, our Saviour ſufficiently 
declares his Dependence by ſaying direflly ; 7, bis Commandment 
Bave I received of my Father + which intimation may alſo ex- 
plain John ii. 19. But ſee the texts referred to in this Note, 
* are all clear and l ü 
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his Spiritual or heavenly Nature“, and that of his 
Father's, ſince that only could bear any fort of 
fimilitude. In the words above, therefore, our 
Saviour clearly profeſſes his ſubordination, and 
again, in Matt. xxiv. 36, and Mark iii. 32. he 
declares his Knowledge (and here he certainly re- 
ferred to his ſuperior part) to be below that of his 
Father's.” f | | 
Howeves ſtrongly prejudiced men may be from 
the long prevalence of human ſyſtem, it is certain 
that the ſacred. writers have taken great pains to 
aſſert the Supremacy and unequalled Majeſty of 
the one God and Father of the Univerſe: and 
have alſo ſo clearly diſcriminated the Characters 
of the Almighty and his Meſſenger, that it is 
truly aſtoniſhing how they could ever be con- 
faunded. St. Paul, for inſtance, has ſettled theſe 
great points, one ſhould think, in the moſt ſatis- 
factory manner. Eph. iv. 6. and 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
But, not to confine ourſelves to the Apoſtles aſ- 
ſertions, let us attend to the words of Chriſt him- 
ſelf. I came down from heaven not to do mine own 
will, but the will of Him that ſent me. John vi. 38. 
| | Neither 


The moſt exa/ted part of his Nature. 


+ See Acts i. 7. He, (may his name be for ever honoured) 
who in unparalleled humility, refuſed even the appellation 
Oed, could never mean to equal himſelf with the One 
Source of All Goodneſs, as he declares God to be. Mat. xixz 
7. Luke xvii gg, | 


N 


Neither came I of myſelf, but he (God) ſent me, 
John viii. 42. In theſe, and in many other paſ- 
ſages, he expreſslx marks his Inferiority, by de- 
claring his Submiſſion to the Divine Will; and 
_ alſo diſtinguiſhes himſelf from Gop who ſent him: 
as in John xii. 44. He that believeth on me, be- 
keveth not an me, but on him that ſent me. Again. 
John v. 31. 32. If bear witneſs of myſelf, my 
witneſs is not true. There is Another that beareth 
witneſs of me, and I know that the witneſs which be 
witnefeth of me is true. He, indeed, inſiſts on 
his Mediatorial Character in very emphatic words. 
No man cometh unto the Father but by me. John 
xiv. 6. From theſe texts it is perfectly clear that, 
the- Perſons of our Saviour and of God, are abſo- 
lutely diſtinds: and it is as clear that the former 
claimed no higher honours than an acknowledg- 
ment of his divine Miſſion,“ and a ſincere accept- 
ance of him as the appointed Medium of Salvation 
to all thoſe who will learn his doctrines and obey 
them. Verih, veriq, I ſay unto you, he tbat heareth 

* He tells the Jews, John v. 23. That all men fould honear 
the Sow even as they honour the Father, he th reth not the 
Son honoureth not the Father which bath ſent Nu. As if he had 
faid : Thoſe who honour not the Ambaſſador, honour not the 
Potentate who ſent him, That Chriſt aſſumed here no higher 
dignity than that of God's Meſſenger or Ambaſlador, is plain 
from his telling the Jews juſt before ver. 19. That the for can do 
nothing of bimſelf: And that the Father had Given bis authority 
to execute Judgment ver. 27. 
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my word, and believeth on Him that ſent me, bath + 
everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation; 
but is paſſed from death unto life, John v. 24. The 
Holy Innocent Jeſus, the righteous ſervant of the 
Loxp, (Iſa. liii. 11.) could never think of af- 
ſuming any Equality with his Almighty Principal, 
by whom, he ſays, be lived: John vi. 57. and whom 
he declares to be Greater than all. John x. 29. 

his virtuous Ambition, though leading to glorious 
effects, was yet of a far humbler nature, and en- 
groſſed all his attention, it was, as he aſſerts, To 
do the Will of Him that ſent bim, nm bis 
work, John iv. 34. 


It is very natural to believe that the Sox is the 
laſt Being in the Univerſe who would wiſh to 
place himſelf, or covet to be placed on a Level 
with .his God and Father Eternal, Whom he 
muſt reverence and love with Affection unſpeak- 
able: And if language ſuch as the above will not 
ſatisfy us, concerning the great difference betwixt 
God and Chriſt, what form of ſound words can be 
ſubſtituted to ſoften our Prejudices and clear our 
Underſtanding? Not one of the above texts, 
quoted or referred to, require the leaſt ſtraining to 
apply them. While theſe and the like paſſages re- 
main in the Bible, it will be vain and abſurd to 
charge the aſſertors of the Divine Unity with being 
gbliged to fly to dark or forced conſtructions. 


They 


. 

They have no need of Artifice. This very con- 
ſideration is, in fact, the foundation of their com- 
fort and peace. Contented with the ſimplicity 
of their Principles, ſupported by the plain and 
ſolemn declarations of Revelation; they may, 
without any oſtentation, freely leave all manage- 
ment to Thoſe who can venture to overlook or 
perplex the cleareſt Teſtimonies, if they happen 
to deny and reſiſt the Syſtem which they have 


It ſhauld be further obſerved of the foregoing 
ſcriptures, that by whatſoever means God was 
pleated ro communicate his Will to his creatures 
in more diftant Ages; it is certain with reſpect 
to us that, Chriſt is appointed our unchangeable 
Guide; that he is ordained the Mediator between 
Ged and men; our great High Prieft; the Mef- 
ferger of the new Covenant with the Earth. For 
there is none other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we muſt be ſaved, Acts iv. 12. Not- 

withſtanding theſe very Intereſting circumſtances, 
and the conſideration of the great Authority with 
which Chrift is Inveſted:—To raiſe him to any 
higher Dignity than his own declarations, or thoſe 
of his Apoſtles, will upon the whole, clearly. vin- 
dicate :—To place him on an Equality with the 
Deity, whoſe Ambaſſador he was, and from 
Whom he received all his Powers; is to diminiſh 

| | the 


> 
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the ſacred Rights, and obſcure the Glory of his 
Father and his God: It confounds the whole 
ſyſtem of Revelation, and, conſequently, greatly 
obſtructs its effects. The permanent Honours 
and real merits of Chriſt, neither want nor can 
receive any addition, or heightening luſtre from 
the extravagant attempts of men *: on the con- 
trary, it may be feared that, the ill-judging Zeal 
of endeavouring to exalt the Nature of our Re- 
. deemer ſo much above what Reaſon and the Scrip- 
tures will fully juſtify, hath been, and is eſſen- 
_ tially injurious both to him and his doctrines. 
The two Diſpenſations, the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, were certainly given to deſtroy Pohytheiſm 
in all its ſhapes: to infuſe into Mankind a ſpirit 
of true Piety, and univerſal Benevolence: and, 
eſpecially, to Eſtabliſh the Worſhip of the One 
Lord God of the Univerſe, and to promote: 
His Glory on Earth. For theſe great purpoſes 
was Chrit MT given f. The Doctrine of the 


Divine 


* Our Saviour plainly manifeſted a readineſs to admit the 
tokens of ſincere Affection and Reverence, which are certainly 
due to him from all men ; but he hath ſhewn that he is very 


far from being inclined to countenance, any Oſtentatious marks 
of Honour to himſelf; which ſavour too much of human 


frailty, and are not the fruits he expecis from his Diſeiples.— 
Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, Hall enter into the 


Kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my FaTuss 
who is in beaven. Matt. vii. 21. 


| 4 John vii. 18, viii. 50. xvii. 3, 4. 26. xviii, 37. 


* 


. 
Divine Unity appears, therefore, of infinite Con- 
ſequence. It is the Cauſe of Gop: It is the Cauſe 
of Cbriſt: It is the Cauſe of every man who is 
warmed with any Gratitude to his Creator and 
Preſerver, or has any proper Regard to himſelf, 


Humbly bowing before the Throne of that 
Sur zue PowzR to whom all things are poſſible, 
we ſhall not enter on any Argument for, or 
againſt the Pre- exiſtence of our Great Maſter, who 
was ſo tranſcendent an Example of righteouſneſs 

and humility : but in ſupport of the Momentous 

Cayſe which is herein maintained, we ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew further from the ſame Records 
which have been our guide, the impoſſibility of 

his being Equal with Gop : (an Elevation he did 
not aſpire to)—profeſling at the ſame time with 
great ſincerity, that zealous love and reverence 
for our Redeemer which are due to him from 
' every grateful and feeling heart *. 


Without 


* Suppoſing that Chriſt did Pre-exift in ſome glorious State 
it by no means follows that he had Supreme Dominion, or that 
he was the Creator, as ſome have concluded. Such opinions 
are, indeed, utterly inconſiſtent with the Scripture doctrine, 

as they leave no room for his ſubſequent Exaltation and Re-" 
ward for his Sufferings and Obedience here on Earth. See 
Dr. Lardner; Poſth. Diſcourſes on Philip. ii. 5—11. lately 
publiſhed, p. 33. An opportunity may be here taken to ob - 
ſerve, 


E 
Without, therefore, pretending to diſpute the 
Pre- exiſtence of Chriſt; we ſhall obſerve that, 


Whatever may have been his natute and dignity 
before his appearance on Earth; 7e Opinion of a 


Divine Nature Proper to bim, and Equal, as it is 
commonly aſſerted, to the Father's, is evidently 
inconſiſtent with the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, as 
muſt appear from what has been already pro- 
duced. But, moreover, - What occaſion could 
there have been, in that caſe, to ſhed upon him, 
for the purpoſes of his Miſſion, the Extraordinary 
Gift of the holy Ghoſt; — upon him who already 
poſſeſſed Divine Wiſdom and Power in the higheſt 
Degree ? But no ſuch inconſiſtency, is maintained 
in the Goſpel : Our Lord evidently diſclaims all 
| ſuch intrinſic. Divinity, frequently declaring in 
plain words that he derived all his Powers from 


| * | | | 
ſerye, once for all, that when in the ſtrong figurative lan- 
guage of the ſacred Writers, Chrift is called the Inſtrumental 
Creator of the Worlds, or rather b. agen, &e. this, accord 
ing to many learned and eminent Chriftians, means no mera 
than his being the Founder of the new moral or Chriſtian Dif- 
penſation ; (called a Creation unto good works. Eph, A. 10.) but 
has no relation to the Creation of the Univerſe. And thoſe 
learned men appear to be right, for God Himſelf (or the Father) 
was moſt certainly the CxBaToR; this we are early and juſtly 
taught even in our Catechiſms; and, indeed, any other opinion 
flatly contradicts the expreſs declarations of the Old and New 
Teſtament from beginning to end, See Gen. i. 1. vi. 7. Job 
xxxviii, throughout, Iſa. xxxvii. 16. xliv. 24. xlv, 11, 13. 18. 
- 5 Mark 
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. God his Father s, Whoſe . unrivalled Supremacy 
he alſo proclaims in terms which cannot be miſ- 
taken. John x. 29. Theſe truths we ſhall find 
Exempliied, if we pay attention to the circum- 
ſtances of that intereſting Event which cloſed his 
Miſſion. For, had he been poſſeſſed of ſuch a 
Divine Nature, Inberent in himſelf; it will be 
granted by all, that, as it muſt have been abſo- 
lutely Inſeparable from him, ſo it would have 
been ſufficient to have ſupported his Human Na- 
ture on all occaſions whatſoever, as effectually as 
any Aid another Power. He would not, 
therefore, have needed to be ſtrengthened by an 
Angel, on a ſolemn occaſion, and he certainly 
might have avoided the cruel Death, which he 
knew his Enemies were on the point of pre- 
paring for him, without any applications to God, 
Luke xxil. 41—44. Where would have been 
the Neceſſity or Propriety of Praying for help or 
relief which he did not really want? If it ſhould 
be pretended (notwithſtanding the ſuppoſition has 
no countenance | in the text) that © Chriſt muſt 

| "& 


Mark x. 6. xiii. 19. Acts iv. 24. 1 Cor. xii. 18. 24. Rev, xiv. 
7, &c. Had there been more Creators than One, it is moſt pro- 
bable that, it would have been fignified in the Works of Crea- 
tion,” in ſome ſuch manner, that Intelligent Creatures might 
have been apprized of it, for very obvious purpoſes, | 


* John vi. 57, xvii. 2. 22. 24. See texts N. I P. 61; 


_ 
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be underſtood here, to have only Prayed that he 
might be allowed to make uſe of the Power he 
had in himſelf to avoid his Enemies ;” we anſwer, 
that a ſtronger circumſtance cannot be produced 
to ſhew his Dependence on the Deity. Our Sa- 
viour was deeply affected by the approach of 
his Crucifixion, of which he had a quick ſen- 
ſibility; and if his Character, mild and humane 
as it is faithfully drawn, be properly conſidered, 
we can be but little ſurpriſed at this :—his benign 
and tender Spirit, though conſcious of its glorious 
Victory over Death and the Grave, might yet 
be violently ſhaken by his feflections on that aw- 
ful Scene, thoſe piercing Sorrows, which he was 
juſt going to manifeſt to the World. So inex- 
preſſibly ſevere were theſe (which he foreknew) 
that he ſeems at one time, to have been anxiouſly 
deſirous of eſcaping them, had it been conſonant 
to the Will of the Supreme Being, to which he 
patiently reſigned. Matt. xxvi. 39—44. Mark 
xiv. 34—42 *, 


But 


* A proper Attention to theſe and ſome other paſſages in 
the New Teſtament, will diſcover the weakneſs of the Hypo- 
theſis which aſſerta, that the Father and the Son poſſeſs but ons 
Will: that they are and were united by an eternal and in- 
variable Coincidence of an equal Intellect. Whence was this 
Doctrine derived? Such adventurous Metaphyficks may ſooth 


er amuſe the Imagination, but the fad is contradicted by the 
plain Evidence of the Goſpel. 


G As. 
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But when he was traiterouſly prebended a 
far from referring on that preſſing occaſion to any 
Divine Powers of his own, by which he might 
eaſily have diſappointed the mercileſs Jews, and 
at once have overwhelmed them and the Romans 
with confuſion and deſtruction:— he ſays, with 
great calmneſs and ſimplicity to Peter, who had 
truck the ſervant of the high Prieſt, —Put up 
again thy ſword into its place. —T binkeſt thou that 
I cannot now Pray to my Father, and be ſhall pre- 
ſeniiy give me more than twelve legions of Angels? 

Matt. xxvi. 52, 53. But, for ever revered be 
his Memory, une ig to diſappoint the great 
End of his Miſſion, he fulfils the Prophecies * ; 
ſabmits with dignified Serenity to the ſharpeſt | 
ſtings of Ingratitude, Cruelty, and Ignorance, 
and meets Death itſelf, as an illuſtrious Example 
of the maſt perfect Obedience. 


And ſurely the Value of this Obedience is 
greatly enhanced, by the very circumſtance of 
his really experiencing the tendereſt feelings of 
Humanity, For had his pure and righteous 
Spirit been then ſupported by any other helps 
than thoſe of conſcious Innocence and Integrity 
—or rather, had he felt himſelf poſſeſſed of a 
Power Divine and underived, a Syper-Angelic 

Nature 


 ® Ifa, Ui. throughout. Luke zxiv. 25, 26, 
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Nature Inſepdrable from him, and which, in truth, 
muſt have raiſed him far above the fears and 
ſorrowful Senſations of Human Nature,—in that 
caſe, half the Merit of his Afflictions would have 
been loſt, and all his- Agony little more than an 
outward Appearance, His patient Sufferings 
wbuld have been no Pattern for Us, had he been 
upheld at that trying period, by ſuch a Conſcious, 
Unborrowed, and Infinite Superiority, But our 
Redeemer appears to have endured the whole 
Weight of his Calamities ;—his pathetic Excla- 
mation on the Croſs, ſhews us that he miſſed the 
All-Powerful Aſſiſtance ef his Father, at that 
moment when he was io be made Perfect 1 
Sufferings. Heb. ii. 10“. 


G 2 | = Deeply - 
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It may be objected to the above arguments that they prove 
too much; as they might be urged to ſhew that, if Chriſt had 
any Supernatural Aſſiſtance (which it is confeſſed by all that he 
had) to ſupport him Curing his Miniſtry ; he ſtill could not be 

properly, an Example to men who are without any ſuch aſſiſt- 
ance. But this objection would be made witheut due conſider - 
ation. Far it ſhould be remembered that our Lord had his 
Religion to Found. The Inſtruction and Salvation of the 
World were the vaſt Objects. It was, therefore, abſolutely 
neceſſary that he (and his Apoſtles) ſhould be endowed with 
Supernatural Powers, to attract the attention of mankind, and 

to prove his Divine Miſſion beyond controverſy. But this 
Neceſſity can never again exiſt. The Foundation is permanently 
laid. Yet, the Followers of Chriſt are not left (as the above 


objection 


"044 » 
' Deeply affected as we muſt, and ever ought to 
be, at the remembrance of thoſe | unſpeakable. 
Sufferings, and warmed with ardent Love for 
that good Shepherd who laid down his Life for Us; 
ſtill it may be proper to remind ourſelves often 
that the glory of our Salvation even, is ultimately 
due to Cod; for had not his tender mercies to His 
creatures prevailed, Jeſus Chriſt had never been 
ſent on Earth, It was the divine Will of the Al- 
mighty that he ſhould appear to inſtruct and fave 
ſinful Men; That in the ages to come be might 
fhew the excerding riches of his grace, in bis kindneſs 
towards us through Chrif Feſus :- Ephel. ii. 7: 
Who was ſent to deliver us from the Power of dark- 
neſs , that we might ſerve the living and true God; 
ta make us meet to be partakers of the inberit- 
ance of the Saints in light. (St. Paul.) Yet, be- 
youd all doubt, the moſt unſhaken reverence, united 
with fervent Love and Gratitude to this Great 


| and ready Meſſenger, mould be ever preſerved; 


objeAion v would imply) to ſtruggle without hope of any of that 
Divine Aid which our Lord and his Apoſtles enjoyed. If men 
fincerely endeavour to deſerve it, It is promiſed (and how i in- 
eſtimable the Privilege I) in ſuch a meaſure as to enable any one 
to become as perfekt a Diſciple of our Saviour as is expeed ; ; 
and this is now rf Cafficient. aha 


* John iii, 16, 17. iv. 34. vi. 38. viii. 47: xvi. 5 fmt 
y-8 $. vii. 32. Jobs| iv, 10, he. : 


1907 
and a-firm Faith in him“ and his heavenly. Doc- 
trinesz which, with a ſteady practice of them, is 
all he has deſired of commanded. 


N may bave been ſaid to ſupport the 
opinion that Chriſt is not God, (in the proper 
ſenſe of rhat ſacred word) neither can poſſibly be 
equal with God, which is all that is here meant 
to be proved. And in doing this we are juſtified 
by the expreſs declaration of out Saviour himſelf, 
my Father is greater than I, The Scriptures are, 
upon the whole, very clear in this reſpect. It 
may be ſatisfactory, however, on ſo important 
an occaſion, to produce a further, and direct teſ- 
timony of St. Paul, who, ſpeaking of Chriſt to 
the Corinthians, has this remarkable expreſſion. 
Though be was crucified through weakneſs, yet be 
Liveth by the Power of God. 2 Cor. xiii. 4 How 
is this paſſage to be reconciled to the received 
Syſtem? The words of the Apoſtle appear in- 
deed to be deciſive on the point before us. How- 
ever, to prevent the uſual objections to this con- 
cluſion; it may be here again obſerved that, 
had Chriſt poſſeſſed a Divine Nature, Equal to 
the Father's, it muſt have been perpetually In- 
herent ; ever abſolutely Inſeparable from him; 
| G3 ever 


24. The dnbaſader of Truth, See John Iii. 15. 16. 17. 
Iv. 14. v. 24. vii. * X. 9. xii, 48, 49. 50. 


( 86 ) 


ever Preſent to ſuſtain him: he could tk then - 
have been Crucified, as the Apoſtle ſays, through 
weakneſs, neither could he, with any poſſible 
conſiſtency, be ſaid to Live by the Power of God. 


For it is apparent that, had he enjoyed ſuch an 
Independent Divine Nature, he would have Lived 
neceſſarily ; and it is highly reaſonable to think, 
that his inferior gart would have been raiſed by his 
6wn Omnipotence, (and the fact ſpecially recorded) 
without any Aid or Interference of the Father : the 
exertion of W hoſe mighty Power, (Eph. i. 19, 20.) 
where it was not really wanted, would appear nu- 
gatory, and unbecoming the divine Wiſdom, This 
muſt be allowed by Thoſe who, to ſolve the Dif- 
ficulties which Scripture preſents againſt their 
Syſtem ; ſo often inſiſt on the wo Natures com- 
Plete in Chriſt, the Divine and Human, But they 
do not ſeem to reflect that, if they were preſſed 
on this Article, they would find themſelves driven 
to maintain that Jeſus Chriſt is not one, but two 
Perſons or intelligent Agents. This was the Doc- 
trine of Neſtorius, condemned and anathematized 
in the Council of Epheſus, at which more than 
200 Biſhops allified ®, 1 


® See Diſcourſes on the Divine Unity, by Mr. W. Chriſtis, 


Jun. of Montroſe, 1784. a valuable work, Clear, Learned, 
and Satisfactory. p. 83—87. ITY 


p \ 
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Daus notion off theſe two Natures in 
yere authenticated in the New Teſtament, 
Md at all ſufficient ta clear away the per- 


If the b: 
Chriſt 
or tal 
plesities ybich inceſſantly ariſe from placing him 
on a level with the Father, we might then be 
” cautious how we refuſed to make uſe of a Key of 
ſuch importance. But it is plain that, in the 
mode this doctrine is ſtill offered to us, it is 
neither reconcileable to reaſon, nor to the Scrip- 
tures; as will be ſeen in whgt follows: and, 
therefore, although the hypotheſis may be well 
intended, it cannot * have any good effect 

in the Iſſue . 


Some of the modern profeſſors of Orthodoxy, as 
it is termed, though ſtrenuous defenders of the 
doctrine of wo infinitely different Natures in our 
Saviour, yet endeavour to ſteer clear of the rock on 
which Neſtorius ſplit; but their art doth not 
appear ſufficient to fave them from a gulf which 


immediately preſents itſelf. Theſe, therefore, in 
conſonance with the cil of Epheſus, will 


by 


* Mr. Emlyn long fince pointed out ſome dangerous conſe- 
quences, which follow from the admiſſion of this doctrine; as 
it ſeems too evidently to put Equivecation into the mouth of 
that Juſt One, whoſe Simplicity and regard to Truth were 
Unequalled. See Di/cour/es on the Divine Unity, lately pub- 
liſhed at Montroſe, p. 94—101. wherein a large quotation 
fom Mr. Emlyn is given on this ſubject. | 
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by no means allow that Chriſt is 7 1 Perſohs. 
-<: Chriſt,” ſay they, though conſiſting gf twõůũ 
« different natures, viz, the divine and Mn, 


& 1s not two perſons, but one divine pen; Ut 
human nature, in him, not being a whole prin- 

e ciple of action, but exiſting in the more perfect 
* one. By the union of the divine and human 
* nature one Individual, or whole is conſtituted 
e that is, one Principle of afting : for whatever 
* Chriſt's humanity does, that does bis Divinity 
joined therewith.” Now this Opinion involves 
us in conſequences ſo totally inconſiſtent, that the 
notion of Neforius, wild as it may be, yet ap- 
pears the more reaſonable of the. two. For in- 
"ſtance. According to the doctrine called Ortho- 
dox, (which ſuppoſes that this perfect union of 
the two Natures took place before Chriſt entered 
on his Miniſtry) 1t clearly and inevitably follows, 
that when Chriſt Wept, when he Prayed for Aſfiſt- 
ence, and when he exclaimed, during his Suffer- 
ings, that he was (rather, feared he was) Forſaken ; 
his (ſuppoſed) Impaſſible and Omnipotent Na- 
ture, was neceſſarily and Intimately engaged in all 
theſe feelings and Actions !—not to mention others 
which, on this plan, would appear ſtill more in- 
congruous and ſhocking. 


It is evident, from 2 Cor. xiii. 4. and from what | 
has been ſaid on that paſſage, that St, Paul had 


( no 


p 
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ho ic of this Hypotheſis. We ſhall give another 


In bee to ſhew-it. If ſuch a Divine Nature, 


al with the Father's, had been ſo inſeparably 
united to the Human Nature of the bleſſed. Jeſus, 
or ſo myſteriouſly blended in him as to conſtitute 
only one Perſon or Individual; he ſurely then could 
not, for @ moment, have been made à little lower 


(or Inferior)*than the Angels, for the ſuffering of. 


Death, Heb. ii. 9.—for ſaperior Exaltation, or 
for any other purpoſe whatſoever. There would 
be equal conſiſtency in ſuppoſing that the Al- 
mighty Father, for ſome important ends, could 
have been made a little lower than the works of 
His own hands! * | 
THERE 
* The wiſeſt and moſt unprejudiced men will, it is probable, 
think differently concerning the Nature of Chriſt, We truly 
believe it to be abſolutely right, our duty and our intereſt, to 
think as Highly of our Lord as the Scriptures and Reaſon will 


jullly permit. But manifeſt contradiftions cannot be ſupported, 
and therefore certainly ſhould have no place in Religion. It id 


peculiarly hard, that Inconſiſtencies and Impoſſibilities ſhould 


| be faſtened on a Religion which, in itſelf, has them not. Thoſe 
who are induced to believe the Pre-exiftence of Chriſt, will na- 


turally conclude that, his Pre- exiſtent part, (Which they muſt 
ſuppoſe to have Animated his body inſſead of a foul) however 
Inferior to the Divine Being; however ſubject to the tendereſt 
ſenſations; (and any Jferior Being, they may think, might 
poſlibly be liable to ſuch) yet was not diſſolved by Death, but, 
after his Crucifixion, mult have been received into ſome place of 
reſt, as many will conceive from Luke xxiii. 43. until it. was, 
by the Power of God, reunited to his body the third day. 
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Turns are, nevertheleſs, ſome few out in 
Scripture (which we have no deſire to avoid) that 
ſeem, on an haſty obſervation, to declare 8 
Saviour and the Almighty God, One: as the fon 
lowing, which, becauſe they appear the moſt ex- 
| preſs, we have thought proper to ſelect, John x. 
30. I and my Father are One.” But it is plain 
from the context, that Chriſt meant not even here 
to confound his Perſon with that of his Father's, 
for, a few lines after he ſays he is © the Son of 
« God.” His meaning, therefore, will be more 
clearly diſcovered by inſerting part of his affecting 
Prayer, in the 17th Chapter of the ſame Apoſtle; 
Which is as follows: 


* 


Ver. 20. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for 
them alſo which ſhall believe on me through their 
word, | 751 


That they ALL may be One; as tbou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be Ons in 
us: that the world may believe that tbeu haſt ſent 


me. 
And 


The Oppoſers of the Supremacy of the Great Parent of the 
Univerſe, will be pleaſed to conſider that, they them/ehves have 
made ſuch diſcuſſions as thoſe above, concerning the Nature and 
Character of Chriſt, proper, ſo far as the Scriptures give ug 
light, and, indeed, abſolutely neceſſary for the diſcovery and 
fupport of the Truth, There is nothing further aimed at 
here. 
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HE) ads 
ind the glory which: thou gaveſt me, I have given 
them ; that they may be One, even as we are One. 


I in them, and thou in me, that They may be 
made perfect in One, &c. 


Now this Unity of the Diſciples, their Converts, 
our Saviour, and the Supreme Being, is evidently 


figurative, and mult mean no more than an union, 1 


or Harmony, in the Spiritual perfections of Love, 

Bengficence and univerſal Charity; and in the be- 
nevolent Deſign of imparting the moſt intereſting 
Truths to mankind : for if we inſiſt on the literal 
conſtruction of the words, we ſhall confound all 
our ideas, and involve the Scriptures and our- 
ſelves in the groſſeſt contradictions. 


The like Figures of Speech, more or leſs. 
heightened, are oft times uſed to expreſs that inti- 
mate connexion, which neceſſarily ſubſiſted be- 
tween God and © him whom be ſent ;” but a little 
calm attention will enable us to diſcover their 
true fignification, and reconcile them to the Great 
Principle * that enlightens the ſacred Page through- 
out, which conſtitutes its everlaſting ſupport, and 
which the moſt elevated language therein was ne- 
ver deſigned to violate, For example, When our 
Saviour ſays, John xiv. 11. Believe me that Tam 
in the Father, and the Father in me: or elſe believe 
me for the very works ſake, it is hardly neceſſary 

| to 


Deut. vi. 4. Mark xii, 29. Eph. iv. 6, &c. 
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to recur to a metaphorical ſenſe to underſtand 
him. The words plainly allude to that neceſſary 
and ſpecial intercourſe mentioned above; whence 
flowed all thoſe Divine Inſtructions of our Lord. 
and whence all thoſe wonderful works aroſe which 
he refers-to, as ſenſible evidences of his commu- 
nication with God. 


Ian in the Father —intimating, J am in concord 
with the Father, that is, acting in perfect agree- 
ment to his Divine Will and Counſels. This 
conſtruction is juſtified by the words of Chriſt 
himſelf. John viii. 28, 29. I do nothing of m- 
ſelf; but as my Father hath taught me, I ſpeak 
theſe things. And he that ſent me is with me: 
the Father hath not left me alone; for I do 1 
thoſe things that pleaſe him. 


Aud the Father in me —this expreſſion is eaſily 
comprehended, for, in him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
of the Godbead bodily, Col. ii. 9. or it pleaſed the 
Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, Col, i. 19, 
That is, it pleaſed the Almighty, that his wiſdom, 
power and benevolence, ſhould ſhine conſpicuouſly 
and fully, or competently, in Chriſt his ſacred Meſ- 
ſenget : who, faithful (Heb. iii. 2.) ta bim that 
appointed him, declares accordingly, the Father 
that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works, John xiv. 
10. and again, My dofrine is not mine, but his 
"that ſent me. John vii. 16. For I have not ſpoken 


of myſelf, but the Father which ſent me, he gave me 
a Com- 
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a Commandment, what hal iy and what L 
peak, John XU, 49.* EN f 14 * * 


Theſe very plain Dai. of our Lord 
that his Power, and his Wiſdom alſo, were de- 
rived from the Father; will aſſiſt us in compre- 
hending what is advanced in the famous paſſage, 
which introduces with great dignity, the Writings 
of the Apoſtle who records theſe. declarations. 
By the Logos, or the Word, in the beginning of 
St. John's Goſpel, the Divine Wiſdom or Reaſon. 
ſeems to be meant: (ſo it is pretty generally now 
underſtood.) namely, ihe Wiſdom of God, . mani- 
Fefted to the World by His anointed Meſſenger, the 
Chriſt or Meſfiah, and reſiding in bim for that pur- 
Poſe T. This interpretation of a ſtrongly figura- 
tive paſſage, appears to be in harmony with our 
Saviour's expreſſions above; and is, in all ap- 
pearance, confirmed frequently, alſo by Chriſt 
_ himſelf, in the ſame Evangeliſt. For inſtance. 
John xiv. 24. The Word Doctrine) which ye bear, 
is not mine, but the Father's who ſent me. Here, 
in the Greek original, the _ term, 5 20206, the 
"a 


, oy 1 of which, he very naturally ſays in 
another place, ys believe in God, believe alſo in me. John. xiv. 1. 
The purport of which is, indeed, explained ſufficiently, Ibid. 


xii. 44+ He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on 
Him that Jent me. ; | | 


＋ i.e. Such a Large Degree of the Divine Wiſdim (and 
Power) was communicated to Chriſt, as enabled him to fulfil 
all the momentous purpoſes of his Miſſion, 


(9%) 
Nord, is uſed as in the beginning of this Goſpel ; 
and in many other places where the Docrrine of 
Chriſt is plainly intended. Further, This ſolu- 
tion of St. John's meaning is in perfect agreement 
with an ancient Prophecy, which directly points 
to the Meſſiah. The Lorp thy God will raiſe 
up unto thie a Prophet from the midſt of thee, of 
thy brethren, like unto me; (Moſes) unto him ye 
all hearken.—T (faith the Lord God) will raiſe 
them up a Proph?#t- from among their brethren, like 
unto thee, and will put My words in his mouth, and 
be ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall command 
him. And it ſball come to paſs, that whoſoever 
will not hearken unto My. words which be Pall 
peak in My name, I will require it bim. Deut. 
xviii. 15. 18, 19. See Acts iii, 22, 23. It would 
be difficult to reconcile the Expreſſions in this Pro- 
phecy and thoſe in St. John's Preface, to any other 
ſenſe than that above offered : and, indeed, we find 
that the ſame Explication has been maintained by 
ſome of the beſt Commentators. 


The Apoſtle ſays, (as is generally conceived) 
John i. 3. that, by the Word were all things made 
that was made. If he means here, as ſome, ima- 
gine, that the Univerſe was made by the Word, 
and the Word was the Son; then, muſt we not 
be obliged to confeſs that, the Theology of the 
Platoniſts ſeems, indeed, to be confirmed beyond 
a doubt.“ Our Creeds muſt, in that caſe, be 

| | wrong, 
® gee N. 4 P. 45. and N. „ P. 51. But, in reality, thera 


is no ſort of ground, as appears above, for the ſuppoſed 


.- . * 4, 


15 


wrong, and ſerve only to-millead us: for they 
(as well as the general language of Scripture) 
poſitively aſcribe the CREATION immediately to 
the Father, and not to the Sen. That long 
eſtabliſhed Creed, called the Apoſtles, (and even 
the Nicene) avers the Father to be the Maker of 
Heaven and Earth, They who compoſed that 
Creed, had reaſon in being afraid to give His 
moſt ſtriking and affecting Glory to another, 
If, therefore, we do not underſtand the Ford to 
| mean here the Father Almighty or His own Wiſdom, 
(which is ultimately the ſame) by which He 
formed and arranged the Univerſe, we throw 
the Scriptures and ourſelves into the greateſt con- 
fuſion. He hath made the Earth by His power, 
He bath eſtabliſhed the world by His wiſdom, and 
bath ſtretebed out the heavens by His diſcretion, Jer. 
x. 10, 12, Thus ſaith the LorD,—1 am the Lord 
that maketh all things, that firetcheth forth the 
ens alone; that ſpreadeth abroad the earth by 


MYSELF, 


coincidence of Plato's Donate, concerning the Word, and 


that of St, John. The writings of the Apoſtle ſufficiently 
overthrow any ſuch notion, 


+ Many, to explain the Exordium of St. John, have ſup- 
poſed that, by the Word, is there meant a Subordinate, or 
Inſtrumental Creator of All things, under the Supreme God. 
This is genuine Platoni/m. But the Idea appears ſo utterly 
incompatible with the general afſertions of the Bible, which 
ſo peremptorily attribute the Creation of the Univerſe to the 
M High, that we do not ſee how it can poſſibly be ad- 

mitted, 


* 
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MYSELF, Iſa. xliv. 24. See Neh. ix 6. In ſhort, if 
the Father bimſelf was not the Maker of all things, 
the natural and almoſt univerſal Belief of Mankind 
mult be falſe. But the meaning of the Apoltle ſeems 
to be explained in his own writings: If we compare 
John i. 10, 11, 12. with John xvii. 25. and 1 John 
iii. 1.“ the latter texts will diſcover Wno the 
Apoſtle, moſt probably, alludes to, when he ſays 
in the commencement of his Goſpel, + He was 
in the World, and the World was made by 
« him, and the World knew bim not.” &c. i. . 
The Father, or His Divine Wiſdom was mani- 
feſted, in a moſt ſignal manner, to this part of 
His Creation; His ſacred, Light ſhining Fmi- 
nently in His eſpecial Meſſenger and Son Chriſt 
Jeſus ; yet, the groſs and 3 faculties of 
men did not perceive it. John 1. 5. In truth 

it is not alittle ſurpriſing that men ſhould in- 

dulge their Imaginations ſo far as to ſuppoſe 

the Son to be the Creator, ſinee he himſelf has 

declared the very contrary, as we find in the 

records 


' mitted. See texts in N. P. 78. to which may be here added 
Pf, cxxxvi. throughout. Proverbs iii. 19. The ſacred Evi- 
dence is endleſs on this great Point. Now Hs who was our 
Creator, it is moſt juſt and natural to Believe, is our conffant 
Preſerver, and it is therefore as juſt and natural to Believe, 
that we muſt look up to Hi alone (Chriſt being our Mediater 
and Guide) for our final Deſtination and Happineſs. Such eaſy 
deductions as theſe, ariſing direAly from Revelation, are of in 
trinſic value to mankind, and render all the viſionary and Pers 
plexing ſyſtems of the human mind, vain and nee 


2 See alſo Rev. iv. 8. 11. x, 6. xiv. 7. 
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records of St. Mark x. 6, xiii. 19. and alſo in 
St. Matt. xix. 4.“ 


Having made theſe ſhort - obſervations on a 
paſſage, which, trom its- ornamented mien, (and 
from the difference in opinion that ſeems unavoid- 
able in men) has been the innocent occaſion of 
much unhappy diſpute z we ſhall juſt add: that 
although the ſuperior and ſpecial Intercourſe of 
the N wil Being, and our bleſſed Guide, is 


generally 


* An exemplary Confeſſor in the cauſe of Truth, has very 
judiciouſly obſerved that,“ it would be highly extraordinary 
« that Chriſt (as ſome will have it) © ſhould be ſtyled the 
« Word, and alſo God, in the beginning of St. John's Book, 
« and that the Apoſtle ſhould never afterwards give that 
„Title to Jeſus, or call him God throughout his Goſpel. 
« Apain. The Word is conſidered as God the Creator of all 
« things, at the commencement of the ſame Goſpel; Whereas 
« Chriſt is ſoon afterwards introduced declaring himſelf to 
« be dependent on Gop; ſubſervient to His Vill and Com- 
„ mands, and receiving Life and every thing from Him: 
The ſame Jeſus alſo aſſerting that th Father is the Only 
« true God, and, in ſhort, acknowledging that he had the 
„ ſame God and Father in common with the reſt of the 
% human race, whom he calls his Brethren. (John xx. 17.) 


« Such contradictions, this Author remarks, no writer of a 


« ſound Underſtanding can fall into.” See Mr. Lindley's 

Catechifl, P. 39.— 46. His ſenſe is but briefly collected 

here. | Fe 
The Title Vord of God given to our Saviour, Rev. xix. 


13. has a very eaſy Interpretation; he may be naturally ſo 
called, becauſe God ſpake through or by him, 
H 


* 
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generally known and acknowledged; yet, this 
animating circumſtance ſhould not miſlead us; 
ſhould not incline us to forget the ever neceſſary 
diſt inction between the ALMicaTtyY, and him to 
whom this divine communication was ſo eſſential. 
The moſt intimate connexion poſſible between 
the Deity and any other Being, can never put 
them on a level, We. can underſtand this very 
readily on ſome occaſions. Thus when St. John 
ſays of himſelf and. other ſincere Chriſtians his 
companions, in his firſt Epiſtle, iv, 13. Hereby 
know we that wwe dwell in him (in God) and he 
in us, becauſe be bath given us of his Spirit, We 
are at no loſs here for the Apoſtle's meaning; 
ſtrong as the expreſſion is, we underſtand no 
more by it than a ſpiritual communication with 
God: and this alſo had our Redeemer, (who was, 
indeed, a Prophet like unto Moſes ,) but with this 


glorious 


© See the ſtriking reſemblance as it is drawn by Dr. Jortin, 
Remarks on Eccle/. Hiſt. P. 202—225. Ed.1751. Perhaps one of 
the ſtrongeſt Proofs, to after Ages, (and well worth the ſerious 
attention of all men) that Jeſus was truly the promiſed Great 
Prophet, or the Mefiah, is, his indiſputable and expreſs Pre- 
difion of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, about forty Years 
before the event: and alſo of the ſubſequent and lafling diſo- 
lation of the Jewiſh State and People. A People wonderfully 
preſerved as a ſtanding Evidence of the truth of the Pro- 
phecies of Chriſt. . Luke xxi. 24. Theſe are permanent Teſti. 
monies of his Divine Miſſion, open to the Eyes and Reflection 
of the World even unto this hour! See Dr. Jortin's Remarks, 
P. 20. and following pages, wherein this excellent man has ſhewn 
that 


* 


* 
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glorious difference, that his Intercourſe was full, 
regular, and unparalleled. It may not be im- 
pertinent to obſerve of the laſt quoted paſſage 
of St. John, that he there plainly calls the holy 
Ghoſt, God's Spirit, - Which Spirit, or holy Influ- 
ence, being graciouſly transfuſed, by God bimſelf, 
among the faithful diſciples and followers of 
Chriſt, the Apoſtle, in this Epiſtle, diſtinguiſhes 
its happy effects, by declaring that it filleth all, 
who truly poſſeſs it, with the pureſt Benevolence 
and Brotherly Love. 


We ſhall offer our humble opinion on one or 
two other texts, which appear to have been 
greatly miſunderſtood. 


Since the Supreme Being Himſelf, or His Per- 


ſon, cannot poſlibly be ſeen by Mortal eyes; the 


moſt natural way of His manifeſting his Will, 
his preſent Aſſiſtance, or his Deſigns to men; is, 
by a Voice, an Impulſe, a Symbol, or by a Re- 
preſentative inveſted with extraordinary Powers, 

H 2 Theſe 


that theſe Predictions (as alſo thoſe in the Old Teſtament, 
relating to Babylon and Tyre) were extant before the Event.” 
When we apply to the Bible, and read the Prophecies con- 
cerning the deſtruction of Babylon, of Tyre, and of Jeru-- 
ſalem, and find in Hiſtory, and in Fact, that thoſe Prophecies 
have been /iterally Accompliſhed : ſurely herein the mind 
may find relief from the painful conflicts of Scepticiſm. Hum- 
bled in the duſt, thoſe once magnificent Abodes ſhould be re- 
membered by all, from age to age, as the awful Monuments 
of Truth and Power Irreſiſtible, 
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Theſe ſeveral methods He hath choſen. It fol- 

lows, that - the Scripture expreſſions, God was 
manifeſt in the Fleſh. God with us, & c. ſhould 
not be taken literally. The words, God with us, 
as they are meant emphatically, Matt. i. 23. muſt 

there imply ſome Extraordinary manifeſtation of his 
Will, and not of his PERSON, which is Inviſible : 
For as to the expreſſion itſelf, God with us, to 
take it literally, or in a common acceptation, we 
all know that God is with us now, and with every 
part of the Univerſe Eternally, and therefore His 
Preſence neither was, nor is confined to any par- 
ticular ſpot, nor to any given time: This both 
Scripture and Reaſon demonſtrate, and alſo juſ- 
tify the ſenſe here put upon the text. Again. 
God may be ſaid to be manifeſt in the Fleſh, when 
any human Being is eſpecially Commiſſioned by 
Him, and enabled to do his Will, or work his 
works, as in the inſtance of Moſes, &c. This 
conſtruction was familiar. It therefore ſcems won- 
derful that ſuch oriental phraſes as the above, 
ſhould be laid hold of to prove Chriſt to be the 


Maſt High God; ſince if the (revealed) Nature of 
the Deity be at all conſidered *, they muſt have 
a very different ſenſe; they muſt, infer, that 

Chriſt, 


* Infinite, hom the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain! 2 Chron, ii. 6, vi. 18. Whom no man hath ſeen, nor can 
Jee. 1 Tim. vi. 16. See alſo John v. 37. 1 John iv. 12.—The _ 
expreſſion of our Saviour, addreſſed to the ) ews of his time · 
John v. 37, is remarkable. | 
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Chriſt, notwithſtanding his very great Authority 


and Power, was, as St. Paul tells us, the Image 
(or Repreſentative) of the Inviſible God, Coloſ- 
ſians i. 15, and, conſequently, not God him» 


elf *.. 


lt ould be mentioned that the text, God was mani- 
© feſt in the fleſh,” has been diſputed, as to the authen” 
ticity of the fir word, by Sir Iſaac Newton and others. 
Dr. Prieſtley ſays, (Iluſtrationt of certain Scripture paſſages, 
P. 38.) © Sir Iſaac Newton has fully demonſtrated, that, in 
“e the original, this text was not, God was manifeſt in the 
*« fleſh, but who was manifeſt in the fleſh; and a very ſmall 
ac alteration in the manner of writing Greek is ſufficient for 
« that purpoſe. The oldeſt Manuſcript in the world, which 
« 1] have examined myſelf, has been manifeſtly altered from 
„ the one to the other, as. appears by the difference in the 
colour of the Ink. In addition to this, an unbiaſſed reader 
would conſider the words which follow in 1 Tim. iii. 16. and 
judge whether it be probable that the apoſtle could mean to ſay 
that God himſelf was received up into Glory, &c. 

The 1 John v. 20. has been ſelected by ſome to ſhew that 
Jeſus Chriſt is there ſaid to be the true God; notwithſtand- 
ing the ſame Jeſys Chriſt ſolemnly declares, John xvii. 3- 
that the Father is the Only true God., The words in 1 John 
v. 20, this is the true God, muſt, therefore, neceſſarily refer 
to the Father : (as many have obſerved)—PFor, if the Son be 
the true God, then who is the Father * Chriſt declares, that 
the Father is the Ox Iv true Gd: and the Apoſtle, ſay ſome 
men, aſſerts, that 7-/us Chriſt (the Father's Meſſenger) is 
the true God alſo, Behold the force of Prejudice, which 
would ſet Chriſt and his Apoſtles at variance with each 
other ! 

No notice has been here * of Philippians ii. 6, be- 
cauſe that paſſage is generally allowed to be improperly 
tranſlated, as, indeed, the context ſhews beyond controverſy. 
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In reading the Rd it is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for us to make great allowances for the free 
and bold effuſions of the eaſtern Idiom. When 
St. Paul ſays to the Galatians, that © the Churches 
of Judea Glorified God in him,” Gal. i. 22. 24, 
we cannot, indeed, be in any danger, from the 
Expreſſion, of miſtaking the Apoſtle for God: 
but if Chr had happened to have made uſe of 
the fame words, if we may judge from long 
experience, they certainly would have been in- 
ſiſted on, as a clear evidence of his proper Di- 
vinity, and as a Precedent of his right to all the 
honours of Religious n 


It would be mere repetition to dwell on the 
foregoing, and the like texts, ſome of which have 
been produced to favour the Athanaſian hypothe- 
fis, ſince they have been ſo often and ſo clearly 
explained, and ſhewn to countenance no ſuch 
Doctrine. And indeed how is it poſſible they 
ſhould? how can we reaſonably or conſcientiouſly 
belieye, that our great Maſter ſhould overthrow, 
by his own diſcourſes,” the very firſt Principles he 
declares he was expreſsly ſent to confirm or incul. 
cate? namely, the belief of Onz God, and bis mer- 
ciſul Salvation of Mankind by his Mefiak *, 92 


It fiands upon record in his goſpel, as the ſum thereof, 
that * the wengi of the Lord God (of heaven and 


earth | 
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Clear as theſe articles of our faith appear, the 
opinions which have been, and ſtill are, enter- 
tained of the Perſon of our Redeemer, are, un- 
happily, as various and inconſiſtent as upon any 


ſabje& whatſoever: ſome perſiſting in defiance of 


the plaineſt evidence; to affirm that he muſt be 
Almighty God bimſelf *, which utterly © deſtroys 
H 4 & his 


earth) and of him only; and that to know bim the onſy true God, 
and Jeſus Chrift whom be ſent, was eternal lift. Biſhop 
Chandler's Defence of Chriſtianity from the Prophecies, 2 Ed 
Page 301. 

Thoſe myſterious Doctrines which have been ſometimes 
called the Diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of Chriſtianity, do not, in 
fact, appear to belong to it. 

If John the Baptiſt had thought Chri/e to be God, he hardly 
would have ſaid that, God giveth not the Spirit by meaſure unto 
Chriſt, John iii. 34. Neither is it probable that the Apoſtle 


John would have recorded ſuch an expreſſion, if he had be- 
lieved Chriſt to be God, ſee Heb. i. 1, 2. Chriſt ſpeaking to 
the Jews of his day, ſays, that, bey had neither heard the 


Viice of God (or the Father ) at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape.” 
John v. 37. 

St. Paul informs us that our Redeemer * paſſed into the 
« Heavens, where he remains at the right hand of God our 
« conſtant Mediator and Interceſſor.”” Rom. viii. 34. Heb. iv; 
14. ix. 15. 24, Kc. Moreover, he is called the Apofle and 
High Prie/t of our Profeſſion. Heb. iii. 1, x. 21. and in Luke 


iii. 33. he ſtyles himſelf a Propher. Titles all incompatible 


with his being God, As are likewiſe his following denomings 
tions ; The firſe-born of every Creature, Col. i. 15. The bes 
ginning of the Creation of God. Rev. iii. 14. 

It may be requiſite to obſerve, that, although we do not ſup- 


* the MED! ATION of Chriſt can render the Supreme 
Being 


— —— ———— — 4 
* . 


— — —— 
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« 'his Office and Character of Mediator,” and 
flatly contradicts his own expreſs declarations“: 
whilſt many have lowered him to the other ex- 
treme, maintaining him to have been only a great 
and virtuous Man+. We ſhall not attempt to 

reconcile 


Being more placable, or more Merciful to his Creatures than He 
ever was, and ever will be; yet, ſince it is a Means that He has 
been pleaſed to Ordain, doubtleſs for moſt gracious ends ; it 
becomes our Duty and our Intereſt, as Diſciples of Chriſt, to 
aequieſce with humility in this Diſpenſation, and to be earneſtly 
deſirous of its benefits, Whatever they may be. 

Part of his Mediatorial Office ſeems to conſiſt (according to 
Dr. Prideaux) in the ſolemn and general Offering of the Prayers 
of his Diſciples (preferred in his Name) To Gov. In which 
he may be conſidered as our High Prie/t, as well as Mediator. 
See Rev. yiii. 3, 4. with Prideaux's explanation of this text, re- 
ferred to, Note * next Page. 


* See Matt, xi. 25, 26. John v. 31, 32. 36, 37- The 
contradictions and abſurdities which follow on the above Opi- | 
nion, (that Chriſt is God) have been ſo often pointed out, that 
it is painful to be obliged to multiply ſuch obſervations. It is 
making him at the ſame time the Principal and the Meſtnger :;— 
Sent by God (as he ſo frequently declares) and yet God himſelf; 
it ſuppoſes him to Pray to himſelf, to call upon bimſelf for Aid, 
&c, See John xvij, throughout, Heb. v. 7, 8, &c. | 


| + A mere man is here intended; one not endued with any 
fupernatural Powers. Thus many held Chriſt to have been only 
a great and wiſe Philoſopher; acknowledging the ſingular 
beauty and ſtrength of his doctrines, but preſumptuouſly diſcre- 
diting all Miracles au,, ſuppoſing them utterly incon- 
ſiſtent and impoſſible. 


(s 
reconcile Opinions fo widely different; but muſt 
here again confeſs our. ſurpriſe, with reſpect to the 
firſt. Although it is aſſerted in Scripture, and 
appears from Analogy conſonant to Reaſon, that 
there are progreſſive claſſes of Celeſtial Beings, 
excelling each other in degrees of Dignity, Power 
and Knowledge, inconceivable by us;—yet we find 
many Men are not contented that the bleſſed Perſon _ 
above ſhould be only the Son of God; (as he is de- 
nominated in Scripture) next in Glory and Power 
to the Almighty himſelf; Elevated for his perfelt 
Obedience, above the moſt exalted Hierarchies! 
Phil. ii. 8, 9.— Ton haſt loved righteouſneſs, and 
bated iniquity: therefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the Oil of Gladneſs above thy 
fellows. Heb. i. g®.—but, diſſatisfied with his 
| Greatneſs 


Without diminiſhing our juſt Ideas of his Exaltation, we may 
conceive that the diſtance between him and the MOST HIGH 
may be ſtill Immenſe, The words quoted above, lead us for- 
cibly to this concluſion, 


There are doubtleſs many, who from ſome expreſſions in the 
Goſpels, think themſelves ſupported in their Belief of the 
Pre-exiflence of Chriſt: but while they (it may be juſtly) be- 
lieve his Pre. exiſtence, and contemplate with joy his glorious 
Exaltation, it by no means follows that they would place him 
on an Equality with the Divine Being, —with bis God and aur 
God: ſuch a concluſion would ever appear unwarrantable and 
irrational. Neither ſurely can they with ſufficient ſafety make 
him (as is done) an equal Object of Religious Adoration ; fince 
their ſacred Records teach them, and he their Great Maſter 

(whoſe 


. 
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| Greatneſs in this unſpeakable Exaltation, they 
muſt either believe him to be even the MosT Hicns 
or give up all confidence in his Power, or faith in 
his Doctrines. From which Opinion it would 
follow, that the SUPREME, the All-glorious 
Lonxp and Creator of the Univerſe; on Whom 


the very Being of All things Inceſantly depends ; 
Who filleth Heaven and Earth etergally with his 
Preſence, and Whoſe mode of Exiſtence- and Na- 
ture are abſolutely Unchangeable and Impaſſible; or, 
as St. Paul expreſſes himfelf, }/þbo.only (in a ſtrict 
and proper ſenſe) hath Immortality; was, neverthe- 
leſs, not only really or Perſonally Imbodied in a 
human F rame, but, moreoyer, made a Sacrifice, 


ty 


(whoſe Example we are directed to follow) hath /Geaved them 


that Divine Worſhip is the diſtinguiſving and peculiar Honours 
due from All to our Father who is in heaven : and, indeed 


is the our proper means we have to diſtinguiſh Him from 
all other Brings. 


From ſome Paſſages in Scripture, ſeveral worthy and learned 
Men ſeem to have thought that Chriſt might have been the 
Archangel Miehael incarnate. (Dan. x. 21. Ib. xii. 1. Acts 
xxvii. 23. compare with Gal. iv. 14. Here the Apoſtle evidently 
ſpeaks of Chrift as an Angel or Meſſenger of God. 1 Theſl: 
iv. 16,) See Pridegux's Connexion, Edit. 8. vol. i. pago 383, 
who calls him the Angel of the Covenant. And Biſhop Law's 
Confiderations, 5th Edition, Note Page 85. Notwithitand- 
ing, (as thoſe excellent Perſons would undoubtedly agree,) it 
ſeems more ſatisfactory (even if their conjecture ſhould be true) 
to adhere to the Goſpel definition, which ſtyles him the only 
begotten Son of God; a glorious and pointed Title, which ſuf 
ficiently diſcriminates him. 


( 107 ) 
by violent hands, for the moſt corrupt and inſigni- 
ficant of His intellectual Creatures :— Himſelf a 
Sacrifice to appeaſe Himſelf ! * 


Will not ſome Men yet ſee and acknowledge the 
Impoſſibility that the God of Nature ſhould Suffer, 
ſhould Expire, without All Nature — and . 
inſtantly Periſhing with Him? 


No Inferior Oblation, however, it has been ſaid, 
would have been at all Adequate, It is much to 
be feared that ſuch tenets, to ſay nothing worſe of 
them, expoſe our extreme vanity and Preſumption, 
rather than demonſtrate our attachment to ſound 
Religion, or our attention to the voice of that 
Reaſon with which God hath been pleaſed to 
endue us. | 


St. Peter ſeems to have intended to guard us 
from theſe errors and perſſſexities, by recording 
with great ciearneſs and ſimplicity, and in few 
words, the nature and final purpoſe of our Sa- 
viour's Miſſion and Doctrine, and his dependence 


N 


* Thoſe who believe Cbriſ to be the Mof High God, will 

probably, apply to his (ſuppoſed) is Natures, in order to ex- 
Plain the above Inconſiſtencies. But then the former Difficulty 
returns. It appears that, Two complete (Intelligent) Natares, 
muſt neceſſarily imply Two diſtin& Perſons, or Intelligent 
Agents. Neftorianiſm, See this well illuſtrated by Mr, 
Chriſtie, i in his Di/cour/es (before referred to) P. 8289, 


C38 
on the Deity. That be verily was erna | 
before the foundation of the World, but was manife oft 
in theſe laſt times for you; Who by bim do believe in 
God that raiſed him up from the dead, and gave him 


glory, that your faith and _ might be in Goh. 


I Peter i i. 20, 21. % 


Whatſoever Rank and Power our great Deli- 
verer may now hold in the Univerſe, it is plain, 
therefore, that he poſſeſſes them in ſubordination 
to that Lord God Omni potent, from Whom he him- 
ſelf declares he received all things. Matt. xi. 27. 
John: xvii. 7. Moreover his preſent Authority 
and Spiritual Miniſtry we learn are held = a de- 
termined. Period; for it is written that he is at laſt ta 
deliver them up to their Almighty Giver, even to the 
Father, that God = be all in all, -1 Cor. xv. 24. 
h, 


This important circumſtance, which is aſſerted 
by St. Paul with great ſolemnity, is ſurely ſuf- 
ficient of itſelf to ſhew the Inequality between 
Chriſt and the Supreme Lord of Heaven and Earth. . 
Nevertheleſs, the ingenuous and unprejudiced 
Reader will nat conſider what has been eduged as 
a deten to 98 the real Dignity and excel- 
lence 


* « 3 we muſt — ſuppoſe, that he will for ever 
* poſſeſs 'a reward, ſuitable to his diſtinguiſhed merit and 
« obedience,” Mr. Chriſtie's Diſcourſes. P. 105. 


EY 


* 
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lence of our Illuſtrious and beloved Redeemer: 

far from ſo impotent, ſo dangerous an attempt, 
it is meant to ſhew no more than our Saviour him- 
ſelf and his Apoſtles alſo have forcibly impreſſed; 
that the Power and Authority of our Great Cre- 
ator are alone UN DERIV RD and IMMuTABLE; his 

Glory and Benevolence UNE ALLE DH; his Do- 
minion Unzounpzp and ETERNAL, 


By inculcating theſe great Truths, our Saviour, 
and his inſpired Followers, clearly pointed out the 
Object of Adoration, and ſtrictly adhered to all the 
preceding Revelations which regarded the Deity, as 
it is natural to conclude they would. The external 
modes of Worſhip may be altered or relinquiſhed, 
as we find they have been by Divine authority, but 

the proper Object of Religious Worſhip muſt for ever 

be the Same. The One only God who was acknow- 
ledged and adored by Moſes and the Prophets, muſt 

be the very God of the Chriſtians:—there can be 

no poſſible Change in a Being abſolutely Immuta- 

ble. Neither can it be ſaid with any colour from 

the Scriptures, nor with any ſemblance of Reaſon 
that, God (or the Obje& of Adoration) was re- 
vealed to Moſes and the Prophets Imperfe&ly or 
Incompletely, What appearance of verity is there, 
that the Almighty on that awful occaſion, when He 
proclaimed the true Oꝭject of Divine Worſhip, 
Knock xx. and * of Himſelf as a Angle Being 
73 or 


or Perſon, and Lord of All, (xix. 5.) did thereby 


- 
"+ 
. 
= 
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conceal from his faithful Servants the Eſſential 
knowledge of his intimate Union with #wo other 
Divine Perſons, Equal with Himſelf in Perfection, 
Dominion, and Power; and conſequently, equally 
entitled to the Worſhip and Marked attention of 
All Mankind in all Ages ?—Surely the Spirit of 
that man muſt be waxed groſs, that doth not 
tremble at the Ideas which even the Mention of 
ſuch opinions unavoidably ſuggeſts. ; 


It is therefore, exceedingly wonderful how any 
ſuch opinions ſhould ever have maintained a firm 
hold in the minds of ſerious and intelligent men, 
If we collect again (and it cannot be done too of- 
ten on this occaſion) a few of the plain and em- 
phatical Expreſſions of the Old Teſtament, and 
likewiſe ſome of the New, their united force may, 
poſſibly, demonſtrate the difficulty aud danger that 
we throw ourſelves into, when we depart, in any 


manner, from our obedience to ſuch ſolemn Injunc- 


tions; in which, it is evident, no more than One Di- 
vine Perſon is ſpoken of. I am the Loxp your God. 
There is none like ME. —T hou ſhalt worſhip no other 
God,—The Loxp your God is God of gods, and Lord 
of hrs He is thy praiſe, and He is thy God. Tou 


ſhalt fear the Lonp thy God, Him halt thou ſerve, 


and to Him ſhalt thou cleave, and ſwear by His name. 
He that ſacrificeth unto any God, ſave unto the Lord 
ONLY, be ſhall be utterly deſtroyed, And if ye will 


not 


1 


e 

not for all this bearken unto Me, but walk contrary 
unto Me; Then I will walk contrary unto you alſo 
in fury; and J, even 1, will chaſftiſe you ſeven times 
for your fins. Again. I will forewarn you whom 
yen ſhall fear: Fear Him who, after He bath 
killed, hath power to caſt into hell; yea, I ſay unto 
you, Fear Hin.“ For my Father is greater than 
I. - Father is greater than All. —-IWhy calleſt 
thou me good? none is good, ſave One, that is, God. 
And thou alt love the Loxp thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy foul, and with all tby Mind 
This is the firſt and great Commandment.—Ihen 
thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet, and when thou 
haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in ſe+ 
cret, and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret ſhall re- 
ward thee openly.—The hour cometh, and now is, 
when the True Worſoippers ſhall worſhip Tax Fa- 
THER iu ſpirit and in truth : for the Father ſeeketh 
ſuch to worſhip Him. 


Here is a minute aſſemblage of the Declarations 
and Precepts of Gop, of Moſes, and of Chriſt, 
They are in exact harmony, and as perfectly clear 
as harmonious: but it appears altogether impoſ- 
| fible that they ſhould ever be properly reconciled - 
with the Athanaſian doctrine : the very attempt to 
do it, leads us into dangerous perverſions, and 

| fills 


' # The One law-giver, wwho i: able to ſave, and to defiroy, 
James iv,. 122. 2 
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fills us with the moſt diſtrefling perplexity. It 

would be well, therefore, if men whoſe Minds 
are illumined with true Wiſdom, and who, on 
mature reflection, feel no Danger in the received 
Doctrine, when it is fairly diſcuſſed before the im- 
partial Tribunal of Scripture and ſound Reaſon ;— 
it would be perfectly congenial with Chriſtian Cha- 
_ rity, if they would with temper and perſpicuity 
recqncile, if it be poſſible, the hitherto inſupera- 
ble Difficulties found in that Doctrine, which have, 
for Ages, ſhaken the tranquillity and the Belief of 
Multitudes; (and from which the Unitarian faith 
is, at leaſt comparatively, Free)—that the ſpirits of 
thoſe who are anxious to hold the Truth in righ- 
teouſneſs may be in Peace. 


Upon the whole. It appears from the general 
conſtruction of the Scriptures that the Lord our 
God is abſolutely One. That what is therein term- 
ed, the Holy Ghoſt, means no leſs than the Extra. 
ordinary Emanations, or the Effective Power, of 
God's own Almighty Spirit, procezding immediately 
from Him“; and in the Goſpel times, for glori- 
ous purpoſes, communicating the moſt precious 
Gifts to Chriſt and his Apoſtles ]: Virtue ineffa- 

ble 


* See Luke xi. 13. John xv. 26. Acts viii, 19, 20. 1 Cor. 
vi. 19. 


|| Our Saviour after his Aſcenſion, is declared to have diſpenſ- 
ed theſe divine gifts to his faithful Followers on Earth: baw- 
ing 


+ 


"x 
1 


1 


ble of the HIGHEST ! which pervides the Uni- 
verſe, and adds continually all around: Us, though, 
perhaps, but ſeldom perceptibly within us. That 
this Supreme and moft Holy Loxo Gov, is the Only 
proper Objedt of all religious Adoration ; and that 
we are direded to Pray and give Thanks to Him 
alone, through the mediation and in the Name of out 
bleſſed Redeemer and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. 


That this was the habitual Practice of the Apo- 
ſtles and their immediate Diſciples is moſt evident 
throughout the New Teſtament , and indeed was 

| directly 


ing then again received the Power of /o doing from the FATHER. 
Acts ii. 33.—being by the right hand of God excalted, and having 
received of the Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, be bath fbed 
forth this which ye now ſee and bear. See alſo Luke xxive 49- 
John xiv. 16. This again ſhews in V bom thoſe wonderful 
Powers Originate. We therefore very properly addreſs our 
Prayers to God (through Chriſt) for all ſuch Spiritual Aſſiſtances, 
(though a of a very inferior kind) and not to Chriſt who acta 
under Him. That the Spirit which actuated Chriſt, is till, 
ultimately, under the direction of God, ſee Gal. iv. 6. 


+ And it appeats to have been the general praQtice for a long 
period after the firſt preaching of the Goſpel. Jaſlin Martyrs 
about an hundred years after Chriſt, declares, * that there was 
no nation of men, whether Greeks or Barbarians, who had not 
learned to offer prayers and thankſgivings to the Father and 
Maker of all, in the Name of Jeſus who was crucified.” Dr, 
Fleetword's Life of Chriſt, Intro. P. 33. And certainly nothing 
can be more Diſtinguiſhing, more Glorious, and truly Honour- 
able to our Redeemer, than this Practiee of making a ſolemn 

uſe 
I | 
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directly e by our Saviour himſelf, i in his 
final Inſtructions. Yerily, verily, I ſay unto you, 
Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my Name, be 
| will give it you. Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in 
my Name: aſk, and ye ſhall receive, that your joy 
may be full. John xvi. 23, 24. xv. 16. The poſitive 
directions of St. Paul, accordingly run as follows, 

and are ſo clear that they cannot be miſunderſtood, 


In every thing by Prayer and ſupplication, with 
| thankſgivi ng let your requeſts be made known unto 
Gop. Phil. iy. 6. 


Giving thanks always for all things unto God even 
the Father, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Eph. v. 20. | 
WWhatſoever 
uſe of his Name, in all our addreſſes to Almighty God; Which 
is indeed a proper and juſt acknowledgment of the PxE-EMINENCE 
of Chriſt above all other Beings, God himſelf wholly Excepted. 
his is the Divinity which, as the Scriptures repreſent to us 
dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt moſt worthily enjoys; even that Eleva- 
tion and Glory which his God and Father was pleaſed to con- 
fer upon him, and which were Preordained for his matchleſs 
Purity and Obedience: and the Exaltation, as has been ſaid, is 


unſpeakable; Theſe Principles, if maturely weighed, would 
go a great way towards ſatisfying the ſcruples of many. 


* HiTHERTO have ye aſted nothing in MY name, And again, 
Ib. ver. 23. In that day ye hall aſk ut nothing. —Whatſeever ye 
all aſe the Father in my name, &c. Theſe words of Chriſt to 
his devout Followers, contain freſh evidence that 4 cannot be 

| , _— 


x ES i by, 

Whatſoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by bim. Col. iti. 17. ; 


That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify 
Ged, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 


Rom. xv. 6. 
I 2 What 


God, cannot be equal to the Father : If he were, neither of theſe 
Declarations could have been made. Surely, of all others, che 
Unitarian Faith is the leaſt neceſſitated to ſcreen itſelf under 

Perver fions of the ſacred Text. f 


See alſo John xiv. 13. Acts xii. 5. Ib. xxiv. 14. Rom. i. 
8, 9. Ib. x. 1. Ib. xvi. 27. 1 Cor. i. 4. Ib, xiv, 25. 2 Cor. 
i. 3. Eph. iii. 14. Philip, iv. 20, Col. i. 3. 12. 1 Theſſ. i. 2. 
Ib. ii. 13. Ib. v. 23, 2 Tim. i. 3. 1 Peter ii. 5. &, It may 
be here reaſonably aſked, How doth it happen, that in all theſe 
Examples and ſolemn directions for Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
(and in many others which might be produced) God the Father 
is alone ſupplicated and adored? the Holy Ghoft is not once men- 
tioned. Why is this iind Divinity thus entirely omitted? 
The anſwer is indeed, ſhort and plain. Chrif and his Apofles 
it appears never thought of diſtinguiſhing poſitively God's holy 
Spirit from God himſelf, 

In ſome forms like the above, mention is indeed made of 
the Spirit, as in Rom. xv. 30. Philip. iii. 3. but, it is remark- 
able, never as a diſins Object of Prayer or Thankſgiving, The 
words Tyw4a a0, or boly Spirit, ſeem therefore, to have been 
often uſed by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, as a comprehenſive 
mode of expreſſing the divine cotamunications of God, (who i is 
conſequently always underſtood) Hir power, influence, grace, | 


and various ſpiritual gifts, being all * implied in that 
n 


After 


(med } 


What form of words can poſſibly be more full 
or declarative? How therefote, the ſame zruly 
Orthodox mode of Worſhip could injure the very 
ſame Religion now, it is hard to conceive. Theſe 

Precepts 


Aſter all: ſhould we Suppoſe the utmoſt; (how far ſoevet᷑ it 
may be from according with the general Principle of the Bible) 
that by tne Holy Ghoſt is really meant, @ mighty Spiritual Beings 
ſent, John xiv. 16. 26. or employed by the moſt High God, 
(or even acting with Him) yet there is no Precedent whatſoever 
(that we can diſcover) throughout the New Teflament for the in- 
woking, ot giving Glory to ſuch difiine Agent. 

St. Luke has recorded a Form of Glorification or Praiſe, of- 
fered to the Deity by the Angeli or heavenly bot. Luke ii. 13s 
14. Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth, peace, &c. As this 
Form is allowed to be genuine, it is difficult to account Why 
men have not followed ſo ſecure an Example; fince thoſe Ce- 
leſtial Beings certainly muſt have known preciſely what is right 
on ſuch occaſions; and the inſtance they gave was momentous» 
becauſe this heavenly Doxology was uttered on a memorable oc- 
caſion, and in the hearing of men. 

In fine. That which ſeems further to confirm the neceſſity 
of conſidering the Holy Ghoſt as no other than the Spirit or 
Power of the Almighty himſelf, is, the deelaration made by S.. 
Matthew i: 18. 20. and likewiſe by &. Luke i. 35. that our Sa- 
wiour was Bors of the Virgin by the Holy Ghoſt, Now if the 
Holy Ghoſt were not the Power of the Higbeſ, but the Third. 
Perſen of a Trinity, diflin& or different from the Father ; then 
would Chriſt be rather the Son of the Third Perſon, and not of 
the Father, who is the Fir. But he is generally called the Son 
of God the Father in the Scriptures, even with reſpect to his Hu- 
manity, and never of the Holy Obe. When he is ſpoken of as 
the Son of Mar, it naturally refers to his Mother's lineage from 
the Houſe of David. 2 * Let 
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Precepts of the Apoſtle are, indeed, utterly in- 
compatible with the notion that Chrift is the Moſt 
High God; but they are no other than the con- 
cluſive Directions of our Saviour himſelf; and are 


free from all perplexity or uncertainty, If we de- 


viate from them in the leaſt, we then wander from 
the Path which is ſo benevolently and directly 
pointed out to us, and 3 by the cleareſt 
rays from heaven. 


We are therefore, humbly of opinion, that 
our Doctrines were reduced to their original Puri- 
ty and Simplicity; did we freely and unequivo- 
cally acknowledge with the Apoſtle, that the head 
of Chriſt is God: 1 Cor. xi. 3.—theſe neceſſary and 
important ſteps would, in a great meaſure, de- 
ſtroy our moſt bitter Controverſies ; render our 
holy Religion more generally underſtood and be- 
lieved ; and prepare it for that Univer/al Promul- 
gation and Acceptance, for which it was ſo bene- 
volently intended by its Great and Bleſſed Tea- 
cher :—and which, (as it has been Jong foretold) 
in Defiance of the ſubtileſt powers of Darkneſs 
and Deluſion, will finally be Accompliſhed. | 

I 3 The 


Let it be remembered that this /atter Argument is drawn 
from thoſe perempfory difinAions which have been made by 
other;,—The defign here is ſerious and Important. 
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be night is far ſpent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore. caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, and let us 
put on the armour of Light, Rom. xiii. 12. 


. | Praying with the Apoſtle: That the God of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, may give 
unto us the Spirit f wiſdom and revelation, in the 
knowledge. of Him. Eph. i. 17. 


Then ſhall we, happily for ourſelves, haſten 


the fulfilling of that ancient Prophecy: And the 


Logrp ſhall be King over all the Earth: in that day 


| Shall there be One Loxp, and bis Name 89 


Zech. xiv. 9. 


'To Whom be Glory in uh Higheſt, through 
Jeſus C hriſt. Amen and Amen. 


THE writer of this treatiſe wiſhes not to place any impro» 
per confidence in his own opinians ; but he thinks that he may 
very ſafely make the following declaration. I the main- 
tainers of the Athanaſian Doctrine, and the Worſhip 
adapted to it, can produce from the Scriptures, Teflimonies 
as CLEAR and PLAIN, in ſupport of that Doctrine and 


Worſhip, as, it is humbly conceived, are herein produced, 
" from thoſe ſacred records, in direct confirmation of the 
Divine UniTY and the Worſhip Conſequent thereon; 
(and enjoined by Chriſt himſelf )—then the author is moſt 
ready and willing to acknowledge his errors or overſight. 
But let it be obſerved, as a Preliminary not to be abandoned, 
that, the many texts which declare the poſitive Unity of 
God are ſo fimple and incontrovertible, that they require no 
Comment or Explanation whatſoever *: They are, at 
firſt view, equally obvious to the Learned and the Unlearned; 
an Advantage which the maſt common under/landing muſ per- 
ceive ; and which, indeed, when conſidered, will unavoidably 
render all forced or myſterious deductions from other parts 
of Scripture, to prove a different doctrine, Suſpicious and 
Inconſiſtent. 

The writer goes upon the ſample Principle that the Cleareſt 
Evidence is the ſafeſt to depend on; and that ſuch Evidence 
riſes in its value and moment in proportion to the Importance 
of the Cauſe it ſupports, I any, however, ſhould ſuppoſe 
that he would turn a deaf ear to diſtinct and ſolid reaſon- 
ing, ſupported by plain Scripture, againfl his opinions; 
they would be utterly miſtaken. As he truly propoſes to himſelf 
no other end than a ſatisfaftory diſcovery of the moſt in- 
terefling of all Truths, he is not likely to hazard his future 
quiet by obſtinately defending unſcriptural or fallacious argu- 
ments. The candid, and thoſe who have given any ſerious 
attention to the Subject, are requeſted to take notice of this 


appeal. 


® For the truth of this, the reader is referred to the Scripture cita- 
tions which appear in P. 22, 23. 27, 28. 110, 111. and in many other 
places throughout this little work, Is it poſſible that teſtimonies like 
thoſe, . e. equal in Number and Perſpicuity, ſhould be produced from 
the Bible, in favour of the Athanafian or Trinitarian Syſtem ? 
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Lord, Archbiſhop of CANTERBURY. ; 


Let bin that glorieth glory in this, that be anderſtandeth dud 
hnoweth Ms, that I am the LoD Jeremiah ix: 24. 


Ille vero (Chriſtus) exhibuit Deo fidem, Docuit enim quod Unus 
Deus fit, eumque Solum coli oportere : nec unquam ſe ipſe 
Deum dixit: quia non ſerviſſet fidem, fi miſſus, ut Deos tol- 
n 

La8antins de vera ſapitntia. 
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Myr Lene, 


LTHOUGH the Principles, e contained is in 
my Endeavour to Elucidate the Unity of 
God, are oppoſed to a long prevailing Opinion 
in the Church over which you Preſide; yet, 1 
humbly preſume, your Grace has not determined 
to refuſe your attention to Arguments, that are 
ſcriouſly and temperately offered againſt that 
Opinion, eſpecially when they are fairly brought 
from thoſe very Records on which it is ſuppoſed 
to be founded. The Reſpect I feel for your ſacred 
Function, ſecures me from giving you the leaſt 
Intentional Offence. I haye no. Symptoms of 
ſuch a deſign in my heart. And, therefore, I 


3 
flatter myſelf, that you will believe me, my Lord, 
when I declare, that nothing but an earneſt deſire 
to ſupport the Truth, on an Article of the utmoſt 
Importance to Mankind, (in doing which I have 
taken Example from very bigh Authority) and to 
ſhew the agreement of Scripture to that Light 
which God himſelf implanted in us, hath prompt- 
ed me to open myſelf to your Grace and to the 
world. I have thus diſcharged, what I have con- 


' ceived to be, my Duty; and the iſſue is cheerful. 
ly * to Providence. 


It will appear evident, I hope, to every un- 


| biaſſed Mind, that the tract aforegoing, contains 


not a pre ſumptuous attempt to injure or to alter 
any part of the Religion of Chriſt, but that it is 
expreſsly deſigned to forward its Gznzs aL recep- 
tion on its own Foundations; and toſecure that 
Union and Peace in the Church, which are alone 
to be expected from a rid adherence to the re- 
vealed Will of God. The leading Principles 
maintained in that Tract, and in ſome other late 
Publications, are taken from no mortal Source; 
and they will, I believe, be found to include the 
very means by which the Chriſtian Faith may be 
reduced to its prime val ſimplicity; relieved from 
confuſion; and defended effectually from the 
ſhrewd objections of many of its Adverſaries. 


beg 


* 4 We * . 
og of 
4 
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1 
1 beg leave to obſerve, that the zealous Tnquiz 
rers into the true Object of Divine Worſhip, are 
ſometimes, very irrationally, accuſed of an over- 
weening Curioſity : it is ſaid, that they do wrong 
in diſturbing the Minds of themſelves and others, 
by ſearching into Myſteries which are not om a 
level with our Underſtanding. Now without en- 
tering into any formal argument againſt this rea 
ſoning, a very plain anſwer may be given. That, 
if we would ſettle our Faith on ſubſtantial 
grounds, we muſt both Search and Think : and 
that when thoſe Myſteries are perpetually broughe 
forward in the Church, and warmly defended out 
of it, not as points merely Speculative, but, as Ar- 
ticles of Belief neceſſary to Salvation, we very na- 
turally endeavour to comprehend them; and ins 
deed they then become of too Important a nature 
to ſuffer the truly Religious Mind to remain In- 
different about them. Thus Men are unavoids- 
bly driven, if they regard their inward quiet, to 
ſeek for ſatisfaction to themſelves; and to take 
refuge from the diſtractions of Controverſy, un- 
der the peaceful ſafeguard of the Bible. What 
we have reaſon to lament, is, that the ſacred writ - 
ings have been violently wreſted into myſtic ſenſes, - 
which very often have no place but in the Imagi- 
nation; and favourite Opinions have been defend- 
ed, without any due regard to the allowed ſignifl- 

4 oak 
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cation of words, to Grammar, or the n de: 
gn of _ Scriptures. 


h As ſuch irregular modes of ede are 
never likely to fix our Religious Principles on a 
firm baſis, I have endeavoured to confine myſelf 
to the moſt obvious Senſe of Revelation, and it is 
my conſolation, that I can humbly and openly ap- 
peal to the Great Judge of All, that if I have erred 
in the ſearch of Him and his Truths, I have not er- 
red Wilfully. I could not poſſibly have ſought my 
own Intereſt in ſo doing. In deſignedly trying to 
miſlead others, I mould certainly undermine my 
own tranquillity, without the ſmalleſt proſpe& of 
advantage; and ſurely no man of common ſenſe 
will be charged with ſuch conſummate folly. The 
Point I have contended for, is, indeed, of ſuch in- 
finite Importance, that, I readily own, I found 
myſelf unable, in the proſecution of my endea- 
yours, to free myſelf from the deepeſt anxiety 
and fear, leſt I ſhould groſsly err, and give offence 
in a matter wherein my future Peace and Happi- 
neſs are ſo directly concerned. But I humbly re- 
ly on the Mercy and Compaſſion of God, in whom 
1 have truſted and not in myſelf. 


N motives . on me not to 
conceal the reſult of my inquiries. To free others 
from Perplexity, as well as myſelf, and to prove 
"Mb 
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by clear deductions, that the Bible doth not en- 
force an article of Faith repugnant to our inward. 
ſuggeſtions, but that It is filled with confirmations | 
of that firſt Principle, the Unity of God, which ap- 
E to be a Truth harmonizing with human 

eaſon: Theſe have been my chief wiſhes and 
deſigns. Vet I am convinced, my Lord, with 
yourſelf and others, that even the ſtedfaſt Belief 
of this Great and leading Principle, and the con- 
ſequences deducible from it, will avail us but lit- 
tle, unleſs the Moral excellencies, which ſhould 
ariſe from that Belief, are put in Practice, True 
Charity, Piety, Virtue, Integrity, are eſſentials in 
true Religion, and the ſtipulated means of our 
acceptance with Gop. 


Tux Hiſtory of Europe, as your Lordſhip well 
knows, records the moſt melancholy Proofs how 
far Men, in ſupport of their ſeveral Syſtems, have 
departed from, Chriſtian: Charity. Human Na- 

ture ſhudders at the Relation, and is relieved alone 
by reflecting on that Light and Liberality which, 
by the favour of God, now pervade and Dignify 
Is Minds of Men almoſt throughout Chriſten- 

om. 


The * which ſo long prevailed, that * 
Gift of God, our diſtinguiſbing Faculty, is a Guide 
by no means to be truſted i in our Religious re- 

ſearches; ; 


Fa) 
ſearches z—this fatal notion, craftily taught, and 
too readily imbibed in Superſtitious Ages, de- 
throned Reaſor; and the Bleflings and Promiſes of 
the Goſpel were then ſecreted in the hands of Ty- 


 Fatiny, or conſigned to the blind and mercileſs 
Authority of Zeal wi out E 


Theſe intereſted endeavours to ſhut out the 
light of Reaſon, or to render it uſeleſs, in a great 
meaſure ſueceeded, and, in conſequence, an almoſt 
univerſal Darkneſs overſpread the Chriſtian World; 
which has diſſipated but by flow degrees. Sur- 
priſing as it may appear on reflection to ſome, it 
ſeems to have been but lately allowed that, a Man 
can neither, in fact, be compelled to Believe, not 
can poſſibly Believe as he pleaſes ; but that, if he 
Thinks at all, Bir real Belief muſt flow from the 
diftates of his own Conſcience, a Tribunal which 
no Mortal Power can command ! This is an ever- 
laſting Truth; and it is from Mens Ignorance of 
ir, or their want of attention to it, that all che 
ſhameful Cruelties of Perſecution, on account of 
Religious opinions, have ever taken their riſe. It 
is not poſſible for Ignorance to expoſe itſelf more 
ridiculouſly, than in manifeſting a Belief, that 
any human Authority can Force the Conſciences of 
Men, fince it certainly 1 is 'not in the power of 
themſelves to do it if they would. Whenever, 


therefore, this has been attempted, (as it has been 
too 


(9.3 


too o often) the Tryal has univerſally l as 4 
tryals muſt do that are made to effect Impoſſibili- 
ties. But Mankind as they become more enlight- 
ened, become not only more reaſonable, but, very 
naturally, more Merciful alſo; and. thoſe. Enor- 
mities which were formerly committed by Bigots 

of all Perſuaſions, and which we now read of with 
equal horror and aſtoniſhment, are never likely, | 


by the Goodneſs of God, to infeſt the Earth a- 
gain. 


The Powers of Conſcience may indeed be ſup- 
preſſed by Tyranny for a time, but cannot be 
finally ſubdued. We may ſmother the Flame with- 
out extinguiſhing the Fire. When that Excel- 
lent Man, Archbiſhop Cranmer, harraſſed by his 
mercileſs , enemies, and overcome by the weakneſs" 
of human Nature, ſigned an Abjuration of thoſe 
Principles which Reaſon. and Reflection had 
taught him to adopt; how little did the Ter- 
rors of the bittereſt Cruelty and miſguided Zeal 

at laſt Avail? At the inſtant of his Death, what 
an affecting and glorious Example did he give of 
the Triumph of Conſcience over All ! 


Thus much I will venture to pred. That in 
whatſoever Chriſtian Country, People ſhall be 


indulged without exception, in the Free Exerciſe 
e of 
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of their Religious Sf in the practice of 
ſuch as they themſelves, after a calm and ſerious 
Inquiry, ſhall Believe to be inculcated in the Sa- 
cred Diſpenſations; that Country will be the Firſt 
(and Great-Britain bids fair for it) that will be 
permanently ſettled on the Firm Baſis of the Gefpa 
and Reaſon, 
themſelves by degrees, or be ſoon expunged by 
the unſhackled Efforts of ſerious and attentive 
Minds : whereas Reſtraint and Perſecution of all 
kinds, Experience has taught us, ſerve only to in- 
flame Prejudices and Fix them, and to render eyen 
Contradictions and Abſurdities Sacred, 


Yet, my Lord, I am very far from being un- 
friendly to an Eſtabliſped Form of Worſhip, I 
conceive it hardly poſſible far Society to ſubſiſt 
without i 8 46 Luck it to be abſolutely eſſential 
to the Welfare and Peace of the World, and full 
of general Utility ; Provided that, the fundamen- 
tal Principles of this Eſtabliſhment are grounded 
Solely and Clearly on the Scriptures. For the ge- 
nerality of Men have neither Ability, Leiſure, nor 
(it is to be feared in many inſtances) Inclination 
to plan for themſelves any rational and well-adapt- 

N bs 


* This obſervation is poſitively reſtricted to Religions Prin- 
ciples; purely and conſcientiouſly ſuch, i. e. ſuch as are, in 
themſelves, abſtracted from any worldly or Political motives 
whatſoever, 
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ed Form of Religious Warſhip : and the Poſi- 
tive Neceſlity of preſerving a conſtant and well- 
ordered Attention to the ALMiGutY, muſt be 
obviaus to All Mankind; as it moſt certainly is, 
and muſt for ever be, the ohject of Higheſt con- 
cern to all rational Beings. Still there is no ſort 
of neceſſity to Conftrain men to join in any parti- 
cular Mode of Warſhip whatſoever : this is much 
better left freely to their own Conſciences, to that 
inextinguiſhable Light of God which is placed in 
the breaſt of every man; and we may reſt affured, 
that the Form which is found by Experience to 
be the Cleareſt, the moſt Rational, and, eſpecially, 
the moſt conſonant to the plain Doctrines of the 
Scriptures, will at length prevail over all others; 
and be Dire&ly and Cordially embraced by all thoſe 
who are truly Pious, Diſcerning, and Learned: 
and it is well enough known what effect this 
would naturally have on the Cemmonalty. 6 


Neither do l l my Lord, that the Dif- 
ficulty of Eſtabliſhing ſuch a Liturgy, are 


Scriptural, as is here wiſhed, is by any means ſa 
great as is uſually pretended, In ſo important a 


ſtep doubtleſs Precipitation ſhould be avoided z . 
and Wiſdom would adopt the moſt perſuaſive mea- 
ſures. Reſpect is moreover due to Public Opinion. 
But are. theſe conſiderations really ſufficient to 
prevent for ever the accompliſhment of fo ſalu- 
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taty a Work?® Did our firſt Reformers run no 
hazard in the cauſe of Truth? The advances 
which they made towards the puri ification of. our 
Religion were greatz and the completion of 
what they began, is, therefore, comparatively, eaſy 
to their deſcendants. Our preſent Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, is filled; in general; with Noble and 
Exalted forms of Service, and, in order to make 
them highly ſatisfactory to all truly Religious men, 
want only to be purged from thoſe Expreſſions 
which are little underſtood, or, ſo far as they may 
be underſtood, are evidently inconſonant to the 
general tenor of the Bible, and repugnant to the 
natural ſuggeſtions of our own Conſcienees. 


For inſtance. In ſeveral, though not in all, of 
our preſent Forms, (which will, I believe, be mate 
ter of no ſqiall aſtoniſhment to Poſterity) we find 
the Dominion and Government of the Univerſe 
aſcribed to Three different divine Perſons, who, it is 
declared, Live and Reign together ; and They are, 
accordingly, Glorified and Worſhipped by Chrif- 
tians in a diſtin? manner. Surely this (notwith- 
ſanding any qualifying clauſe). muſt 3 0 

every 


At liaſt 1 fbould think it would be right to run ſome riſque, 
and place ſome truſ in the Providence of God ; rather than let er- 
rors of any conſequence remain.” Dr. Clayton Biſhop of Clogher, 
as quoted by Mr, Lindſey, Apology, P. a. 
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every common Underſtanding, plain Trirbelſn ; 
and the great queſtion is, whether ſuch Worſhip 
be fairly eftabliſhed on the Principles of right 
Reaſon, or r of Revelation 20 


It is, therefore, much to be defired der thoſe 
who are at all qualified, would ſearch with tem- 
per into the grounds of their perſuaſions and prac- 
tice; and not ſuffer themſelves to be lulled aſleep 
by the ſoothing power of Habit; or into an im- 
plicit reliance on even learned and worthy men; 
who, it is very poſſible, may deceive themſelves. 
For example. Sabellianiſm and Tritheiſm are equal- 
ly reprobated and anathematized by thoſe who be- 
lieve themſelves Orthodox : and yet, if thoſe Gen 
tlemen would attentively inveſtigate their own 
Principles, they would find, in general, that they 
unavoidably incline either to Tritbeiſin or Sabellia- 
niſm. This circumſtance will point out the dan- 
ger of wavering, in the leaſt, in the Belief of the 
Divine Unity abſolutely taken; and will alſo ſhew 
how ftrong are the motives which ſhould perſuade 
men to Charity and Forbearance with reſpe& to 
Religious Opinions; left prejudice ſhould hurry 
K 3 them 


* How do the doxologies which FI BEES Prayers 
and Colle&s, accord with the Conclufion of our Lord's Prayer, 
Matt. vi. 13. or with his Thankſgiving, Luke x. 21 ? In ſome 
| inſtances, indeed, n | 


(x 


them on to condemn . lun, while * are 
cenſuring the Principles of others ;—not having 
thoroughly examined the tendency and conſe- 
quences of their own. 


eg cantons have had, and, I hope, al- 
ways will have their proper weight with me. I 
thank God that my Mind is warm with Charity 
to all. I am from Experience taught to conſi- 
der the painful Difficulty of rooting out thoſe Pre- 
Judices which have been inſtilled into us from our 
Infancy, and cheriſhed, without ſuſpicion, as the 
indiſputable tokens of a true Faith. I greatly re- 
Joice in the certainty, that very large allowances 
will be made by our moſt Wiſe and Merciful Crea- - 
tor, for all our unavoidable Errors. As to Errors 
which are aſcribable to Indolence, or want of due 
attention in thoſe who have acquired the means 
and the Power of correcting them; in whatſoever 
degree ſuch may remain among Men, it is certain 
that the Simple and Illiterate are not directly 
chargeable therewith, Let Them be anſwerable 
for Mine, ſays the unlettered Huſbandman, under 
whoſe Conduct I approach the Altar. | 


Wirn all reaſonable allowances for the groſs. 
Ignorance and Darkneſs of former Centuries, and 
the Prejudices they have left upon us; it yet is 
wonderful and mortifying that, the proper Oben 
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of Religious Worſhip, ſhotild not have been long 
fince irreverſibly Fixed ; and maintained not ofily 
by a few, but by all Thinking and Learned Meti. 
Becauſe, not only the general tenour of Revealed 
Religion, but alſo Univerſal Nature proclaims the 
great truth of the Unity of the Deity. The Simila- 
rity of Conſtruction in the Greater Bodies around 
us: The “ nice Depþtndenties” preſerved in all the 
Leffer :---in a word, the whole viſible Creation diſ- 
covers to human Reaſon, One uniform connected 
Deſign throughout: and demonſtrates to reflect- 
ing Beings, that All Things were formed by One 
Mind: that they are univerſally the Effects of the 
Same great Cauſe ; and, From their invariable Evo- 
lutions, are certainly and conſtantly under the 
very ſame Direction. God has taken care that we 
ſhould have more reaſons than one to believe them 
to beſo; and, I think, He has interwoven the 
Truth of His Unity in our very Nature, if we 
would attend to its operations ; at leaſt He has 
enabled us to detect the moſt ſubtile deviations 
from that fundamental Article, I ſhall endeavour 
to give proof of this by a familiar inſtance: But 1 
beg leave to introduce it rather as an acceſſory cir- 
cumſtance, than as a neceſſary Argument for af- 5 
ter what has been produced in the Elucidation, 
and by Others, ſuch aſſiſtances, I conceive, are 
but little wanted. It may be juſt obſerved that, 
what follows is not merely Speculative, but may 
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be rather called Experimental, and will ſerve to 

ſhew that, from the limited Nature of the human' 

Intellect, the preſent Dotrines incline us * 
to ohman 


Warssyrn a Mulciplicity of Objects are pre 
ſented to the Mind, we find it neceſſary, in order 
to Contemplate with any accuracy, to confine 
ourſelves to one, and drop all the reſt. A conſe- 
quence ever unavoidable while the Thinking Prin- 
ciple is cloſely engaged. And hence it arrives 
that the Unity of God forces itſelf upon us in the 
Act of Devotion, from the Indi viſibility of 7. haught, 
For we may obſerve, that, when we addreſs our- 
ſelves intently in Prayer, we find it impoſſible to 
Fix our Meditation abſolutely, on more than One 
Object of Worſhip at the ſame moment, All 
others are neglected in the inſtant, and cannot en- 
ter the Mind without confuſing and diſſipating the 
Attention. This alone plainly ſhews, that the 
mental Faculties are not calculated to attend Fix- 
edly to more than One Object. We may, indeed, 
Aſſeciate Three or more different Things or Per- 
ſons in Idea, and then conſider them in One Col - 
lective view; but this doth not deſtroy their Indi- 
viduality; and when we would contemplate any 
one of theſe Okjects with Preciſion, we muſt diſ- 
miſs the Combination, Or we may Blend three 
or more 1 Things or ws xo together i in 


" Idea, 


Cx... 
Idea, and then conſider them in the Aggregatilan 


One; but beſides that this is a mere work of the 
Imagination, it would be held both diſſatisfactory 
and dangerous with reſpect to the Trinity; be- 
cauſe we are expreſsly enjoined, in our preſent re- 
ceived Doctrines, to preſerve the Diſinction of the 
Three Perſons, and acknowledge Them to be not 
only ſeparate, but alſo Zqua! Objects of Prayer 
and Thankſgiving. Notwithſtanding this, in the 
ſolemn Acts of Devotion, the Mind betrays an 
Election for one or the other: and this Preference, 

we find, is naturally and generally given to God 
Himſelf, though every other Object is excluded 
from the Mind at the time. For He inceſſantly 
ariſes in the Collected Soul, and Fills it. Thus 
the Great Truth of the Unity of the Deity, ſeems 
to have been implanted by Him in our Nature, 
and the Mind of man, in its moſt ſerious and at- 
tentive moments, neceſſarily led to acknowledge 
it. In Praying to, or Glorifying the Trinity in 
their Turns, we ſtill give the Precedence to the 
Farhzx; but, by a poſitive Diſtinction in their 
Perſons, and in our Worſbip, we unavoidably de- 
ſtroy the very Notion of One only God, and, as 
I apprehend, overthrow the Great Baſis of * 
vealed Religion. 


Wet wil naturally 2 from theſe ae 


"on 
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vill not pertnit-us to Pray Fixedly to more than 
One Object at the ſame time; for the very attempt 
1% Divide the Attention confuſes it; therefore we 
are compelled; if we hold to the Athanaſian Syſs 


tem, to invoke, and Worſhip the Three Penſont of 
the Trinity in 4 ſeparate manner, as we find is 


done. Thus when we Worſhip the Father, We 


Adore a Perſon different from the Son, or the 
Holy Ghoſt: and when we Worſhip Theſe, we. 
adore two Perſons both different from the Father 
and from each other. For, howſoe ver They may 
be connected, Their Perſons ate to be preſerved 
diflinfily in the Mind, and Their Worſhip, of 
courſe, to be diftin alſo. Now under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, it appears impoſſible, from the very 
Natute of Thought, to free ourſelves from the 
Idea of their being Three diftin Gods. For ſince 
we cannot Divide our Attention, (which if we could 
would be the higheſt diſreſpect to the Perſon 
meant to be adored) it muſt be always Changed 
with the Obje of our Worſhip ; and then it ine- 
vitably follows, that every Other muſt be Ne- 
glected at the time; and theſe are exactly the Conſe· 


quences with all Polytheiſm whatſoever : from which 
' thetefore, I humbly apprehend, it is extremely |. 


difficult to Diſtinguiſh the preſent Syſtem. But 
on the other hand, If we Blend the Three Perſons 
* | together, 


3 the Litexy, in many of the ColleQs, &c, 


1 
together, and conſider Them as One and the Same 
Being; then the Athanaſian hypotheſis is deſtroy-- 
ed, and any Diftin# or Diſcriminating Worſhip ap- 
an Superflubus and Cao 85 


I beg that I may ee Se pig 
ing theſe reflections ; They are intended in ſup= 
port of thoſe paſſages in the Bible which render 
the Worſhip of God ſo eaſy to the Mind, by 
plainly and poſitively declaring that He is One:“ 
— and are not brought forward from any vain 
deſires of Diſputation. | 


I have 


* Unleſs the r:/þe&ive rights of the Three Divine Perſans of 
the (ſuppoſed) Trinity, were clearly aſcertained in Revelation ; 
(which is filent on this head) how ſhould men diſcharge their 

proper Duties to them; How ſhould men judge when, or of 
what Occafion it would be moſt juſt and beneficial to addreſs 
the one in Prayer or Thankſgiving, and when the others“ 
The ſerious Mind, anxious to obſerve the Reſpect due to aach 
is in dread of giving Offence to one or other by ſome Nala: 
And if we addreſs Them all as One, then the Perſonalities are 
loft or confounded. St. James by his aſſertion that every goed 
and roy pere Gift comb from the Faruzx, James i. 19; 
and St. Paul by inſtructing us 1 give thatks always for all 
things unto Gad ren the Faruzx, Eph, v. 20; have made 
this point (on the Athanafian Principle) fill more embarraſſing. 
But, indeed, if we drop the Athanaſian ſchenie, and take 66, 
Lord's clear directions and Example, (Matt. vi. 9. xi. 23. 
John xi. 41; xvi. 23) or thoſe of his Apoſtles, then che Mind 
is relieved, and all Anxiety and Diſtraction are immediately 
at an end. 


: f 


I have never been able to meet with any Ex? 
poſition of the Athanaſian ſyſtem (as it is called) 
that ſeemed at all ſatisfactory: on the contrary, 


even the beſt of thoſe which I have ſeen, dll ap- 
pear to me, to be intermixed with perpetual and 


inevitable Contradictions:.— How is it poſſible for 
the moſt gifted Mind to avoid them, while it is 
endeavouting\ to maintain a Syſtem which pro- 
feſſes to abhor the Idea of Three Gods, and yet 
confidently aſſerts Three All-Perfeft and 8 
Objet?s of Divine Worſoip ! 


A Learned Writer, of ſome rank in the Church, 
has very lately declared, as his Belief, that 
there muft be Differences in the Three Perſons of 
the Trinity, and gradual Subordination.” Yer, 
in the ſame breath he inſiſts that They are ſtrictly 
One Being, the ſame God, and Equal in all 
Perfections. Here we find that, Difference and 
Identity, Subordination and Equality, are made 
ſynonymous terms. Is not this illuſtrating the 
Athanaſian Creed by the Creed of Athanaſius ? 
Indeed the tenets juſt mentioned, are hardly ſa 
guarded as thofe of this famous Creed, and 
while words retain their acknowledged mean- 
ing, ſuch modes of Expreſſion are altogtther 
as unintelligible or contradictory as the Edict 
on which they are founded. The ſame learned 
Author has likewiſe ſuggeſted that, the Dif- 
ferences of the Three Perſons, can only conſiſt in 
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Their Prrſanal Properties.” Now if their Per- 
ſonal Properties be Different, this, indeed; ſuffi-- 
ciently declares, a poſitive diftinfion, and will ſhew 
them not to be the ſame, but Three diſtin? Beings 
or Gods ; ſince a difference of Properties is the ſureſt 
mark of Diſtinction between one Being and ano- 
ther. 


he ngenious Men have endeavoured (doubtleſs 
often from very upright motives,) to ſupport this 
incomprehenſible Doctrine, by deep comments 
and laboured Interpretations. Every paſſage 
throughout the Bible, that affords the moſt diſ- 
tant colour of an Argument, has been laid hold 
of and forced into the Service.“ But their efforts 
hitherto, have not been able to eradicate the 
Doubts, and heal the Diviſions which have un- 
happily ſo long prevailed on this eſſential article 
of Religion. The ſearching out myſtical mean- 


| | | by unge 

» One of the moſt plaufible and commonly urged, is that 
found in John xx. 28. where the Apoſtle Thomas, convinced of 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus, cries out, My Lord and my God. Pro- 
bably an Exclamation of aſtoniſhment and joy like that which 
any one would be apt to utter on the ſudden Appearance of a 
much- loved Friend who had been abſolutely given up as Dead; 
— My good God! My gracious God would be natural ex- 
preſſions on ſuch an affecting occaſion. But whatever Thomas 
might have meant, allowance ſhould be made for the violent 
commotion he muſt have felt : and we ſhould attend to the con- 
text. St. John almoſt immediately adds ;—tbe/e figns are 


- written that ye might believe that Feſus is The Cusisr, the 


den of God, Obſerve allo ver. 17, to which the «ſual con- 
agi. of the words of St. Thomas\Winot be reconciled, 
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ings in Scripture, and deducing far-fetched cons 
cluſions from paſſages that may be ſomewhat ob- 
ſeure, appears to me to be ſeeking Darkneſs ra- 
ther than Light; an endleſs unprofitable under. 
taking, making an Enigma of the Bible, and, 
conſequently, productive of great and danger - 
ous Confuſion; as is plain from the ſtrange and 
contrary opinions which have ariſen from time to 
time, from this way of conſtruing the ſacred Writ- 
ings. Surely it would be better to recede from 
this precarious unſettled mode of explication, and 
not give ſuch implicit Faith to Thaſe who think 
themſelves keen enough to ſee even 1 the 
Truth itſelf. 


Wirn reſpedt t to the Important Point beben u us, 
namely, the Divine Unity, the true Way is indeed 
very far from being either Dark or Intricate. We 
have but this Alternative, either to abide by the 
Strongeſt and Cleareſs Evidence, or follow that 
which is leſs Strong and kſs Clear. It is hardly 
conceivable that any rational Being, were he left 
to himſelf, would heſitate upon which to chuſe. 
Every ſerious and ſenſible Chriſtian would, above 
all things, be moſt happy to be Clear in his Reli- 
gious Creed; as he muſt feel and own that, in ge- 
neral, no ſolid Virtues, no rational Faith, nothing 
above a Clouded Piety can be expected in Men 
who Profeſs a Religious Syſtem, the fundamen- 
tal Principles of which, they, ingenuouſly con- 


os thay crnner anertons, May not fuch Men, 
| with 


bo 
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without much preſumption, be juſtly ſaid to V. 
hip they know not what ? and while they remain 
in this doubtful and confuſed ſtate, the influence 
of Religion on their Minds, mult be feeble, way- 
ering, and, in a great meaſure, fruitleſs ; and this 
obſeryation we ſee yerified in fact; - too aften 


wen among the moſt diſtinguiſhed Characters, 


6d Now, m my Lord, inſtead of continuing to infiſt 
** thoſe Doctrines, which, if they were at all ex- 
plicable, are allowed to be. beyond. the Compre - 
henſion of the greater part of Mankind, and, of 
courſe, conduce little to Edification ;—Sup | 
we were to go back to the Simplicity of the Gol: 
pel ? To that humble, unaſſuming Practice, which 
was held ſacred by Chriſtians in the earlieſt ages, 
and derived immediately from the pureſt th. ay 5 
Inſtruction:— Suppoſe, inſtead of deſtroying His 
Supremacy as far as in us lies, we were to Adore | 
the One God and Father of All; to Worſhip Him 
and Pray to bim alone, in the Name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt? Wherein ſhould we Err? Pardon 
me, my Lord, a moment, while I aſk whether our 
Eccleſiaſtic Governors will allow this to be ſtrict- 
ly conſonant to the Sacred Precepts or not? They 
ſurely cannot deny it. But Where, then, do we 
find ſo clear and fo reſpeFable Authority for the 
| Wor- 
® In the #-f and bef ager, the churches of Chriſt Arn 
all their prayers, according to the Scripture, to God anly, through 
the alone Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, * 1 * Me. 
Lindſey's Apology. P. 148, 149 


6 


Wobſhip of a Trinity? Neither, it ſeen, 3 is this 1 

word, nor this Worſhip to be found in our Bibles, # 
Notwithſtanding the ingenious Zeal of later Ages, 
Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
appear to have been wholly Strangers to ſo Com- 
plicated a Syſtem. Why, therefore, do we refuſe 

ourſelves the beneficial Happineſs of giving HIN] 

(ro Whom we remain Indebted for every Bleſſing, 
even for Chriſt himſelf.) the peculiar Honour due 
unto His Glorious Name, Who is the one Everlaſt- 
ing God and Benevolent Parent of the Univerſe ?® 
Hath not Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the holy Pro- 
phets of God, nay, even God Himſelf, plainly 

taught and encouraged us to do this? Let the 
World. impartially examine the ' Sacred Volume, 
| colle& the Evidence, and ſay whether this Injunc- 
tion be Reiterated or not. If it be, with what 
confuſion ſhall we ſhortly appear before His Face, 
with the Bible, perhaps our own Conſciences, and 
even the whole ſurrounding Creation Witneſſes 
againſt us! If indeed, we have not erred Wil- 
fully, or through Negligerice, our Pardon is cer- 

| tain: but our Confuſion and Regret may very | 

_ poſſibly remain 825 us. 


AFTER all, it muſt be confeſſed that, ſuch 
endeavours 


a * Troy, even Thou art Lon d alone ; Thou haſt made hea- 
wen, the heaven of heavens, with all their boſt, the earth and 
all things that are therein, the ſeas and all that is therein, and 
Thou preſerveft them all; and the boſt of heaven toad 
Thee Neh. ix, - | 


C28. N 


e 
and incongruities of the preſent Syſtem, and to 
perſuade a Reformation of them, will, in a greg 
meaſure, be vain and ineffectual, while ſome ares 
ſtill determined to ſupport the moſt manifeſt de · 
viations at all Events, and others are ſo little in- 
clined to attend to what is ſaid againſt them. 
Even the greater number of Thoſe to whom. the 
care of out holy Religion is more immediately con- 
ſigned, will not condeſcend to look into the Pub · 
lications that are offered to their peruſal, and 
which, at leaſt in many inſtances, in the moſt diſ- 
intereſted manner, point out the ſtumbliog-blocks 
which lay in their own way, and evidently Ob- 
ſtruct the moſt pious endeavours to fix the ae. 
gion of Chriſt in the hearts of Men. | 


In ſuch a fituation of things, all that can be 
done by thoſe who have the Honour of our Hea- 
venly Father, the Goſpel of Chrift, and their on 
Peace and Salvation truly at Heart, is, to declare 
openly, wherein they humbly apprehend, Men 
have departed from the Faith that was onre deli- 
vered unto the Saints : and far from in vidiouſly at- 
tacking the tenets of others, and .at the ſame 
time concealing their own, leſt they alſo ſhould be 
found equally defective; - The honeſt Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, putting away all bitterneſs of ſpi- 
rit, ſhould deliver to the World their own Prin- 
ciples with humility, but with firmneſs and ſin- 
cerity ;— freely offer them to the ſeyereſt Scrutiny 


5 of 


by divine Inſpiration, could have aſſerted the 
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their Truth to be decided by the ſacred: Oracles of 
God. I ſhall therefore deliver, what J conceive 
to be, the Religious Principles of an Unizari 
Chriſtian. mom 03 210qqyt © bonita | 


N ier 273 B. 8 A. 61 ; ; 
* 1 88 wall: be OS . | ys 
rte to in a plain and weltenlight- 


ened Path, the Unitarian Chriftian, in contradicq- 


tion to all the eomples Syſtems of Human in- 
vention, maintains, that the All-Glorious God 
of the Univetſe, is fimply, and abſolutely Onz* 


That there is no God (in the proper ſenſe of the 


term) Wirn H, nor L1xe HI, I nor Equar 
to Hint: I and conſequently, that He alone is the 
True God; that He alone is the Great Object of 
all Religious Adoration $. And it is further 
maintained, that it is altogether impoſſible, that 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, ſpeaking as they did 


Unity of God ſo Clearly and Poſitively as they 
have done, unleſs it were 3 true; and inca- 
pale of any dangerous or Erroneous conſequen · 

ces 


e Mark ail. 2g, 0 ni, 4. 6. be. f 
n 

11. al. 25. xlvi. 5. 
en Matt i. 6. gy 4% 
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ces whatſoever, when direfly adopted by Man- 
kind as a Principle molt Sacred and Inviolable.“ 

M n ene en ee nee e The 


1 e ander e l 
Wich reſpect to the Holy Spirit, I beg leave to obſerva, 
that whenever the Fa rug is Worſhipped, the holy $pirit iz 
included ix Him, i. e. not adored as a 4#fin# Being 1 fince to 
matte the holy Spirit's in Pers from the Farber, is, I 
humbly apprehend, to make # Difie#ion without a cont: Di- 
mes. For the holy Spirit, from the general import of the ſacred 


writings, is the Spirit of God, His Diviae Influence, (a) or God 


Himſelf, who is indeed Tur Gazar anv Univensat SyriziT, 
And thus this point maſt have been conſidered by Chrift'and 


They would have certainly made's poſitive D; inctias in Their 
forms of Worſbip and Glorification, between the Holy Ghoſt and 
the Father, If different and Equal Perſons were meant. But ns 
fech diflinet Worſpip is to be found in the Scriptures. (This alone 
diſcovers that, che Trinitarian Worſhip, as it is now pratiſed, 
is an Innen upon the ſacred Doctrines.) There are ſome; 
indeed, ho, firuck with this cireuinſtance, think, nevertheleſs, 
that, by the Holy Spirit may be meant a difiin# and Saubordinats 
Agent, tho net an Obje# of Divine Worſpip. This notion, 
flaniling. the, may have no improper conſequences: But the 
above opinion, it is humbly conceived, appears more conſo= 
nant to the general tenour of holy Writ. And it ſeems a very 


unſatisfatory Expedient to fingle' out a few (perhapy doubtful) 


bis Apoſiles; otherwiſe, in order to prevent Error er Neglodf} 


paſſages, and oppoſe chem to the great Body of the Sehipturess 


(a) And ſeems to be ſometimes Prayed for, a: ſuch, (o' wich no great 
appearance of Conſifeney) in the Church EH. Artioag other inns 
os; ſee ſurm of Abſulution, CalleQy' for Quinquigefime' Sunday, 'gtb 
Sunday after Eafter, 19th Sunday after Trinity, St. Barnabas, Prayers for 
the King, and Royal Family, that, at the entrance of the Communion, &c. 
Theſe Addreſſes, with: many others, are »bſolutely. Uaitarianz, they ' ors 
made to God the Father only, through Jeſus Chriſt; 3 
n for, a4 a divine Gift of 1 


(3) 
Tue Son of God is deeply Reverenced by the 
Unitarian Chriſtian, as his Mediator, High Prieſt, 
and great Deliverer: Commiſſioned by the Fa- 
"THER to lead Men into the knowledge of Him, 
the Only true Cod, and into the way of Life Eter- 
nal. John xvii. 3. That, accofdingly, the Doc-. 
| trines and Precepts of our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, are to be eſteemed us the unalterable Rules 
of the Chriſtian's Life; to be ſtrictly adhered to, 
and punctually obeyed ; to be fixed in his Heart, 
and uniformly manifeſted in his Actions. That 
not Obedience only, but alſo 2 Gratitude, 
Honour and Veneration, are due to Chriſt: in a 
very high degree from all Mankind. And laſt- 
ly, that, as his Diſciples, we are authorized and 
encouraged to make uſe of his Name on all occa- 
fions in our . Worſhip of ALmicuty Gop; to 
whoſe Divine Majeſty we thus eck, by our 
bleſſed Mediator. 


It is upon this folid Baſis that the Unitarian 
Chriſtian reſts his Hope: Worſhipping God in 
Spirit and in Truth, and rejoicing in Chtiſt Je- 
ſus. For 10 us there is but One God, TRR Fa- 
THER, of whom are all things, and we in bim; and 
one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whoin are all things, 2 
we by bim. 1 Cor. viii. 6. The ſimplicity of 
* 1 . | - 4 the 


„ 8t. Pal is here profeſſedy Diſtinguiſhing the Trae God, | ſee 
Ver. 4, 5, 6. Notwithſtanding this, ſome men, unable to ſub- 


vert the force — 


(SY 
the foregoing Creed enables it to be clearly under- 
ſtood by all Men; and the Records on which it 
is directly founded, will probably incline thoſe 


who believe in Revelation, to think that it con- 
eas a glorious Truth. 


But if eee e 
it, or abſurd, or contrary to the plain Doctrines 
of the Goſpel; in the Name of God, let it be 


pointed out: for no man in his ſenſes, I think, 
would Err in his Religion if he could poſſibly 
avoid it. I am fure, my Lord, that if I (who am 
moſt willing to learn) could have been by any aſ- 
ſiſtance ſatisfied, that the Vorſbip of a Trinity is 
as plainly commanded, or exemplified in Scrip- 
ture, as is the Worſhip of the One God and Fatber 
of All; I ſhould have been ſaved from an anxiety 
nnn Fe 
\ L.3 Am 
a ent that the term Farker, here Synifies 417 che Three Perſons of 
the Trinity. (Altho' rhe Father is pointedly difinguibed in 
this very paſſage, from Chri/t and all other Beings whatever.) 
Thus © the 4/crimizatiue appellation of an Individual.“ or a 
Name purpeſely adopted for di/tin&ion, is made to infer xo real 
Diflinion at all; and men have no way left them to expreſs 
their true meaning: The Father ſignifies the Sor, and the Sox 
the Father, Ge. (Sabelljaniſa.) Thoſe who can perſuade 
themſelves to talk thus, abſolutely confound the fundamental 
Principles of language, and ſet all rational Argument at defi- 
| The Apolile, indeed, makes no mention” here of the behy 
Gbeſt, which it is mere than he would have done, on 
{p Intereſting and decifive an occaſion, if hy dhe holy Spirit were 
meant a Perſon, Different from rhe Fatharg8adl His Equal. 


(5) 

A J. er is any Man blameable for ſuch anxi. 
ety? is it Weakneſs ? An Indifference to RxLI- 
lou and its Truths, is Deſtruction in every 
ſenſe of the word: It is the real Source of all the 
Moral Corruptions that infeſt che Human Race, 
This Indifference to Religion (if it does not pro- 
ceed from the moſt thoughtleſs Stupidity) muſt 
ariſe from a diſbelief of its Principles; or from 
a Perſuaſion that whether its Precepts are obeyed 
or not, it will be of equal Conſequence to us. I 
js enough, T hope, to obſerve to the moſt negli- 
gent Reader, that this laſt opinion leads direMly 
to Atheiſm, and at once deſtroys the very notion 
of an Omniſcient and Juſt Governor of the Uni- 

verſe. As to a diſbelief of the leading Princi- 
ples of any particular Syſtem, it behoves the vir- 
tuous among Men to ſhew, if it be poſſible, that 
ſuch Incredulity has no Rational foundation. 
Every method ſhould be tried, every fair Argu- 
ment brought forward, to remove Impediments 
that may render the paths of Religion clouded or 
| intricate, which above all things, it is to be wiſh- 
. ſhould be moſt clear. 


” Onnietranety in its. natural. and moſt - % 
ble Form, preſents nothing to the Mind of man 
that is gloomy or contradictory: It utters nothing 
| bur Peace and Comfort to the Soul: and will be 
| found to agree with Reaſon | in all her genuine 

ap. * of the Goſpel of Chriſt 

| kindly 
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| kindly blends itſelf with the Light of Reaſon and 
increaſes its Luſtrez and, whatever Divines may 
have formerly held, it is this Union Shin Raw 
_ ſatisfaQion to the human Heart. 


I am not allowed to hope from the aſpect of the 
preſent day, that I ſhall. live to ſee. any material 
Reformation in our forms of Worſhip. But of 
this, I am confident, that ſuch a Reform will in 
future take place. I apprehend that the Truth 
of the Sacred Writings is directiy engaged in this . 
Ifſue. Until the Goſpel is preached in its origi- 
nal Purity, the Nations of the Earth, we ſee, are 
not likely 7 become the Kingdoms of the Load and 
of His Chrift. And yet, ſo ſure as the Bible is 


true, this great Event muſt An and 4115 Pro- 


accompliſhing them —By calling back the Chrif- 
tian Faith to its primeval Purity and Simplicity ; 
and bene e from that heavy Cloud of 

MT: 4 Le- ce Super. 


e e e e 
fal Spirit of pure Chriffianity, is properly retained in a Church, 
wherein we hear Zverlafling perdition ſolemnly denounced, 
without dnp or qualification, againſt all thoſe who do 

not, (perhaps cannot) Believe exaftly as 8b diQtates? or ra- 
2 as ſome of the moſt violent Zealots were pleaſed to die- 
edits in the darkeſt Ages. ' Surdly, that Nie deſtenderh net 
from Above, which firſt confounds the Underſtanding, and then 
leaves the, moſt dreadful Curſe on the very Doubts %, has 
raiſed !—Yet this ſeems to be the Wiſdom, mn 
which we find In a certain Creed, 


| (3a) 
Superſtition and Error which has inwrapped it 
for Ages ! A Departure from the Truth was 
plainly foretold; and although he Sun: of Righ- 
teouſneſs has happily ariſen with brighter Rays on 
our Land, our Impurities are not yet exhaled , 
Their remains are conſpicuous, and mark the 


farce and een oe hs ae. 


The ling ourſelves within the narrow 
Pale of our Forefathers, - betrays an inexcuſable 
Indolence, and a manifeſt lukewarmneſs for the 
further propagation of the Goſpel. It may be 
conſidered as a certain Fact, that the Wiſe and 
Benevolent Author of Nature, plainly intends, 
(notwithſtanding ſome partial exceptions) that the 
Rational part of his Creation ſhall not ultimate- 
ly Decline ; ſhall not become leſs enlightened , 
more ignorant and depraved ; but ſhall aſſuredly 
move forward, by gradual ſteps, in the paths of 
pſeful Knowledge and Improvement. If this be 
granted, how contradictory to theſe: gracious dep 
ſigns doth it appear, that we ſhould implicitly re- 
ly an our remate Ancgſtors for our preſent Opi- 
nions and Practice, and by obſtinately or ſupinely 
continuing on the ſame ground, contract . ou 


been within the erte of their Knowledge 


— thur this iir far f 
ing-now the prevailing Inclination. The necef+ 
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tefs Credulity, is no longer Hereical. I greatly 
rejoice when I reflect, that no inconſiderable num- 
ber of our moſt reſpectable Clergy; not only con- 
eeive themſelves to be bound in their Prafeſſion, 
by ſome very hard and illiberal Engagements of 
human conſtruction, but, many of them, are alſa 
ſenſible, that ſome further Amendments in our 
doxologies, and Forms of Worſhip, are become 
abſolutely neceſſary: They juſtly think, thar 
theſe may be rendered more generally unexcep- 
tionable and ſafe, By reducing them to a more direft 
congruity with thoſe of the Scriptures. Were this 
meaſure ſtrictly adopted, it muſt prevent all con- 
troyerſy and uneaſineſs, on the point in queſtion, 
(at leaſt among the reaſonable part of Mankind) 
ſo long as our holy Records are conſidered as the 
inconteſtable Rules of our Faith. Ic would be 
moſt Injurious to ſuppole, that tie Reverend 
Gentlemen who are zealous for ſo deſirable a Re- + 
form, have not the welfare of Chriſtianity as much N 
at Heart as their Oppoſers. Their wiſhes can 
proceed from nothing but a watchful and conſcien - 
tious attention to Religion, and a ſincere love of 
it; with a conviction of its infinite Importance to 
the World when rightly underſtoad :- and they 
well diſcern, that if ſych a ſtep were taken, it 

would at once free the Whole from a weight of 
anxiety. and yexation, which every honeſt Man 
yopld be happy to ſee them fairly rid of. 


Myr 
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the whole, -appear worthy of any regard; The 
exalted Station in which Divine Providence hath 
been pleaſed to place your Grace, enables You teu 
dttrect che means of ſuch Relief in theſe moſt Im- 
portafit matters, as your Wiſdom ſhall ſuggeſt. 
Your Lordfhip is undoubredly well acquainted, 
that, The Public attention is powerfully attracted 
towards the preſent Inquiry into the True ObjeZ 
of Religious Worſhip; a Subject ſurely the moſt 
Intereſting that can engage the human Mind.— 
That the Inquirers into this momentous Article, 


te numerous and reſpectable— That the Founda- 


tions of dur Faith are not now aſſailed by the ſhal- 
low and contemptible diſquiſitions of Atheiſts and 
Libertines; but are ſearched into by Men whoſe 
Characters are unimpeachable, whoſe Abilities, 
and Zeal in ſupport of Chriſtianity, are equally 
. ardent and conſpicuous, and who affuredly have 
their own inward quiet, and ſalvation at heart, 
(of which ſome of them have given the moſt un- 
. queſtionable proofs) tho* the World may not have 
candour enough to allow that their endeavours 
reach further than to themſelves, © Whatever may 
be the Event of theſe Inquiries; this is certain, 
that they never could have ariſen among ſuch 
Men, if the received Doctrines had been _ 
founded on: _—_ ne ny and 0 Reaſon. 
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Let us, therefore, be intent on ſtudying the 
pure word of God; and careful to interpret it 
in ſuch a manner, as may do moſt honour to its 
author ; and at all times encourage à free and 
* an impartial ſtudy of it. Tis now high time 
* to do this, and to awake out of ſleep, ſince 
ur Reformation is much nearer than when we 
< firſt believed: and it is to be wiſhed, that we 
& ourſclves could be perſuaded to examine our 
* own ſtate ;—that we were diſpoſed to help and 
forward, rather than check the progreſs of 
every ſerious inquiry; and ſtop any farther im- 
E provements in the knowledge of that, which of 
all things deſerves, and wants them moſt; ra> 
< ther than withſtand a. general reformation in 
Religion, by rigorouſly inſiſting on, and ob- 
& truding ſuch things for doctrine, as are the 
* commandments of men, and very foreign to 
* the eſſence of it; inſtead of either entertai, 


« down fire from heaven on all who don't re- 
* ceive usz which delights in ſtraitening the way 


_ < that leads to Life, and ſhutting up the king- 
dom of heaven againſt men; or elſe i 


incurring 
the woe denounced againſt thoſe hypoerites, who 
© are deſirous of lading men with heavy burthens, 
en dinging upoa_ eee 
« grievous to be borne 3, and which they know, 
that none nęed touch with one of their fingern. 
* As 


that Antichriſtian kind of © ſpirit, which calls Ps 


(. 36 ). 


As we ſee the faults and follics of paſt ages, 
* double oe will be to us, if, inſtead of taking 
warning by them, and avoiding the like; we are 
© reſolved to tread the ſame ſteps, and —_ * 
« mags our fathers *,” “ 


bs ok your Lordſhip ſhould, le dens, 
ae forward any proper meaſures for the fur- 
ther purifying our forms of Worſhip, in doing 
which, without doubt, the Chriſtian Scriptures 
would be taken as the directive Lights; It. i 
then that the true Diſciples of Chriſt would re- 
Joice with - exceeding great Foy : ſince ſuch an 
Amendment could have no other end, than the 
enſuring the moſt durable Happineſs to Mankind; 
by giving birth to that ſubſtantial Piety, wherein 
the Heart and the Underſtanding alſo ſincerely 
Upite. And I am, with many others, groſsly 
deceived, if the Erocha would not be as glori- 
ous. for your Grace, through all Poſterity, as is 
would be highly advantageous to Chriſtianity. To 
take away the complicated Veil which has been 
thrown over the Goſpel, and offer jt, as it were, 
anew to Mankind, in all its genuine Beauty and 
OT» diveſted of the fallacious 27 


= Biſhop of Carli/e' . on the Theory of of oy 
— c. Page 199, 5th Edition. | 
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& human device, of deluſive Obligitions,®" * 
Learned Subtilty :—this is the mark we preſs to- 
ward; (Philippians iii. 14.) with a ſteady but 
peaceable ſpirit : to that pure and all-diffuſive 
Light, which, unobſcured by earthly ſyſtem, 
would enlighten every nan that cometh into the 
world. The more ſimple and unexceptiona- 
e ble a Religion is, the dearer will it he to thoſe 
& who underſtand it, and know what it is to en- 

&« joy it.” In the recovery of © ſuch a Reli . 
% gion,” my Lord, © Charity would be a gainer, 
„ and Faith would be no loſer, and it would be 
* an eaſier talk to ſatisfy Doubters, to bring over 
& Infidels, and to re-unite Believers.” + You 
would not want the ready aſſiſtance of many a- 
mong the moſt Valuable and Learned of your 
Clergy, and you have this Peculiar advantage, 
that it would be impoſſible to charge your Grace, 
in ſuch an important undertaking, with any Si- 
hs views or Worldly motives whatſoever. 
May the ſame Almighty Being who hath called 
you into your Eminent State in the Church, in- 
ſpire you to do that which is right in His ſight, 
8 * and 


* « Men will compe/ others, not, to think with them, for 
that is impoſible ; but to ſay flo, upon which they obtain 
fall leave, not to think or reaſon at all, and this is called Unity.” 
Dr. Jortin's Rem. on Eccle. Hiſt, Pref. P. xx. Ed. 1751. 
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and enable you to lead your extenſive Flock in 
the true Paths of Righteouſneſs and Peace. 


I conclude this Letter with an earneſt Prayer. 
That the God of Truth may condeſcend to guide 
and ſupport All thoſe who are labouring in its 
Cauſe. That CarrisTiIaniTY may flouriſh in its 
utmoſt Extent. That Mankind may enjoy all 
thoſe permanent Bleſſings, which may be expect- 
ed from a ſteady Obedience to its Divine Precepts. 
And, eſpecially, that we may never fail in our 
deepeſt Gratitude to Him, from Whom thoſe 
Precepts were truly Derived * ; nor in our ſincereſt 
Love to that benevolent Being who Delivered 
them. Now, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to Him who is the FarHER of Mercies 
and the God of all Comfort, Be Glory, Adora- 
tion and Gratitude in the Higheſt, to all Erer- 


nity. Amen. 
I am, my Lord, 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 
Your Grace's ay 
And moſt Obedient Servant, 

; . JAMES GIFFORD. 
" 1785. wu 2 

1 _ Va John vii. 16. xii. 49, 50. xiv, 2p. 
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